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Additional readings 
 
The following list is provided as options for: 
 

• facilitator pre-reading, if desired 
• participant reading during Short Trails 
• a place where participants can be directed for those who wish to engage with more 

material following the workshop 
 
BLS (2001). Session 7 Pastoral care in the school community, Theological Orientation Program for 
Staff (TOPS) 2nd edition (pp. 5-7). Adelaide: BLS. 
 
Bulman, E. (2005). Faith Story. SchooLink, April 2005 Vol 11 No 1. Adelaide: LEA. 
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Chilcote, P. (2005). Changed from glory into glory. Nashville: Upper Room Books.  (pp 105-106). 
 
Eiesland, N. (2005) Disability and the image of God – encountering the disabled God. Retrieved 
September 1, 2010, 
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/products/169/49/disability_and_the_image_of_god_spring_2004_e
ncountering_the_disabled_god/ 
 
Hewetson, D. (1992) Why does a good God allow suffering? New South Wales: Albatross Books. 
(pp. 108-109). 
 
Kleinig, J. (2005) Shaken. SchooLink, April 2005 Vol 11 No 1. Adelaide: LEA. 
 
LEA (2005). Key Idea 3 A Christian worldview is shaped by the biblical teaching of sin and grace, 
Christian Studies Curriculum Framework Theological Notes (pp. 13-14). Adelaide: LEA. 
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Chilcote, E. (2005) Changed from glory into glory. Upper Room Books: Nashville. 
 
What insight does Jesus’ cross and his invitation to a cruciform life provide concerning 
prayer? How do these central affirmations of the Christian faith mobilize us for action? Earlier 
we explored the notion that intercession is not our words; intercession is ourselves. Prayer as 
solidarity in suffering involves compassion and hospitality. These manifestations of our 
intercession in and for the world are both dispositions and actions. 
 
Compassion 
 
God in Christ “suffers with” the world. This is the actual meaning of the word compassion. I 
believe nothing expresses the central truth of God’s essence more fully than compassion, the 
outworking of God’s self-giving love. We see compassion in the cross. Compassion, as one 
has written, is “the fertile suffering of love that births a new creation.” 
 
Certainly none of Jesus’ stories proclaimed this imperative more directly than his parable of 
the good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37). The parable actually begins with the lawyer’s question 
of the Master, “And who is my neighbor?” The question places the lawyer in the center of his 
world. It asks of Jesus, “Who around me is worthy of my concern?” This self-centered posture 
triggers Jesus’ response in the form of the story. We know it well. As others pass by, only the 
Samaritan, the despised and suspected outsider, has compassion on his wounded neighbor. 
The sting of the parable comes in Jesus’ reversal of the original question. “Which of these 
three,” Jesus asks, “do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 
robbers?” 
 
You see, Jesus teaches us not to define ourselves on the basis of where we stand but to 
redefine who we are by our action, by our relationship to those who surround us in life. 
“Demonstrate through your life,” he says in essence, “what a true neighbor should be like. 
Have compassion. ‘Suffer with’ those who lie wounded around you.” My friend and spiritual 
guide Brother Mark titled a chapter in his book Love and Life’s Journey “Praying with Eyes 
Open to the World.” If we pray in this posture through our action, we practice compassion. 
 
Hospitality 
 
The other active manifestation of prayer as solidarity in suffering is hospitality. Hospitality 
concretely expresses the love that binds us to Christ and to one another within the human 
family. It is a profound response to the crucified One who takes in the whole world by his 
wide embrace upon the cross. Listening and hospitality share much in common. Both are 
dispositions, what I have called postures, in life. A poignant statement from Gleanings, a 
significant volume among the writings of Douglas Steere, links these two aspects of our 
spiritual lives closely: “To ‘listen’ another’s soul into a condition of disclosure and discovery 
may be almost the greatest service that any human being ever performs for another.” 
 
Hospitality creates an opportunity for the one who has no voice to speak. It offers space to 
another person. It provides a safe place to be honest and real and wounded. It 
acknowledges the presence of the invisible person. Hospitality breaks down the barriers that 
separate us from one another. It embraces and welcomes the forgotten, the lonely, and the 
lost. It opens a way for the wounded to be healed. This prayer of hospitality is challenging 
because it “listens” another soul into love. 
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Hewetson, D. (1992). Why does a good God allow suffering? (pp.108-109) Albatross books: 
NSW.  
 
HENRI NOUWEN, the contemporary writer on spirituality, in this prayer from his book, A Cry for 
Mercy, shows how in the long run our sufferings are entirely personal. If we seek answers from 
God, we will inevitably be drawn into prayer: 
 

O Lord, your world – the world you loved so much that you wanted to become part of 
it and experience it to the fullest – is in pain. Small pains and great pains: the pain of 
my little niece Frederique, who is in the hospital recuperating from surgery on her face; 
the pain of my father, who travels for the first time without mother and misses her 
presence deeply; the pain of a monk who feels lovely; the pain of the students who 
cannot find work … 

 
But also the pains of the Indians of Mato Grosso who are oppressed, and the pains of 
the bishop, priests and sisters who try to be of help; the pains of the many men and 
women who see the arms race increasing around them and feel discouraged in their 
attempts to stop it; the pains of the prisoners, the hungry and the many people who 
seem happy and content, but who feel ripped apart by inner turmoil, guilt feelings, 
shame, self-doubt and an inability to overcome their own restlessness. 

 
It is your world, O Lord, that is in pain. You are a compassionate God. You came to 
share our pains. Please give your people hope, courage, strength and faith. Let us not 
be destroyed by the powers of evil which surround us, pervade us and often inhabit us. 
Drive from us these evil powers and show us the way to you, who are light, life, truth, 
goodness and, above all, Love. 

 
Amem. 
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