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LEA.

In the next few issues of SchooLink, we will include steries of such encounters. If readers are aware of such stories in their own schoois and believe

Bulman, E. {2008}). Faith Story. Schoolink, April 2005 Vol 11 No 1. Adelgide:

Qiir schools are communities where an amazing range of activities take place: they are learning environments, places of service, social networks,
administrative agencies for church and state and they are places where staff and students meet Christ, sometimes for the first time.

that they might be shared with the readership of SchooLink, please let us know at the LEA Nationat Office.

Erica Buiman was a student at comerstone College at Mount Barker in South Australia. Her story is expressed in two parts: a year 12 devotion and a

follow up five years later.

Erica’s faith story in 2005:

It i5 hard to believe that nearly five
. years have passed since my testimony
* atmyfinal Year 12 devotion. Onthat
occasioni | spoke of my life at '

+ Comnerstone College and how my faith: A
had grown 252 resuEt of bezng apartof |

S _‘I“he lessons that Iearnt a
" have prov:ded me W|th a
confidence and reassurance as

Lutheran 5590’”10“ .

Unwerssty life however brought a

hugé cdrn__fortfor me to be able to pray.

Whilst | will always have many
‘questions and things to sort out about
. my faith, the devotions, my friends, the
teachers and the special presence of

Jesus Chnst at Cornerstone has played

o : alarge roie in helping me find the truth

about my life now. In 2007, | was
fortunate to gain entry into a Bachelor
of Speech Pathology at Flinders
University SA. | was relieved to feel
that my hard work and pfayers hacE

| beileve my f falth is ewdent 25190

and also peace and comfort within

.. myself

i beheve thls valuable knowledge given
by God will provide me with stability

* and support as | take the first steps of

| my journey it the rest of my [ife.

ar unable to attend church services,
but | was always confident that God
had a ptan for me. | have always found
great peace and comfort through
prayer.

Erica Bulman

understand them and to have
empathy for their situation.

| continue to Jearn more about the
warld, myself and my faithasi,
experience| life! s chal[enge and L5t




an mtn_i_mally handicapped - | walk
with a slight limp. Does this make me
- -.acripple?

The personal starting point in any
discussion of dis-ability is accepting
that being human is to have a non-
ahility to do something or many
things, Some non-abilities are more
obvious than others; some functional
limitations are much more painful and
frustrating to a person and to others
around him. i's hard to be thankul
for them.

But disable’ is a verb not a noun—an
aspect of how | express myself, not the
essence of my identity.

The theological starting point is grace.
God acts totally in grace - my abilities
are nat a right, things deserved or
earned. All is privilege and gift.

Grace is to be recognised and given
the credit for all i am and grace is to
be lived by letting you be what you
are, Healing always adds to life, but
the issue Is wholeness not healing, |
amimperfect, incomplete, fonging for
integration, struggling for wholeness.
And wholenass cannot hapgen
without being connected

to others_and contributing.

-+ S0 Jesus said first to the paralysed man .

lowered through the roof by his
friends, My son your sins are forgi
" Then the second gift of healmg was

gsus' finistry wa
sd|sré" ard of huri

nworth:ness The nghteousness
needed to stand in the presence of the .

Hind, the lame, the disfigured and

: deformed’who were barred from the
Lewtlcal priesthood (Leviticus 21 18)
- are now in the front row of the

priesthood af all befevers. -

If we want to live out this truth m our
communities and classrooms we need

Lutheran EDUCATION Australia g

Serving Australian Communities Through Cianist Centred Education

gwento unde;lmemeﬁrst et L |

Burger G (2005) Iwolk wﬁh a Iamp SchooLfnk, Aprll 2005 Vol 1 No 1.
Adelaide: LEA.

oly God s bygracethroughfalth The .

to listen to the experiences of the
disabled. And to do this each of us has
to first go inwards to our own version
of dis-ablement. It sounds pathetic but
the hardest thing about walking with a
slight limp is dealing with the
questions and the solutions offered by
weell meaning people - this is how you
can achieve normality in walking! The
medical model is not very helpful. (¢
says that those with dis-abilities are
sick and need to spend their whole (ife
becoming well. They are given no
respansibility except regaining their
health and becoming normal. This
leads to sympathy, charity,
paternalism, institutionalising,
segregation from otheys,

You are a cripple, you are dyslexic,
you are ADD. We will protect you from
abuse and exploitation so that you
can focus on getting better. Thisis
the charitable view, Segregation and
removal from the mainstream is

also the way to minimise upset to
‘normal’ people,

Tjust want to be what | am and to be

given a place in your [ife. Focus on who
1am not how | am different from you.’
This is what | hear peoplein
wheelcha:rs say along With ki

we are - ordinary persans who live

- ordinary fives.

t
P

i and asks /s there anyone of Saul's !

Nancy Eiesland, author of The Disabled |
God, writes ‘The resurrected Christis a
disabled God... he experiences in his
embodiment alf our vulnerability and
flaws. In emptying himself of divinity,
Jesus enters the arena of human
fimitation, even helplessness. fesus’
owi body is wounded and scarred,
disfigured and distorted.”

S0 Jesus has a limp. Remember too,
that Moses had a speech impediment
and Paul a thorn in the fiesh.

There is a wonderful story in the Old
Testament (2 Samuel 9). Five year old
Mephibosheth is crippled when a nurse
drops him fieeing in panic after the :
death in battle of his grandfatherKing |
Saul. Years later David takes the throne |

family left to whom I can show loyalty |

-and kindress as ! promised God |

would?” The answer from his servant |
Ziba is somewhat hesitant. Thereis |
one of jonathan’s sons - he is :
crippled”. inother words, he doesn't |
belong in the King's court with the

beauuful and powerful people of the
Dawd calls him inand |

: of Lutheran Education

T Fax 088267 7320

"Wy should you be so good to me?”
Grace is always a miracle, Andthe
story ends ‘fephibosheth, who was
crippled in both feet ... ate all his meals
at the king's table.” | wonder what the
King received from him!

We are each differently abled and
differently non-abled, The calling for
each of the people of God is to
discover what their abling and dis-
abling equips them to be and exprass
a5 children of God being recreated into
the image of Christ.

And this is something we must and can
only do together in the body of Christ, |
cannot become whale in isofation from
the complex interactions and
interdependencies of the hody. |
cannat become whole when | am only
together with those abled as | am.

I need to know and increasingly master
the arts of love and giving, receiving
and tolerance, generosity and trust,
sacrifice and patience,

Geoff Burger
President
LCA Western Australia District

Readers can accass further information
on Nancy Eiesland swriting at

* AJointpiiblication of the -
- .national and district offices

‘Australia:

197 Archer Street,

" . North Adelaide 5006
' Tel 08 8267 7318

- Emar[ lea@ica org au

N HA fu!f fist of references for the
' amdes i this isstie fs oveiilable

5 fromthe tFAOffice.
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Chilcote, E. (2005) Changed from glory into glory. Upper Room Books: Nashville.

What insight does Jesus’ cross and his invitation to a cruciform life provide concerning
prayer? How do these central affirmations of the Christian faith mobilize us for action? Earlier
we explored the notion that intercession is not our words; intercession is ourselves. Prayer as
solidarity in suffering involves compassion and hospitality. These manifestations of our
intercession in and for the world are both dispositions and actions.

Compassion

God in Christ “suffers with” the world. This is the actual meaning of the word compassion. |
believe nothing expresses the central truth of God’s essence more fully than compassion, the
outworking of God’s self-giving love. We see compassion in the cross. Compassion, as one
has written, is “the fertile suffering of love that births a new creation.”

Certainly none of Jesus’ stories proclaimed this imperative more directly than his parable of
the good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37). The parable actually begins with the lawyer’s question
of the Master, “And who is my neighbor?” The question places the lawyer in the center of his
world. It asks of Jesus, “Who around me is worthy of my concern?” This self-centered posture
triggers Jesus’ response in the form of the story. We know it well. As others pass by, only the
Samaritan, the despised and suspected outsider, has compassion on his wounded neighbor.
The sting of the parable comes in Jesus’ reversal of the original question. “Which of these
three,” Jesus asks, “do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the
robbers?”

You see, Jesus teaches us not to define ourselves on the basis of where we stand but to
redefine who we are by our action, by our relationship to those who surround us in life.
“Demonstrate through your life,” he says in essence, “what a true neighbor should be like.
Have compassion. ‘Suffer with’ those who lie wounded around you.” My friend and spiritual
guide Brother Mark titled a chapter in his book Love and Life’s Journey “Praying with Eyes
Open to the World.” If we pray in this posture through our action, we practice compassion.

Hospitality

The other active manifestation of prayer as solidarity in suffering is hospitality. Hospitality
concretely expresses the love that binds us to Christ and to one another within the human
family. It is a profound response to the crucified One who takes in the whole world by his
wide embrace upon the cross. Listening and hospitality share much in common. Both are
dispositions, what | have called postures, in life. A poignant statement from Gleanings, a
significant volume among the writings of Douglas Steere, links these two aspects of our
spiritual lives closely: “To ‘listen’” another’s soul into a condition of disclosure and discovery
may be almost the greatest service that any human being ever performs for another.”

Hospitality creates an opportunity for the one who has no voice to speak. It offers space to
another person. It provides a safe place to be honest and real and wounded. It
acknowledges the presence of the invisible person. Hospitality breaks down the barriers that
separate us from one another. It embraces and welcomes the forgotten, the lonely, and the
lost. It opens a way for the wounded to be healed. This prayer of hospitality is challenging
because it “listens” another soul into love.
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Disabiiity and the image of God. Spring 2004 - Encountering the disabled God

http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/products/169/49/disability and the image of god spring 2
004 encountering the disabled god/

Author: Nancy L Eiesland

Seldom is the resurrected Christ recognised as a deity whose hands, feet and side bear the
marks of profound physical impairment. The resurrected Christ of Christian tradition is a
disabled God.

Edition: Spring 2004

I RECENTLY READ AN ARTICLE ENTITLED “DISABILITY FOR THE
RELIGIOUS” IN THE DISABILITY RAG — AN AMERICAN MAGAZINE
PRIMARILY FOR DISABILITY RIGHTS ACTIVISTS.

The article implied that religion offers no relevant answers to the query, “What is disability?”
According to the author the following answers are available: disability is (a) a punishment;
(b) a test of faith; (c) the sins of the fathers visited upon the children; (d) an act of God; or (€)
all of the above. If these were the only choices, I would have to agree that religion has no
relevant answers.

Christianity has often been cited as the source of destructive stereotypes about people with
disabilities.1 In countering these views, the challenge for people of faith is (i) to acknowledge
our complicity with the inhumane views and treatment related to people with disabilities and,
(ii) to uncover this hidden history and to make it available for contemporary reflection.

As a person with a disability, I could not accept the traditional answers given to my query,
“What is disability?” Since I have a congenital disability, I have had opportunities to hear and
experience many of these so-called answers. They included: “You are special in God’s eyes,
that’s why you were given this painful disability”, which didn’t seem logical. Or “Don’t
worry about your pain and suffering now, in heaven you will be made whole.” Again, having
been disabled from birth, I came to believe that in heaven I would be absolutely unknown fo
myself and perhaps to God. My disability has taught me who I am and who God is. What
would it mean to be without this knowledge? 1 was told that God gave me a disability to
develop my character. But at age six or seven, I was convinced that I had enough character
now to last a lifetime. My family visited faith healers with me in tow. I was never healed.
People asked about my hidden sins, but they must have been so well hidden that even I
misplaced them. The theology that I heard was inadequate to my experience.

However, in my teen years, I became actively involved in the disability rights movement —
the worldwide movement that has sought basic human rights for the now approximately 650-
million persons with disabilities worldwide. Within the movement I came to understand why
we people with disabilities have such depreciated views of ourselves and why so many of us
are lacking in genuine convictions of personal worth. { began to see the “problem” not within
my body, but with the societies that have made us outcasts, and viewed and treated us in
demeaning and exclusionary ways. In America, I was among those who organised sit-ins to
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achieve access to public transport, to seek access to public facilities, and to promote human
and civil rights legislation. I became passionately committed to the view that society must be
changed in order for our full value as human beings to be acknowledged.

While the disability rights movement and activism addressed my experience, it didn’t always
respond to my more spiritual and theological questions about the meaning of my disability.
For a long time, I experienced a significant rift between my participation in the movement
and my Christian faith. The movement offered me opportunities to work for change that |
thought were unavailable in Christianity, but my faith gave a spiritual fulfilment that I found
elusive elsewhere. Within the Church, other people with disabilities were often uninterested
in political and activist matters. In the rights movement, fellow participants saw religion as
damaging or at least irrelevant to their work.

Although I began to answer my own question of the meaning of my disability by articulating
God’s call for justice for the marginalised, thus including people with disabilities, I felt
spiritually estranged from God. However, the return path towards intimacy with God began
to be cleared as I read a passage from the Gospel of Luke, after an encounter with several
other people with disabilities. The setting was the Shepard Centre, the local rehabilitation
hospital for people with spinal cord and traumatic brain injuries. I had been asked by the
facility’s chaplain to lead a Bible study with several residents. One afternoon, after a fong and
frustrating day, I shared with the group my own doubts about God’s care for me. I asked
them if they could tell me how they would know if God was with them and understood their
experience. There was a long silence, then an African-American young man said, “If God
was in a sip/puff maybe he would understand.”2 We talked about the image for a while and
concluded.

sSeveral weeks fater, I was reading Luke 24.36-39. 1t is set within the account of Jesus’ death
and resurrection, but the focus of this passage is really on his followers who are anxious and
depressed. The passage reads: “While they were talking about this, Jesns himself stood
among them ... They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.
He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at
my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see.” It wasn’t God ina
sip/puff, but here was the resurrected Christ making good on the promise that God would be
with us, embodied, as we are — disabled and divine. Reading this passage, [ came to realise
that here was a part of my hidden history as a Christian. The foundation of Christian theology
is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Yet seldom is the resurrected Christ recognised as a deity
whose hands, feet, and side bear the marks of profound physical impairment. The resurrected
Christ of Christian tradition is a disabled God. This disabled God understood the experience
of those in my Shepard Center Bible study, as well as my own, and called for justice not from
the distant reaches of principle but by virtue of God’s incarnation and ultimate knowledge of
human contingency. Christian theology, insofar as it is an incarnational theology, hasa
calling to stand by contingency, mortality and the concreteness of creation and suffering.

This encounter with the disabled God was the source of the liberatory theology of disability
that I have written about in The Disabled God,3 which calls both for justice and the recovery
of vital Christian symbols and rituals. In promoting this vision, we also counter the prevailing
sentiment that the religious practices and history of the able-bodied constitute the only
relevant spiritual pulse and narrative, and that whatever is outside this ambit is of little, if
any, significance.

What is the outcome of a life-changing encounter with the disabled God? Such an encounter
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highlights the need for justice people with disabilities and the temporarily able-bodied. What
is justice? Justice and just action are primarily virtues and practices of full participation, of
persons deliberating about particular visions of human flourishing and working together to
remove barriers in their institutions and relations so that they embody reciprocity and mutual
appreciation of difference.

Justice is first about just listening, listening for the claims for justice made in the process of
everyday life. This means attending to the ways in which everyday talk (and sometimes
commonly accepted silence) makes claims about justice. They are not theories to be
explicated or fully developed agendas to be followed; they are instead calls, pleas, or claims
upon some people by others. Personal and social reflection on the demands of justice begins
in heeding a call rather than in asserting and mastering a state of affairs. The call to be just is
always situated in concrete social and congregational practices. Encounter must begin with
listening, hearing the calls for justice expressed by people with disabilities who are among uvs.

Encountering the disabled God then makes possible thoroughgoing re-analysis of the
connection between the myth of bodily perfection and the theological lengths to which we are
willing to go in order to protect it. If Christ resurrected still participated fully in the
experience of human life — including mysteriously the experience of impairment — we must
be scandalised by our theological tendencies to perpetuate the myth of bodily perfection in
our defence of heavenly (or, indeed, earthly) perfection. The disabled God nails the lie in our
belief in a paradise in which we are “released” from the truth of worldly and bodily existence.
That which God has called good, and in which God has participated through the incarnation,
cannot be simply viewed as a temporary “evil” which we repudiate in order to participate in
the promised fullness of life.

Furthermore, a theology that examines our own complicity in the theological justification of
the myth of bodily perfection allows us to interrogate our own rage at mortality. The truth of
mortality is threaded in our bones and genes and yet we, who are categorised as “unhealthy”,
find it hard to love God and ourselves. We would be a god. We rage within at God or at
ourselves. We constantly kick against the limits of being human. We devise inhuman
schedules, inhumane expectations of others and ourselves, and inhumane needs of wealth and
success. Stress-induced impairment will soon be among the leading causes of disability in the
Western world, as we work our bodies beyond God-given limits. Affecting men and women
in their thirties to fifties, stress-induced disabilities, like repetitive strain injury, stroke, and
heart attack, teach us that we have yet to hear God’s call to be fully human, which means
accepting our mortal limits. It is worth noting that our limits are neither constant nor uniform.
Yet in the practice of ordinary faithfulness to our call to be human and to be for the others,
we must learn to love our mortality as God does.

Finally, we must develop a risky imagination as a result of encountering the disabled God.
Being at risk is the fundamental experience of human life. It is our birthright. The theological
use we make of this is up to us. We can cultivate a risky imagination which understands that
as we seek to address the meaning of disability and chronic illness we may find new ways of
being in the world. Moving towards change is risky. But staying where we have been is
deadly. Hopelessness takes no risk; it’s what we have been taught. The will to practice hope
in the context of our own lives, our spiritual homes and in the world is risky. We have no
assurance that our efforts will be repaid, our lamentations heard, our joys celebrated, our pain
reverenced. We do not know that justice will be done and yet we must practice hope and
work for justice. This is hope as a spiritual discipline.
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Theologically, people with disabilities have tried most, if not all, of the well-trodden
theological paths in responding to our queries about the meaning of disability. We have found
most treacherous and inaccessible. We are unsatisfied and willing to risk new imaginings,
new symbols and renewed efforts to uncover our hidden history. We put the question to
others who care: Are you willing to risk understanding God more fully as you move toward
full participation of people with disabilities and the chronicalily ill in your midst and beyond?
Will we together develop a risky theological imagination that asks what is God’s vision of
human flourishing not just for some but for all, not just for able-bodied but the disabled, not
just for those in the Western world but for the whole world?

People with disabilities can enable Christian communities to rethink the meaning of
difference in our midst. Our presence reminds everyone that the boundaries of group
difference are ambiguous and shifting, without clear borders. Individuals who are currently
able-bodied have a greater than 50 per cent chance of becoming physically disabled, cither
temporarily or permanently. Ours is 2 minority you can join involuntarily, without warning,
at any time. This risk can produce creativity and openness to what God will do.

For some, simply encountering the disabled God is risky. But, I believe that this encounter
can open the possibility for conceiving the ways that God is already acting in the world, and
for developing new and better imaginings. The Church needs to take risks 1o see justice
enacted. T am convinced that if we look carefully and critically at our Christian tradition, we
can uncover bits of a hidden history and perhaps more importantly find guide markers that
can take us to a further place along the path towards human flourishing. If we risk
encountering the disabled God, we may apprehend with greater clarity the fullness of God in
the distinctiveness and diversity we see around us.

The time is now for justice and vision for the faith that includes just listening with people
with disabilities and with chronic illness. We are called forth to risk the bread of life and
eschew the crumbs. Only then can we articulate the implications of a theology of full
participation.

Dr Nancy L Eiesland is Associate Professor of Sociology of Religion at Candler School of
Theology, Emory University, Atlanta. She is the author of The Disabled God: Toward a
Liberation Theology of Disability (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1994). She also co-edited
Human Disability and the Service of God: Reassessing Religious Practice (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1998), and has lectured on disabilitics worldwide.

1 For example, the introduction to a collection of essays by mostly Canadian women with
disabilities includes this statement: “Many people, including the disabled, still believe the
traditional myths about the disabled. Some of these negative attitudes have their origins in
ancient religious beliefs that regarded the disabled as devil possessed, or as corporeal
manifestations of family guilt.”

2 A sip/pufl’is a head mounted accessory used to actuate a two position switch by a simple
sip or puff.

3 Nancy Eiesland, The Disabled God: Toward a Liberation Theology of Disability
{Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1994)
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Hewetson, D. (1992). Why does a good God allow suffering? (pp.108-109) Albatross books:
NSW.

HENRI NOUWEN, the contemporary writer on spirituality, in this prayer from his book, A Cry for
Mercy, shows how in the long run our sufferings are entirely personal. If we seek answers from
God, we will inevitably be drawn into prayer:

O Lord, your world - the world you loved so much that you wanted to become part of
it and experience it to the fullest — is in pain. Small pains and great pains: the pain of
my little niece Frederique, who is in the hospital recuperating from surgery on her face;
the pain of my father, who travels for the first time without mother and misses her
presence deeply; the pain of a monk who feels lovely; the pain of the students who
cannot find work ...

But also the pains of the Indians of Mato Grosso who are oppressed, and the pains of
the bishop, priests and sisters who try to be of help; the pains of the many men and
women who see the arms race increasing around them and feel discouraged in their
attempts to stop it; the pains of the prisoners, the hungry and the many people who
seem happy and content, but who feel ripped apart by inner turmoil, guilt feelings,
shame, self-doubt and an inability to overcome their own restlessness.

It is your world, O Lord, that is in pain. You are a compassionate God. You came to
share our pains. Please give your people hope, courage, strength and faith. Let us not
be destroyed by the powers of evil which surround us, pervade us and often inhabit us.
Drive from us these evil powers and show us the way to you, who are light, life, truth,
goodness and, above all, Love.

Amem.
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ur world has been shaken.

On December 26 fast year

planet earth shrugged its
great shoulders for cne brief moment
and set off an earthquake deep in the
sea close to the island of Sumatra, A
collision of tectonic plates preduced a
huge tidal wave that spread out and
engutfed many seaside communities
from Aceh to Semaliz. Scientists say
that the earth is still wobbling, and it
will keep on vibrating for a while yet
from the impact of that collision. But
that will soon be over. For the present
the plates have stopped crashing
against each other, the sea has settled
down, and the earth will soon stop
shivering.

But the shock waves of that tsunami
will not end so quickly. Our world has
been shaken up far more profoundly
than that. Whole communities have
been devastated by that tidal wave, Up
t0 300, 000 people, and may be even
more, have lost their lives. Families
have been torn apart permanently.
! Societies have fost their entire physical
- and economic infrastructure. The
political order has been changed from
the Maldives to Aceh. It will cost
billions of dollars and take years of
[ hardwork before the social damage of

Kleinig, J. {2005) Shaken. Schoolink, April 2005 Vol 11 No 1. Adeiaide: LEA.

This natural disaster comes in the wake
of two ather political events that have
already shaker: us up. The first was the
terrorist attacks on the symbolic heart
of the wastern world on September 11,
2001. Cn top of that, and closer to
home, has came the terrorist attacks in
Bali, that symbolic paradise for fun-
loving Australians. Both these atrocities
have shaken up our understanding of
the world and our sense of security init.
Both are, in some way, iconic events
that seem to mark the end of an era and
usher in a new state of affairs for us.

Despite their iconi¢ significance, these
two events differ radically from the
tsunarmi. They are hurman events that
dramatise hurnan evil, Historically
Most thoughtful
Australians would
agree ... since the
tsunami they see
themselves and their
world differentfy.

speaking, they are mincr atrocities that
come after a century of far greater
human atrocities. Unlike them, the

- sLeriami Isa natural event that was not
- camed out by human hands. And that,

haken Us up s

differently. | would like to explore why
this is so and what this may mean for
those of us who are Christians.

The spiritual aftershock
of the tsunami

Austratians are, | think, much more
religious than is commonly
acknowledged. Their national religion
is a simple kind of hedonistic
pantheism. They serve a nameless
‘ged" who provides this sunburat land
for our enjoyment, a deity whose spirit
is manifest in the natural world. Some
even regard the earth itself as divine,
though only a few would go as far as to
as speak of it as a goddess, Gaia. This
belief in the geodness of the natuzal
world has been reinforced in recent
times by the discovery of the intricate
ordet of the biosphere and our
growing awareness of the damage that
we humans have done ta it. The spirit
of this ‘god," its life-giving power, is
evident in the beauty and haremony of
nature, People experience that
superhuman wholesome power by
tiving in harmony with their naturat
habitat. In: this view humans are the
only saurce of evil. Their disruption of
the ecological balance threatens to
unlaash an ecocatastrophe upon the
face of planet earth.

Aspects of this spirituality have been
embraced by sorme Christians. They

. see God largely as the creator whose
< glory s revealed in the natural world,

For them Christis the cosmic ruler who
works together with the human family
on an ecological rescue mission to
restore the natural health of our

e’t The traditicnal Chnstlan
§ﬁ ng of the last thmis is therefore

ngd ‘because the warld is held to

etérnatwjﬂl ) fod. Th "There s no

o OUgsnéTiéofcreatgp 1o fall into sin,

s B

and no end of the world, only its
ongoing natural and spiritual
evolution. The natural world is the
main arena for the activity of God.

The tsunami has shaken up this
popular spirituality in its various guises
and has shown up the element of
idolatry in it. Nature is not divine, nor
even a manifestation of divinity. It is
not as orderly and hospitable to us as
we would like to believe, If we look for
the face of God in the natural world we
will not merely glimpse its
benevolence but also its apparent
malevolence, or, what is even worse, its
indifference o us. We are, in fact, far
mare likely to hear its lament at the
burden of decay that afflicts it since
the fall of humanity (Rom 8:20,21) than
its song of praise to its divine creator
{Ps148). In it we see both order and
chaos. Things are not as they shoutd
be. The shadow of death rests upon it
as on humanity.

For those who have eyes to see the
tsunamiis a sign that this world is
dying a slow natural death. It is naither
eternal nor divine, Like us it will pass
away. Christ himself teaches us to see
earthquakes as evidence that this
world is coming toan end as well as
the birth pangs of God's new creation
{Matt 24:78). They do not foreshadow a
final ecocatastophe, but the shaking
up of all created things to make way
for Ged's establishment of an eternal
‘world’ that cannot be shaken (Heb
12:26,27), his creation of a new
heavens and earth where
righteousness is at home (2 Pet 3:13),




“The moral aftershock of
the tsunami

A survey of students in one of our
Lutheran colleges showed that many
of them believed in karma. The faw of
karma teaches that acts have inevitable
consequences. You get your own hack,
By your behaviour you forge your own
destiny. If you do good you will
prosper; if you do evil you will suffer,

This simple philosophy is often given a
Christian or Muslim twist by putting
God in charge of this system of reward
and punishment. God evokes disaster
for the pugpose of punishing evildoers
for what they have done. Disasters are
acts of God meant to call sinners to
repentance.

Some theologians have used this
teaching to make religicus sense of the
tsuami. Thus some Muslims have
claimed that this it is an act of Allah to
punish Muslims for their moral laxity
and Buddhists for their persistent
iclolatry. Some Christians also maintain
that itis God's judgment on Muslims
for their rejection of Christ and
persecution of Christians, Both parties
assume that those who were hit by this
disaster were worse evildoers than
those who escaped its devastation.

Yet this does not ring true for us. We
are quite rightly uneasy about the
notion that these people were worse
than we are. And that shakes up our
moaral certainties. It makes s reflect
deeply about what we deserve and
how God is involved in our fives. Why
did this happen to those poor pecple?
Why were we greedy Australians
spared? Are we reafly better than they
are? Do we deserve the prospen‘ !
we enjoy? Are we safe beca

L God'We should all by rights get the
“chop. . The only reason why we enjoy
«@Ldoesnotprevali 50 " freed

God throw the book atus?

The only answer that makes any sense
to me is given by Jesus in Luke 13:1-9.
On that occasion the disciples asked
him to help them make sense of
Pilate's slaughter of some pious
pilgrims from Galilee as they were

- presenting their offerings to God at the
. temple. Where was God in this? In his

© response Jesus recalled anather

© notorious disaster, the collapse of a

: tower in Jerusalem that led to the

. death of eighteen people. He asked

. whether they reckoned that this had

tsunami and all other
natural disasters, for it
tells of a God who
suffers with us and
uses the suffering of
fiis Son to redeem the
fallen world.

happened because these people were
50 bad. He repudiated that conclusion
and said: 'Ne, ! telt you; but unless you
repent, you will all perish as they did.

Now that word hits us all where it hurts
most. We can't divide people into two
groups - those who are good like us,
and the others who are far worse than
us. Moraily speaking, we are all in the
same boat. We have all fallen ocut with

our defusions of moral superiority and
to rely on God's goodness ist
everything. Itis a call for us Christians
to bear the fruits of faith by
acknowledging our solidarity with the
whole fallen human family, praying for

© God's mercy on thern, and sharing

- what we have with those in need. itis a
- challenge for us to take our prosperity
* asanundeserved gift from our

gracious God rather than as evidence

: OUr superior status.

. The theological

I aftershock

¢ Evenif they are religious, most modern
His death throws some.

theological light on the

and pest-modern people are
infatuated with power. They hold that
the world's problems can be best
soived by the right use of power. And
that's why they have so much trauble

- making sense of the Triune God. That's
- why the Christian faith is so alien to

thern. Perhaps, that too is why they
have been so shaken by the tsunami. It
seems to contradict their most
cherished heliefs about God and his
way of working in the world. Why, they
ask, did God, if he is almighty and
good, not stop this disaster from
happening? Why does he not use the
immense physical and spiritual power
at his disposal to prevent evil and
stamp it out once and for ali?

The tsunami demolishes this view of
God and paves the way for a far more
profound and wonderful vision of God,
the God of the Old and New Testament.
This loving, self-giving God seems to us
to be so weak, because he sets aut to
redeem the world by his suffering,

i, This God does not stamp outev

rather than by the use of his powerto: . -

. but, instead, as is shown by the
¢ execution ¢f his Son, brings good out
¢ of evil. This Ged s the Father of our

Lord Jesus Christ who joins us in our

troubles and suffers the sin of the
¢ world, 5o that he can share all that he

has with us. By the death of his Son he

. giveslife 1o adying werld. That death
* was marked by an earthquake, because
" itshook up the ofd warld in order to

usher in a new world where the

: gracious presence of God is most

evident where it seems to be most
absent, in his crucified and risen Son
and our journey with him on the way
of the cross. His death throws some

¢ theological light on the tsunamj and all

other natural disasters, for it tells of a

God wha suffers with us and uses the
. suffering of his Son to redeem the
¢ fallen world.

A rock that cannot

be shaken

We have all heen shaken by the recent
fidal wave in South East Asia. And
that's not bad for us, for this upheaval
gets us o check the material, moral,
and theological foundations of our
lives to see how secure they, infact,
are, Have we built on a solid rock, 6r on
sinking sand? Is there a cosmic rock 5o
secure thatit can never be shaken? '

As Christians we could join the smger

of Psalm 46 in saying:‘God is our. -
refuge and strength, an ever present
help in trouble. Therefore wa. ws
fear, though the earth gives
the mountairis falf into §
sea, though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake Wt_th their
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- He told me that he cnuldnt do his
homework last night . .

en _mterwewmg a.
new family for .
= enro[ment I always
: .state that the education of the

~ “students [s a joint undertaklng _
between famity and school. No

“one ever disagrees with me!
‘However this requirés a

~ relationship based on mutual
" trust and respect. R

_To achieve this our college

- has chosen to establisha
House system. Annually each
House hosts a casual family
evening which includes a meal
and fun activities. More
families-are attending these -

functions and believe they are”
a great way to feel a partof -

the school. Twice each year .
parents meet with their child's
Home Class teacher and this
has proven 10 be valuable in
establishing positive links ~
" between home and school.

: '. Ge'nerally this structure has

been quite successful in . -
achieving good relationships
with parents and they view us
as a caring community. '

But is that all? What happens
once we establish ourselves as
a caring community — the
opportunity to be thafe to love,
support and walk with families -
in their fimes of need. Our
schools are uniquely placed to
spread the love of Christ as

families come to know and trust .

~-us but do not at this stage in
their lives identify with
tainstream churches or..
_perhaps have had a bad
experience in the past.’..
He was waiting outside of my
. office as | came back from
class. He asked if we could
talk. My first reaction was to
ask him to make an
appointment 1o see me ata
more convenient time. | knew
how the pile of work on my
desk was growing
exponentially! He immediately
sensed my hesitation. His
shoulders dropped even further.
linvited him into my office.

Silence . .
- know if they like me’ he
“managed to say. | could

o 'I ve been kicked out of home '

" he muttered Slow]y, the sad -
 story evolved. The famlly had

- been celebratlng his S|xteenth B

birthday the prewous mght

when he decided to challenge -

his stepmother about alleged
rumours that she had been
spreading about him. An
argument ensued, he walked
dut, and his father and

_stepmother told him that the
rest of his belongings would

be packed up and put in the

_carport for him to collect in the
" morning.

He was hurting. He admltted

that he had not chosen the

_time nor the place to confront
- his stepmother and realised
. what a difficult position he .

must have put his father in.
-l just want to

understand where he was
coming' from. Previouely he
fiad lived with his mother
interstate. This had not been a
good situation for him and he
had reacted by constantly
truanting from school. He had
come to live with his father

- and stepmother to make a

fresh start and now he

believed he had biown this too.

In his mind, they obviously
didn’t like him and saw him as
a trouble-maker in their home.

1 quickly established that he

- was living with someone that |
‘felt created a 'safe’
" environment for him

temporarily and then utged

_him to go and attend classes

even though he protested he
would not be able to
concentrate.

What do you do in a situation

like this? Experience told me

that to enter a family argument

without invitation was fraught
with all kind of dangers. While
| was trying to get my mind off

the topic and tackle that pile of

work on my desk, the phone
rang. It was his father. He

'wanted to teII me the svents of

the night before fromthe .

-parents ponnt of view. | knew
_ from previous conversations _
_with the father that he had had

very little to do with the
upbririging of the boy until

" now. Now he was struggling to
* work out how to be a father to

a teenager and | jokingly said

~that most of us would say that

still remains a mystery!
| offered the services of our
college pastor. The father

- hesitated and | knew why. A

pastor was an unfamiliar
person to them and he already
felt out of his depth with the
child-rearing scenario. Would

. -a pastor make the situation

more difficult? Sensing his

" hesitancy | quickly reassured

him. that our pastor had

© excellent family counselling
- skills and he would not make
- them feel uncomfortable.

It is at least three months and
many long nights of
counselling since that day that
he walked into my office. '
Today, in class, | asked him

What a przvzlege

Itis...to
minister to our
Jamilies in times

~of need andto

- present to them

the love of Christ

-in a meaningful

and relevant way.

- why he hadn’t done his

homework. He told me that he
couldn’t do it because last
night he had been shifting
back into home. ‘We've pretty
much worked things out; he
said with a grin on his face,

What a blessing it is to have
the opportunity to build

- relationships between home

and the school. What a

. privilege it.is to build on those

retationships to minister to our

families in times of nead and

to present to them the love of
Christ in a meaningful and
relevant way.
Jan Lind
Deputy Principal
Tatachilla L.utheran College
McLaren Vale SA

. .« the education of studenis is a joint undertaking between family and school.
80
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