exts un:t plans lessons g

',that schools list as'the

states that an 1mplrcrt

lace the’ school is. In thls
: currrculum are those thlngs
that teach :mplrcmy such’ as
the patterns of dec;sron _
making-and the structure of
‘the school day. The, nul
_-currtculum teaches because it
-'does not ex&st and 1ncludes all
" things in'the school that are

i+ igriored or.passed over. | -
believe this provides ; an SR
."‘.excellent framework for:
. reflecting on what Is taught

... about socral_justlce through. _

* each of these curriculums in -
Lutheran schools

. The [llllllI}ll Carriculum

Itis important for all -
© - educaiors to examine thair
explicit curriculum documents

" in terms of what they include -

-and teach.about social justice.
What do the students in our
school learn about social -~

~ justice from the junior to senior
years? The goal of such

- curriculum offerings is that
students will develop from an -

- awareness of a range of social. -
issues to a concern for action. |

""-_'Educatin_g for peace and :
. justice involves methodology,

Christian Living in the Community
Students from Faith Lutheran
Secondary School, Tanunda SA

servrce prolect The learnrng

eachrng and Iearn;ng actnnttes

:}_;through to the sénior years. L
: Startmg wrth iSsues that speak .
o, students own needs, eg; '
: tocussmg on confllct resolutlcn ;.

ub]ect of course off'enngs He

:curnculum is: the teachmg that e
goes on because of the k:nd ot.'j.:
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.expenences and content At

cannot be crammed rnto a '

needs to prowde a

issues from the early years

at home or how i0 cope with -

) ‘:-'matena!lsm or vrolence and

_*-'._;movmg towards focussmg on a :
lrmlted number of issues that
‘enable students to delve into :

g the causes of problems as well

' "a$ data about the prob!ems -
' ':Students need to help -
""determrne thoseé issues that

:. - are studied. The content - -

B developed through the years
" W|ll assrst students to: S

e explore the human _
. .consequences of thelr and -

' other peoples decns:ons :

e be more crltlcally aware of o

- the gospel-culture -
contrasts in somety

_* be consclentious decision-

-makers. Students need to

" be encouraged to think for
‘themselves, to see and
evaluate alternative
positions on various issues,
to formulate their own
questions and articulate
clearly the reasons for their
position :

* explore why evil and

injustice exists

"« consider the biblical basis - -

and church tedching for .
social justice. Students need
to develop an awareness of
social issues as they are
placed in the context of the
Christian faith

+ develop an awareness of
how social change takes
place

* nurture their inner
wholeness through regular
moments of contemplation
and stillness

Most research has shown
that to bring about a change in

comprehensrve exploratrcn cf

':fattrtudes knowledge has'to be L
_Imked to some: expenence Wl'th &
. representatlve 3 of drtfer
--,-cultural and socra[ groups
' _--Students neéed & structure in
) which:the: values are actually
- fived and experrenced and not_
‘just talked about. Direct: -~ _
;f‘perscnal encounters carbe o
: powertul Iearnrng expenences -
“and assist students 1o -
overcome fears and
"stereotypes and prowde a

counter model to culture.

; .iEncou'nters might include:. -

e . participating in peace and -

_ justice groups or'in group
actlo_ns where students are
in regular contact and

-sharing with people who "
= work for peace and justice .
" .« hearing the experience ofa .
[ U hungry person or awctlm o
Lo of racism. ' P

. "becomrng part of palnng
- project with a group or
_ mission such as Australian
Lutheran World Setvice in |
the third world

« direct action needs to focus
on local as well as global
issues, however, focal .
issues permit more
congcrete and personal
actions.

« critical reflection needs to ‘
be a vital part of any social
justice learning experience
as it provides the -
opportunity for students to:
explore issues at greater

" ‘dépth. Our ¢lassrooms -

- neéd to be places where
critical reflection and
discussion flourish.

The Impligit Gurrigulum

Students will also learn
about social justice through
what they experience in the
school envirenment. Explicit
teaching about social justice
will be undermined if students
have little apportunity to be
involved in decision making or
if wormen do not hold positions
of authority. [Ryan, Wilimett
Brennan]. Schools need to
consider questions such as: In

: A commumty service v:stt by a .l
student from Faith Lutheran
o Secondary School, T ammda SA

*what \ way dces our tctal

- Christian Educatron program

: w1tness to the rmportance of
L socral just|ce and socra! _
actron‘? How best can schools -
- prepare teachers W|th the
© skills, knowledge and -
-+ competencies so that they can

-~ work co_llabo_ratwely with

stu‘de_nt__s_to contribute to a
socially just society? .

The Nall Garrigulum

Schools also need to
‘consider what they do not
teach as it may teach students

" as powerfully as what they do

teach. Some choices can
never be made because they
are never considered in the
schoal environment. It may be

~useful'to discuss and survey

students to consider what they
believe the school -

. _communicates by what it does
- not teach, ignores and -

neglects

" Mike Mlddleton suggested

" at ACLE that social justice was

an area for development in
Lutheran schools. | believe it is
vitally important for Lutheran
schools to ensure that the fotal
curriculum provides
opportunities for working
towards a vision of a more
open and accepting society in
which prejudice and injustice is
recognised as unacceptable.

Anne Dohnt
Christian Studies
Coordinator



