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“REFLECTIONS”

The Parable of the Sower
Matthew 13:1-9; Mark 4:1-9; Luke 8:4-8

For a different way to hear the parable … 

One day a farmer went out to sow 
Scattering seed to and fro 
Some fell along the path 
Which could not deliver from God's wrath 
For the devil took what they hadn't craved 
So they didn't believe and were not saved. 
Some fell on rocks but withered and died 
For their faith was not deep enough to be qualified 
To receive the life God promised to those 
Who really believed Jesus died and arose. 
Yes at first they were overjoyed 
But when trials came their faith was destroyed 
For they received it without their faith being rooted 
And so fell away after they were persecuted 
But then some among thorns fell 
But in the end didn't mature too well. 
For they were too concerned for their security 
To bring any fruit to maturity 
But those on good soil retained what they heard 
It wasn't taken away by any bird 
Nor did they fall away like those on the rock  
But continued to believe when others did mock 
The problems in life would not make them stop 
And by persevering they produced a crop
Some Observations
The Parable of the sower is a significant parable. There are many complexities locked away in and surrounding the story. It is the first major parable recorded in the Gospels, with a lot of emphasis dedicated to it in all three synoptics. Some commentators refer to it as the WATERSHED parable
. It is a launching point for parables of the kingdom. Jesus changes tack from insisting that his Messiah identity be kept secret to being more open and deliberate about the nature of the kingdom. In particular he starts to emphasize that it will NOT be a majestic, mighty, military kingdom and it will NOT just be for the Jews.
There are three parts to it …

1. The Parable itself.  Delivered initially without any context or hint that it is about the kingdom. Despite what we think now, its meaning is not at all obvious to people hearing it for the first time. The parable by itself is just a story … would we have “got it”?  (There was no mention of the KINGDOM). Would we have asked the same question … “why are you talking in riddles?”

2. The reason for using parables is interspersed between the parable and the explanation. In particular, we note that Jesus makes two quite startling statements here. 

a. to him who has, more will be given and from him who has not, what he has will be taken away. (Literally, those who grasp the kingdom, that the mystery is ultimately Jesus himself, will grab it and grow, but for those who miss the point, all will be lost.)

b. “ …so that they may look and see yet not understand … lest they should turn to God again and be forgiven” (Note also the link to Isaiah 6:9-10)
 
3. Explanation of the parable: Note that he tells this ONLY to his disciples. It is one of very few parables that Jesus explains in detail. In Mark’s version, there is a hint of Jesus being annoyed with his disciples. (Paraphrasing this … Are you guys thick? Don’t you get it? Will you ever understand anything? I suppose I’ll have to spell it out for you.) The explanation however, does not reduce the complexity but rather adds to it! For example, in Mark and Luke Jesus immediately continues on to makes some remarks at the end of the explanation.
a) Mark 4:22 Jesus’ lamp analogy – “What am I supposed to do? Hide the truth just because people don’t like it?”
b) Mark 4:23 “He who has ears … (a repeat of the concluding words of the parable of the sower in Mark 4:9.)
Background: 

· It was common practice at that time to scatter the seed THEN plough the land.

· Paths criss-crossed the countryside, well trodden, compacted and hard.

· An average yield was probably about 7 to 10 fold – thus 30 , 60 and 100 fold was quite on the extreme, but in the context of some other returns referred to in the Old Testament, it was probably not an unheard of return.

Interpretations 
The identity of the sower is not made clear in any of the accounts, although it can perhaps be assumed that the intention was to give the impression that Jesus was the sower. A thorough analysis of the context and “climate” of the time, suggests that the key motives for Jesus telling the parable to the crowds and interpreting it for his disciples, were kingdom related. The description of the types of soils (with no gaps) leaves no doubt that the kingdom is for all, not just for the “chosen ones” the Jews. Furthermore, and worse still for the people of the day, there was no guarantee that the Jewish people would necessarily be saved! At the same time Jesus begins to unfold a vision of the kingdom as being mysterious and hidden. It has to be hidden to even get started. The seed has to be covered to germinate, while also highlighting the active power of the seed to germinate in ALL situations. He alludes to the vulnerability and fragility of the planted seed, while clearly emphasizing the ultimate triumph of the kingdom. 

Implications for us

But what does all this mean for us some 2000 years later? How do we as staff in Lutheran Schools respond to the parable? Is their a contemporary interpretation for us in the 21st century? This quote from Mary Ann Beavis’ commentary, sums it up well …

“The parable of Jesus first told on the Holy land of Palestine, and recaptured by the Evangelists, remains alive. While the tradition of Jesus remains, the meaning adjusts with every new situation and experience of the community in which the parable is heard again. Each audience in its turn receives the tradition of the parable of the soils and allows it to intersect with experience. In the process, the biblical tradition demonstrates its vibrancy, relevancy and life.”

· While God or Jesus himself was the sower then and the disciples subsequent sowers, we are the sowers now! Every staff member of a Lutheran School is challenged with the responsibility of being a sower of the seed. 
· Methods of sowing the seed have changed dramatically since Jesus told this parable, yet the fundamental principles remain – there is a wonderful and powerful mystery hidden in the seed. When we plant the seed, we still cover it. The mystery is hidden away. The power still lies within every seed to germinate. 
· Jesus does not say anything in this parable about attending to the seed once it has germinated. But perhaps that is a message here for us. When a seed is planted in shallow soil, with some TLC and more frequent watering, the seed can still result in a harvest. That’s our role, to nurture the growth of our freshly planted seeds! Maybe we have to protect them from the harsh sun. Fertilizer would possibly not have been heard of then. How much better will the crop yield if we add nutrients?
· We still have the assurance that there will be a bountiful harvest, often way beyond our expectations!
· The warning still remains… “listen then if you have ears to hear with.” Let’s think of that as encouragement to REALLY hear what God is saying to us through his word. In closing, a story to illustrate this point …
“Jesus tells us it is possible to hear with our physical ears--but not hear with our heart. It's possible to see with our eyes--but not perceive or understand. 

Back when the telegraph was the fastest means of long-distance communication, there was a story, perhaps apocryphal, about 13-year-old Thomas Edison, who applied for a job as a Morse code operator. Answering an ad in the newspaper, he went to the address that was listed. When he arrived, he entered a large, noisy office. In the background a telegraph clacked away. A sign on the receptionist's counter instructed job applicants to fill out a form and then sit down and wait until they were called to enter the inner office. 

Young Thomas completed his form and sat down with several other applicants waiting to be interviewed. After a few minutes, the young man stood up, crossed the room to the door of the inner office, and walked right in. Naturally, the others perked up, wondering what was going on. How could this young teenager be so bold? No one has called us into the office yet. They'll probably disqualify him for not following instructions. 

Within a few minutes Thomas emerged from the inner office escorted by the interviewer, who announced to the other applicants, "Gentlemen, thank you very much for coming, but the job has been filled by this young man." 

The other applicants began grumbling to each other, and then one spoke up saying, "Wait a minute--I don't understand. He was the last one to come in, and we never even got a chance to be interviewed. Yet he got the job. That's not fair." 

The employer responded, "I'm sorry, but all the time you've been sitting here, the telegraph has been clicking out in Morse code: 'If you understand this message, then come right in. The job is yours.' None of you heard it or, if you did, none of you understood it. This young man did. So the job is his." [Gary Preston, Character Forged from Conflict (Bethany House, 1999)] 
”
PRAYER 
· Lord Jesus we thank you for your Word and what it reveals to us.
· Help us Lord to set aside time, quality time to reflect on your Word, so that we may be drawn closer to you.

· Lead us to dare to be passionate sowers of the seed.
· Help us to also be gardeners – to look after the newly germinated plantings.
· May your Holy Spirit be in us and with us and help us to build your kingdom.
Disclaimer: I use this term somewhat facetiously even though these days everyone seems to have disclaimers! However as a layperson, I do want to emphasize the point that the thoughts contained in this reflection have been gathered and documented as a result of my own research and wrestling with the Word. As I have gone about my work in putting together resources to assist staff in Lutheran Schools with their own faith journey, I have certainly asked God to guide and direct me in all that I do and have prayed that my work be acceptable in his sight. I can only trust that to be the case. One could perhaps debate the validity of thoughts in my reflections or mount a case for alternative interpretations and I encourage you to do that.  I believe that it is critical for each of us to hear the words of Jesus and to experience those at a very personal level. Our response to the words of Jesus comes as we meet God’s spirit within us. I pray that you will be enriched and grow in your faith by reflecting on His Word.
� (From Bible Rap by Stephen Amato  � HYPERLINK "http://www.bcbsr.com/survey/pbl5.html" ��http://www.bcbsr.com/survey/pbl5.html� )


� Robert Capon “Parables of the Kingdom” Chapter 5


� See REFLECTIONS: Introducing the parables.


� A.M. Hunter “The Parables then and now” suggest an average yield of ten-fold p36


� “Jesus and his parables. Interpreting the parables of Jesus today” ed. V.George Shillingworth,  p 83


� Refer to � HYPERLINK "http://www.cloquetchurch.com/node/126" ��http://www.cloquetchurch.com/node/126� 





Nev Grieger

LSA Spiritual Development Facilitator 
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