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STAFF SPIRITUALITY

“REFLECTIONS”

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure
Reflection on Matthew 13:44
44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field."  
What do we make of this? 

Background and observations: 

· It was common practice at that time to bury things of value as a protection from thieves. Often this would be done in earthen ware pots. So, there was nothing extra-ordinary about the scenario of uncovering a valuable treasure in the field.

· It is probable that the person referred to in the parable was a day worker, a labourer and not the owner of the field. 

· Is there a hint of deceit here? While he could have “shoved the treasure up his jumper” and made off with it, this action would not have been within the law. The treasure legally belonged to the owner of the property. However by hiding it again, then arranging to purchase the land, the treasure would legally become his.

There are arguably THREE levels of interpretation here …
At face value the message Jesus was trying to get across in his teaching about the kingdom perhaps was …The kingdom of God is so valuable that it is worth sacrificing everything to gain it.  

OR

“How precious is a place in God’s kingdom! Is not such blessedness worth any sacrifice?” 

At the second level, the parable needs to be considered in conjunction with its twin, THE PEARL which occurs in the two verses that immediately follow:
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.”  
It is only when these two parables are considered together that the most likely real intention of Jesus is uncovered here.

Q.
What is the key difference between the two parables?

A.
In the hidden treasure we get the impression that the man STUMBLES across his find whereas in the pearl, the person is INTENTIONALLY seeking what he is looking for.

Is this Jesus’ way of suggesting that it is often by very different roads that we come into God’s kingdom? 
    

OR

Jesus may therefore be calling both the individual who is diligently searching for spiritual riches as well as the person who is entirely apathetic toward God to give up whatever stands between them and the kingdom. 

BUT the real clincher at a deeper third level of understanding is this … Christ is the treasure. The treasure is hidden. It is hidden in the most unlikely of fields. That field is us. Christ the treasure is hidden within us!
 

“It takes most of us a long time and we have many obstacles to overcome before we begin to recognize the field where our treasure is hidden, that is, before we learn to find and accept ourselves, where God is. … The danger is that He remains apart.”

For further study:

Crucial to our understanding of this parable is a correct understanding of the incarnation as being on-going and an image of God that portrays Him with us in us and around us. 
Disclaimer:

I use this term somewhat facetiously even though these days everyone seems to have disclaimers! However as a layperson, I do want to emphasize the point that the thoughts contained in this reflection have been gathered and documented as a result of my own research and wrestling with the Word. As I have gone about my work in putting together resources to assist staff in Lutheran Schools with their own faith journey, I have certainly asked God to guide and direct me in all that I do and have prayed that my work be acceptable in his sight. I can only trust that to be the case. One could perhaps debate the validity of thoughts in my reflections or mount a case for alternative interpretations and I encourage you to do that.  I believe that it is critical for each of us to hear the words of Jesus and to experience those at a very personal level. Our response to the words of Jesus comes as we meet God’s spirit within us. I pray that you will be enriched and grow in your faith by reflecting on His Word.
� BLOMBERG “Interpreting the parables” P 279





� HUNTER “The parables then and now” P78





� BLOMBERG p 281


� Read GERARD HUGHES “God of surprises”  … the whole book is based around an explanation of the parable of Hidden Treasure. 





� GERARD HUGHES “God of surprises” p 10





Nev Grieger

LSA Spiritual Development Facilitator 
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