Engage…connect…build…sustain…Notes for NLSW Worship Powerpoint 1
Prior to worship

· locate the story: The Man Who Loved Boxes by Stephen Michael King (if you wish to use it as part of the address or message on the day).

· collect lots of boxes of different shapes and sizes; these will need to be decorated/painted as gifts. The boxes will be used to assist in exploring different ways of being in mission and people being gifts, so prepare something different to go in each box (eg raising awareness, taking action, social justice, acts of encouragement, service, advocacy, prayer, listening, extending hospitality,…these could be in the form of words, objects or pictures) and during the address/message invite different people to open the boxes and read what they have found.
· provide coloured paper and invite each class or home group to write a prayer for 
- a Lutheran school with whom they have connected during or prior to NLSW OR Lutheran schools in another country OR Lutheran schools in Papua New Guinea who are the focus for our special NLSW mission project, 
- their own school, families and themselves, 
- those who staff regional and national offices. 
To make the ‘shower’, tear or cut the prayer papers into small pieces and store them in one of the decorated boxes that has been set aside to be the box holding the ‘shower of blessings.’

· assemble the boxes somewhere in the worship area.

· decide on songs to be used and the placement of songs within the service order 
· song 282 could be used as a sung response in the prayer

You may like to include some of these thoughts from “Persons are Gifts” by Nicholas Howlett
Persons are gifts!

Persons are gifts which the father sends me wrapped!

Some are wrapped very beautifully;

They are very attractive when I first see them.

Some come in very ordinary wrapping paper.

Others have been mishandled in the mail.

Once in a while there is a “Special Delivery!”

Some persons are gifts which come very loosely wrapped;

Others are wrapped very tightly.

But the wrapping is not the gift!

It is so easy to make this mistake.

Sometimes the gift is very easy to open up.

Sometimes I need others to help.

Is it because they are afraid?

Is it because we are afraid?

Does it hurt?

Maybe they have been opened up before and thrown away!

Could it be that the gift is not for me?

I am a person. Therefore I am a gift, too.

A gift to myself first of all –

God gave myself to me.

Have I really looked inside the wrappings? 
Am I afraid to?

Perhaps I never accepted the gift that I am…

Could it be that there is something else inside the wrappings other than what I think there is?
Maybe I have seen the wonderful gift that I am!

Could the Father’s gift be anything but beautiful?

I love the gifts which those who love me give to me.

Why do I not love this gift of myself from the Father?

And I am a gift to other persons.

Am I willing to be given to the Father, to others? A person for others?

Do others have to be content with the wrappings…never permitted to enjoy the gift?

Every meeting of persons is an exchange of gifts.

But a gift without a giver is not a gift;

It is a thing devoid of a relationship between persons who see themselves

As they truly are: gifts of the Father to each other for others!

Song Ideas (from all together series):

8
Praise and thanksgiving

12
We are family

16
The Lord is present in his sanctuary

39
My Word

78
Holy, holy, holy Lord

149
I’ve got something
198
Boom, boom, boom, boom
223
When your spirit moves
258
Jesus put this song
282
O Lord, hear my prayer
294
God give you joy
295
Here I am, Lord
298
Let’s go out
300
Practise love
307
Walking in the light of God (It is a great thing)
308
We are called to follow Jesus
310
Yesu, Yesu, fill us with your love
314
Come to us
356
Give glory
358
Gift to the world
361
Here we are
372
Teach me your way
388
One body
412
Sent by the Lord am I
495
Come and follow me
506
Oh, let’s get up to love and serve
513
Another day
517
Make a joyful noise

543
All the world

546
Glory and gratitude and praise

554
Jesus, you’re the one

578
Do justice

587
Touch the earth lightly
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