Core Statement: explanation

As central to their mission and ministry, Lutheran schools seek to nurture individuals, who are aware of their
humanity, open to the influence of the Holy Spirit, and growing in and living according to a cohesive worldview

Individuals have a strong and positive sense of their own identity and worth. They know who they are and
acknowledge and respect the identity of others. Christians know who they are and whose they are and identify their
inheritance as children of God. Others in Lutheran schools, will know that Christians believe there is a God who loves
everyone. They will have experienced a Christian view of the individual as expressed in their school.

Individuals are aware of their humanity. They acknowledge their strengths and weaknesses, their potential and
limitations. They see themselves in relationship with others as they participate in community. Christians also have an
appreciation of the impact of sin on them personally, cn the community in which they operate and on their relationship
with God. They appreciate the act of forgiving and being forgiven, restoring relationships and recendiliation — living in
grace.

Moreover, individuals are open to the influence of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who is their *helper’ and
through whom they receive strength and faith. People within Lutheran schools, whether they are Christian or not, will
have the opportunity to know about the Holy Spirit and be open to the Spirit’s influence. For Christians, it is the Holy
spirit who strengthens and guides them in their relationship with Jesus Christ.

Furthermore, individuals are growing in {implying never-ending, developing, emerging) and living according to a
cohesive worldview. They incorporate their belief system and everyday actions and behaviours so that there is integrity
and consistency between their actions and their belief system — they walk their talk. This sense of identity is not just "head
stuff” but also “heart stuff’, a conscious thing, something that is lived not simply talked about.

Having a cohesive worldview implies developing a consistent, unified, interconnected and interrelated worldview,
encompassing local, national and global perspectives and accepting responsibilities and rights that attend such
perspectives. For Christians, it is a worldview determined by their relationship with Ged as creator, redeemer, sanctifier,
and is centred on God’s revelation in Jesus Christ.

In summary, individuals have a clear sense of personal identity and integrity. They display resilience, inner
peace and respect for themselves and for others.
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