
 

Suggested bible readings  
 
 
These texts have been reproduced using the NIV.  Biblegateway has a range of alternative versions 

 
 
 
John 10:10b 
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
 
 
1 Corinthians 10:31 
So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 
 
 
2 Peter 1:5-7 
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 

6
 

and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 
7
 

and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 
 
 
Colossians 3:17 
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God the Father through him. 
 
 
Philippians 4:11-14 
I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the 
circumstances. 

12
 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned 

the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want. 

13
 I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 

14
 Yet it was good of you to 

share in my troubles.  
 
 
James 2:14-17 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such 
faith save them? 

15
 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 

16
 If one of you 

says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, 
what good is it? 

17
 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

 
 
Luke 10:25-37  The parable of the Good Samaritan 
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?”  

26
 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”  

27
 He answered, “„Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength and with all your mind‟
[a]

; and, „Love your neighbour as yourself.‟
[b]

”  

28
 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”  

29
 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?”  
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30
 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by 

robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 
31

 A priest 
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other 
side. 

32
 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 

33
 But 

a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 
34

 
He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own 
donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 

35
 The next day he took out two denarii

[c]
 and 

gave them to the innkeeper. „Look after him,‟ he said, „and when I return, I will reimburse you for any 
extra expense you may have.‟  

36
 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”  

37
 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”  

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  
 
 
Matthew 25: 14-30   The Parable of the Bags of Gold 
14

 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to 
them. 

15
 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag,

[a]
 each 

according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 
16

 The man who had received five bags of gold 
went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 

17
 So also, the one with two bags 

of gold gained two more. 
18

 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground 
and hid his master‟s money.  

19
 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 

20
 The man 

who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. „Master,‟ he said, „you entrusted me with 
five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.‟  

21
 “His master replied, „Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; 

I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master‟s happiness!‟  

22
 “The man with two bags of gold also came. „Master,‟ he said, „you entrusted me with two bags of 

gold; see, I have gained two more.‟  

23
 “His master replied, „Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; 

I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master‟s happiness!‟  

24
 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. „Master,‟ he said, „I knew that you are a 

hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
25

 
So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.‟  

26
 “His master replied, „You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown 

and gather where I have not scattered seed? 
27

 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit 
with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.  

28
 “„So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 

29
 For whoever has will 

be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will 
be taken from them. 

30
 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.‟  
 
 
John 8:12  Jesus, Light of the World 
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
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Romans 8:29 
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might 
be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 
 
 
Matthew 5:14-16 

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
15

 Neither do people light a lamp 
and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 

16
 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your Father in heaven. 

NIV was used for the texts above 

 
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 (paraphrased) 
Reader 1: There are many different gifts but the same Spirit; there are different skills and talents, but 
it is the same God who gives them all. 

Reader 2: To each person the Spirit gives gifts that will benefit the common good. To one, the Spirit 
gives conversational skills, to another the Spirit gives intellectual skills. 

Reader 3: Through the Spirit some have a deep faith and are able to inspire others, and some have 
the ability to help people feel comfortable – and even to heal them. 

Reader 4: But it is the one Spirit of God who produces all of these gifts, distributing them to each 
person as God sees fit. 
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