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STAFF SPIRITUALITY

“DIRECTIONS”

Are we in the boat?
(Reflections on Jesus calms the storm)

A metaphor for Lutheran Schools?

The story of Jesus calms the storm has long been used to depict an image of the church as a boat and an image of our life journey too. It is interesting to note the context of this story (which appears in all three synoptic gospels). Jesus had clearly been busy teaching the people, talking to the crowds and healing the sick. The opening verse gives us an idea that this could be used as a mission text. “Let us go across to the other side of the lake” Jesus says. What for? To continue spreading the word! Were they going on a mission to reach out to people across the lake?

And so, the metaphor for our schools. Each school can be likened to a boat on a journey, a mission journey. We are heading out into our communities to spread the Word too! That is expected of us. That is a primary reason why Lutheran schools have been established. Therefore it is an expectation that staff who work in our Lutheran schools are “in the boat” so to speak. It is important that our staff understand the mission function of our schools and not only understand this function but passionately contribute.
Jesus Calms the Storm   Mark 4:35-41 (New Living Translation)
 35 As evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.” 36 So they took Jesus in the boat and started out, leaving the crowds behind (although other boats followed). 37 But soon a fierce storm came up. High waves were breaking into the boat, and it began to fill with water.  38 Jesus was sleeping at the back of the boat with his head on a cushion. The disciples woke him up, shouting, “Teacher, don’t you care that we’re going to drown?”  39 When Jesus woke up, he rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Silence! Be still!” Suddenly the wind stopped, and there was a great calm. 40 Then he asked them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?”  41 The disciples were absolutely terrified. “Who is this man?” they asked each other. “Even the wind and waves obey him!” 

Let’s build the analogy further …
· What does our boat the good ship “LSA” look like? 

· (Here we can substitute the name of any Lutheran School. But, maybe the LSA as part of LEA is a flotilla of boats … are we all heading in the right direction?)

Let’s build a rowing boat image. 
We could have several categories of people who make up the boat’s crew.

Those actually in the boat

· Passionate, active rowers. Fit, athletic, highly tuned and focused on the task of rowing, with high energy and endurance levels.

· Would be rowers. Make out rowers. People who row furiously when some one is watching, but really slacken off when the pressure is on. No endurance.

· Blatant non-participators. Laying down on the job, refusing to row, asleep on the job.

People not in the boat at all 

· May have been in the boat, but have fallen over board, or jumped out

· Those happy to go along for the ride, being towed along behind, having a good time, but certainly not contributing to the progress of the boat – just dragging it down.

· Maybe some overboard people are frantically trying to swim to catch up or drag themselves back on board again.

· Those quite comfortable sitting back on the shore, with their eskies and umbrellas. Absolutely no intention of getting on board. Having a lovely time going nowhere back on land.

A question to leave you with …          Are WE in the boat?

 or at a more personal level,                   am I in the boat?
(The challenge is to have every one in the boat, passionately rowing AND heading in the right direction. That does not happen automatically. Not everyone is ready to passionately row when they come on board. We need to help each other with that task. As schools of the LSA we need to have programmes in place to encourage staff to feel more comfortable with, better equipped for and more skilled at the task of rowing. )

The final word on the imagery:

The task of spreading the word is not always going to be easy, which gives yet another dimension to the story of Jesus calms the storm! There will be rough and stormy seas, but with Jesus on board, who can be against us?

May the spirit of God be with you as you and help you along on your spiritual journey and help you in your quest to become a passionate rower!






Nev Grieger

LSA Spiritual Development Facilitator 
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