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STAFF SPIRITUALITY

“DIRECTIONS”

The Principal as Spiritual Leader
So, as Principal or Kindy Director you are the spiritual leader of a Lutheran school
 community! Congratulations – but what does that mean? For some, the opening line may have already aroused contention. The Principal as the spiritual leader – how can that be? Some would ask why wouldn’t this be the School Pastor? 
The LCA and the LEA have jointly agreed that the Principal of a Lutheran School is the spiritual leader, with a number of official documents supporting this position. (see documents listed in the footnotes
.)

It is unfortunate that in some quarters there has been an emphasis or hang-up on the word THE when we refer to the Principal as being “The spiritual leader of the school”. It is certainly not a power thing but a team thing. Perhaps it is better stated in these ways: 
· It is critical (not-negotiable) that the Principal shows spiritual leadership, 
OR

· (maybe an even better way of putting it) -  the Principal is responsible for the      spiritual leadership of the school. 

Without genuine, passionate and proactive spiritual leadership from the top; without the authentic modeling of the Christian life not just by the Principal but also by senior staff, it is likely that there will be limited success in the task of genuinely fulfilling the spiritual aims and objectives of the school.
See separate documents:

What is meant by Spiritual Leadership?


The cross: Façade or central focus?

� From here forward, when using the term school, we use that inclusively to read college, primary school and/or kindergarten. Likewise, when using the term Principal that should be considered to be inclusive of Kindergarten Directors.


� “The Principal and the Lutheran School” � HYPERLINK "http://www.lutheran.edu.au/tools/getFile.aspx?tbl=tblContentItem&id=70" ��http://www.lutheran.edu.au/tools/getFile.aspx?tbl=tblContentItem&id=70�  “The Lutheran school as a place of ministry and mission” � HYPERLINK "http://www.lutheran.edu.au/tools/getFile.aspx?tbl=tblContentItem&id=66" ��http://www.lutheran.edu.au/tools/getFile.aspx?tbl=tblContentItem&id=66� 
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