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STAFF SPIRITUALITY

“DIRECTIONS”

WHY ARE WE HERE?
This statement has been taken from the model constitution of LEA. All LSA schools would have a similar clause in their constitution, relating to the aims and purposes of the school. 
Lutheran Schools have been … “established to offer Christian education to children in the Church and in the community and serve as an arm of mission outreach for the Church.

How serious are we about this aim, and especially the last part of it … serving as an arm of mission outreach FOR THE CHURCH? 
Yet within all this it is critical to retain balance, which is beautifully summarized in the statement below:

“The purpose of Lutheran schools is to make Jesus Christ known to the students and families. Yet the schools are also educational institutions, which must do their educational task well. Schools will do this when they pursue what is educationally best for each student, within a Christian context and from a Christian point of view. Lutheran schools can never sacrifice their spiritual centredness for the sake of education or they would no longer be schools of the church. Nor can Lutheran schools forsake their educational purposes in the interests of spirituality, or they would forfeit the right to be schools. It is indeed a tension that needs to be held in balance.” 

(Lutheran Education Update Issue 30       5/10/2000)

Have we got the balance right? Perhaps the question “Why are we here?” is the over-riding one that should be considered in conjunction with the comprehensive list of questions provided for consideration in DIRECTIONS: The cross – Façade or Central Focus?






Nev Grieger

LSA Spiritual Development Facilitator 
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