
YEAR 10
	UNIT TITLE/TOPIC 
I Believe (Ethics & Morals)
	BAND:  D
YEAR GROUP: 10
	DURATION OF UNIT/TIME ALLOCATION



	CB
	CC
	CL  5.1; 5.3
	CW 5.3
	KEY IDEA
CL Key Idea 1: Christians believe that God creates people to live in relationship with him and each other.

CL Key Idea 3: Christians have a responsibility in and for the world.

CW: Key Idea 3: People make decisions using a range of religious perspectives and ethical frameworks.


	OUTCOME: Students construct their own guidelines to enable them to make ethical decisions. They learn both Christian and other principles to help guide them in these decisions.


	UNIT OVERVIEW

Students examine the definition of ethics and morality and the difference between these two concepts. They learn about some ethical frameworks for making decisions, and then learn about the Christian framework. Students create their own ethical framework and apply it to several decisions they are confronted with. Finally in a group they plan and teach a lesson to the class about an ethical dilemma using what they have learnt throughout the unit.

	CONTRIBUTION TO LLQ

This unit finds its foundation in…
To think ethically they will learn to grow in and live according to a cohesive worldview.

Students will need to be self directed, insightful investigators and learners. To teach the lesson they must be problem solvers and implementers, communicators and facilitators and leaders and collaborators.

	STUDENTS/LEARNERS PROFILE

prior learning/interests/needs of students 

· Students in Year 10 are faced with many ethical dilemmas during this time in their adolescence. Many of them have never considered how to make an effective, ethical decision.
· Some students have never been confronted with how Christians make such decisions.
	ESSENTIAL/GUIDING QUESTION/STATEMENT 

In this day and age of law and ethics not necessarily agreeing, how can we effectively make ethical decisions for the greater good of our community?
	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT UNIT

OHPs, teacher notes

	
	
	LINKS TO LIFE

 

	SAMPLE STUDENT QUESTIONS
What are ethics and morals? 

How do they relate to me?

What steps do I take to make a decision? 

How does the Christian ethical framework relate to me and my life?
How can I share what I’ve learnt and apply it practically to life?

	LINKS TO OTHER CURRICULUM AREAS
English – communication/ public speaking
Philosophy – ethics and morals
	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT TEACHER



	STRATEGIES USED TO MEET SPECICIC NEEDS OF INDIVIDUALS/GROUPS OF STUDENTS
· Use ethical dilemmas suggested by the class instead of the handout provided.
· Understand that some students may already have come across some of the dilemmas presented and this may confront them when they discover they may not have made the best decisions.


	IDENTIFY SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE STUDENTS NEED TO ACHIEVE THE OUTCOME (Students know…)
· the difference between ethics and morals

· learn about the Christian Ethical Framework and how Christians use the Bible to help them in their process.

· understand the steps to make an ethical decision

Student directed study:

· decide on an ethical issue they wish to research

· plan a lesson to teach the class

· present this information to the class in a practical way.




	WEEK

1
2

3

4

5

6 & 7

8
	SEQUENCE OF LEARNING 

OPPORTUN ITIES
Introduction to unit – what is ethics? Class discussion. List possible definitions on the board. Students vote on which may be most correct.
Use overhead – discuss definition of ethics and see how close the students came to defining it. Have all students write down this definition. 1 - 2 lessons
What is morality? Class discussion as above. 1 lesson
Present half of the ethical frameworks for making decisions overhead. 1 - 2 lessons
Continue discussing each ethical framework for making decisions overhead. 1 lesson
Hand out Ethical Frameworks for Making Decisions Task Sheet. 1 lesson
Discuss  Christian Ethical Framework Overheads. Continue work on task sheet: 2 lessons total

“Everyone else does it!” ethics project – introduction ½ lesson

Newspaper headlines – discuss ethical dilemma, what would the students do. ½ - 1 lesson

Discuss questions: How do ethics and morals influence personal and community values?

AND

Are there some fundamental ethical principles that transcend all people?

1 lesson
Begin Student Activities Task 1 – ½ lesson

Student Activities Task 2 – ½ lesson

Student Activities Task 3 – 1 lesson

Complete Ethical Framework for Making Decisions Task Sheet – homework

Distribute an Ethical Dilemmas list and the Top Ten Questions You Should Ask Yourself When Making an Ethical Decision discussion guide to each group.  2 lessons

Students prepare a written explanation and defence of their chosen course of action with an ethically sound argument. This could be submitted for marking purposes. 1 lesson

Introduce the Planning and Presenting a lesson task, students form the groups and begin planning their project – 1 lesson

Students plan their lesson – 4 lessons

Students present their lessons  - 8 lessons
Students write a reflection on what they’ve learnt, this is a polished piece, discussing what they’ve not only learned from the beginning of the course but what they have learned from other groups’ presentations. – 2- 4 lessons

 
	STUDENTS CAN…

Contribute ideas to the definition of ethics. 
Vote on which may be most correct – could have a prize for the person who is most correct.
Contribute ideas to the definition of morality.
Vote on which may be most correct.

Class discussion on each framework – what is good about them, what students would not use in their own frameworks. This should be done over 2 lessons – and will go into week 2.
Continue class discussion as above

Begin working on the task sheet

Discuss how the first overhead may relate to some of the other frameworks already discussed. Students work on task sheet.

Class discussion

Students may write a short paragraph on the newspaper headlines prior to presenting their thoughts to the class.

Private thoughts, students write ideas, small group discussion and then large class discussion with both questions separately.

Students define 3 general ethical principles and create a drawing that outlines why these have universal qualities.

Read Business Ethics – The Foundation of Effective Leadership. Discuss in small groups, discuss as a class.
Students make a chart and consider certain questions in their discussion.

Rewrite the personal code of ethics and see if it had changed at all. Submit Ethical Framework for Making Decisions Task Sheet.

Students role play or discuss the situation in as much detail time will allow. Students are to record their process as much as the decision making. Stress the need to find an ethical foundation for their decision making. Students should answer the questions in the Ethical Dilemmas Record Sheet to record the group process.

Students write an explanation to be submitted.

Form groups and begin planning project.

Planning

Presenting the lessons

Write reflection
	RESOURCES

Overhead on ethics

Overhead on morality

Overhead on Ethical Frameworks

Task Sheet

Christian Ethical Framework Overheads

Newspaper stories from recent newspapers – teacher to find.

Ethical Dilemmas and Top Ten Questions Hand out.

Ethical Dilemmas record sheet.

Planning and presenting a lesson handout.

Written Reflection Handout


	ASSESSMENT

Begin Ethical Framework Task Sheet

Submit Ethical Framework Task

Student’s written explanation of their course of action.

Present a lesson

Written Reflection

	EVALUATION OF UNIT

· Was the purpose of the unit fulfilled?

· Was the unit relevant, engaging, challenging and developmentally appropriate??

· Were the resources adequate?

· Were knowledge and processes covered?

· Did the assessment opportunities produce work samples that demonstrate achievement or part thereof of outcome(s)?

· What further questions do students have as a result of their learning in this unit?

· What did you learn from students’ evaluation of the unit?
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