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What is a religion?
Read and discuss in groups
Perhaps the most useful working descriptions of religion are:
· A system of beliefs and practices that are relative to superhuman beings

· The human response to whatever the mystery of life is for a particular person or group

· Simply a way of life

Note what you like / dislike about the definitions.
Write a list of the beliefs and practices of religions you know. (Write which religion is connected to the practice or belief.)

Someone once said,
“I spell religion … D … O.
I spell Christianity … D … O … N … E.”
What do you think they meant?

What do you think they thought about religion?

Religion is a universal phenomenon. Each believer [of whatever religion] has right and responsibility towards their deity [god] and fellow humans. In so far as religions reflect justice, goodness and peace they are acting in God’s service. (Institutions or Estates – Martin Luther)
How does this definition of religion add to what is above?

What is your definition of religion?

Theistic,


related to Theos (Θεός),


is the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language" \o "Greek language" �Greek� word


for "� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God" \o "God" �God�"
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