YEAR 12  STUDIES IN RELIGION
Contact Matt Schirmer at Tatachilla Lutheran College, McLaren Vale SA. Ph (08) 8327 3891 or email mschirme@tatachilla.sa.edu.au for resource support

	UNIT TITLE/TOPIC: 
The Meaning of Life
	BAND: E
YEAR GROUP: 12
	DURATION OF UNIT/TIME ALLOCATION

10 x 90 minute lessons (1 term)

	CB
	CC
	CL 6.2
	CW
	KEY IDEA
What is the meaning of life?
	OUTCOME 
Students critique Christian, individual and community responses to needs of the world and develop and defend a personal position

	UNIT OVERVIEW

Students begin the unit by pondering the apparent futility of our daily ‘grind’ – working, eating, sleeping – and consider the prospect of a life without ‘meaning’. They are introduced to Solomon (in Ecclesiastes) who experiences so many worldly pleasures yet still is devoid of meaning (‘it is all useless!’). Students investigate and report on the nature of human beings (positive and negative aspects) and compare this to being made in the ‘image of God’. They reflect on and prioritise sources of meaning in their own lives, and assess other areas of life that may bring meaning (pleasures, money, work, family, friends etc). In every lesson, students walk with Solomon as he experiences every pleasure yet remains unfulfilled, until he fully appreciates the role of God in his life (other Bible passages are also used to support this). To conclude, students respond in writing by summarising the key concepts covered in the course and deciding for themselves the answer to the question…’What is the meaning of life?’.
	CONTRIBUTION TO LLQ
This unit finds it’s foundation in…
· Nurturing individuals who are aware of their humanity; growing in & living according to a cohesive world view, while
· Living in community and reflecting characteristics of God through core values, especially hope, quality and appreciation; and
· Contributing to communities by being investigators & learners; problem solvers and implementers; producers & contributors; and communicators & facilitators 



	STUDENTS/LEARNERS PROFILE

prior learning/interests/needs of students 

· Students undertake Year 12 SIR as a compulsory subject that does not count towards their SACE. As a result, their attitude towards the subject can be negative as it is seen to interfere with valuable study time. 

· They are generally highly relational, have strong links with media (film/music) and respond well to a variety of learning experiences and assessment tasks.    
	ESSENTIAL/GUIDING QUESTION/STATEMENT 

· As humans, we are in a constant search for meaning and purpose in life. We attempt to ‘fill the gap’ left by God with earthly pleasures. However, it is only through faith in God and by experiencing an active relationship with Him that we can find true meaning.  
	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT UNIT
Films - The Meaning of Life (Monty Python), School Of Rock, Nooma DVD – ‘Trees’, One Man Band’ (short film at start of Cars DVD)

Music – Roadhouse Blues (The Doors), Italian leather Sofa (Cake)



	
	
	

	SAMPLE STUDENT QUESTIONS
· Why do we work so hard every day?
· Why am I alive?

· What is the point of living if we all die anyway?

· What is the most important thing in my life?

· How do Christians find hope and meaning?

· Can money really make me happy?

· Are my friends enough to fulfil my needs?

· What does my family mean to me?

· What do I want from life?
· Is Solomon’s struggle relevant to me?
	LINKS TO OTHER CURRICULUM AREAS
· Performing Arts (Media – analysis of film and music)

· Visual Arts (Martians report on human nature)

· English (Diary entries, letters, unit summary)


	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT TEACHER
· Lesson plans for unit (on network)
· Woodcroft Unit – ‘The Meaning of Life’ (MSC)

· CSCF framework

	STRATEGIES USED TO MEET SPECICIC NEEDS OF INDIVIDUALS/GROUPS OF STUDENTS
A variety of ‘development’ activities and ‘application’ tasks are used to cater for differences between student learning styles. Students…

· analyse a range of media genre (movie, short film, music)
· create a poster

· reflect individually in personal diary entries and a letter

· participate in small and large group discussion

· prepare and participate in debates 
· write a summary of the unit and articulate their personal views

· analyse family structures and personalities via Family Genograms  


	IDENTIFY SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE STUDENTS NEED TO ACHIEVE THE OUTCOME (Students know…)
· the context of Ecclesiastes and the search for meaning undertaken by King Solomon
· the relevance of Solomon’s struggle in today’s society

· what it means to be created in the image of God 

· the biblical concept of ‘on body, many parts’ 

· the ‘Parable of the Rich Fool’



	WEEK

1
Why are we here?

2-3

The nature of human beings

4-5

Pleasures

6-7

Work & money

8-9
Friends & Family
10

Summary
	SEQUENCE OF LEARNING 

OPPORTUN ITIES
 ‘Kickstart’ activity 
Mitsubishi mate* & Student responses (pairs)

Introduction to unit

Read Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 to set the scene. Share the ‘Introduction’ to Ecclesiastes and perhaps some of the notes in lesson 1 of the Woodcroft unit.

Followed by ‘class discussion’ questions

Application

House on fire activity plus discussion

Reflection 

Nooma DVD – ‘Trees’ 

Introduce ‘Be still & chill’ diaries

Diary reflection – questions from Nooma DVD cover
Question box

Kickstart activity

View 3 scenes Monty Python – ‘The meaning of Life‘

Scene discussion

Development activity - Group work

A Martian’s report on the nature of human beings (see OHT 1)

Application #2 - Group work

What does the Bible tell us about our human nature? (see OHT 2)

Reflection
Diary entry – ‘Write me a letter’ (OHT 3)

Question box
Kickstart

See/saw activity & discussion

Development activity

What are your pleasures?

Application #1

Mini debates (see OHT)

Application #2

Read & discuss Ecclesiastes 2:1-11

What was Solomon’s conclusion about pleasures?

Reflection

Prompt – play  song ‘Italian leather Sofa’ (by Cake) plus dance activity
Diary entry – questions about song

Question box
Kickstart

Short film – ‘One man band’ & share reading (Luke 12:13-32 – Parable of the rich fool)
Development activity

Can work and money make you happy and fulfilled? (Two groups discuss & feedback)
Application #1

Mini debates 2 (see OHT)

Application #2

Read & discuss Ecclesiastes 4:8-12 

Watch clip from ‘School of Rock’ (ch 13) and discuss (quest on lesson plan)

Application #3

Read and discuss Ecclesiastes 3:16-22 (OHT)

Reflection

Prompt – ‘Play final seconds of Roadhouse Blues (The Doors) 

Diary entry – reflection on final line

Kickstart
Groups of 3 – Trust games & discussion on what ‘trust’ means in families and friendships

Development activity 

Complete ‘Family Genograms’

Discuss in pairs – to whole class if appropriate

Discuss intricacies of families over generations – patterns, inconsistencies, observations etc
What sense of meaning do we gain from our families?

Application

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 and discuss each section in regard to a ‘current day’ application 

Reflection

Diary entry – reflect on Family Genogram and bible reading

Question box

Kickstart

Each student reports how they are feeling via a weather report or a vehicle 

Discuss uniqueness as an introduction to main activity

Unit conclusion – Final activity
What is the meaning of life?
2 page written response

a) Reflecting on the course
· Conclusions drawn by King Solomon in Ecclesiastes
· A general description of human nature (including the biblical view)
· Ways in which we try to find fulfilment and happiness (pleasures, work, money, family, friends etc)

· The extent to which these things provide meaning.

b) Reflecting on your own thoughts and feelings
· Explain your own conclusion to the above question 
· What is the meaning of life for me?
· Why am I here? What is my purpose? 

· Does God play a part in my life? Why/Why not? (refer to object activity)


	STUDENTS CAN…

· Recognise the innate need for meaning and purpose in life.
· Consider what provides meaning and purpose in their own life

· Understand the context of Ecclesiastes and the search for meaning undertaken by King Solomon
· Consider and evaluate the relevance of Solomon’s struggle in today’s society
· Reflect on which material possessions are of greatest importance to them.

· Evaluate the importance of material possessions in the grand scheme of life
· Evaluate where God is present in our lives

· Discuss aspects of birth, war and death as presented in a film and compare these to everyday life
· Work in small groups to report on the positive and negative aspects of human nature
· Understand what it means to be created in the image of God and in relationship with him
· Apply this understanding to our own search for meaning

· Express personal ideas on Christianity, SIR at Tatachilla & topics they would like to explore further
· Explore the human pursuit of pleasure

· Evaluate the ability of pleasure to bring purpose and meaning to life

· Consider  Solomon’s view on pleasure and meaning

· Analyse music lyrics and how they address the interplay between pleasure, meaning and purpose

· Apply aspects of human greed represented in a short film to a biblical parable  

· Explore the human pursuits of work and money

· Evaluate the ability of work & money to bring happiness and meaning to life

· Reflect on Solomon’s perspectives on work and money

· Consider hedonistic song lyrics and evaluate their relevance for everyday living
· Reflect on personal family structure and history

· Evaluate the depth meaning gained from family structures and relationships

· Apply the biblical concept of ‘on body, many parts’ to their own family life 

· Describe personal feelings in a creative manner

· Summarise key elements of the course and their place in evaluating purpose and meaning in life
· Express their personal opinion on the meaning of life and the role God plays in this
	RESOURCES

Lesson Plans (OHT’s and all activities included)

Nooma DVD

Student diaries

Bibles (or PC’s of Ecclesiastes)

Lesson Plans (OHT’s and all activities included)

‘The meaning of Life’ (Monty Python)

Bibles (or PC’s of Ecclesiastes)

Lesson Plans (OHT’s and all activities included)

Song ‘Italian Leather Sofa’ by Cake

Bibles (or PC’s of Ecclesiastes)

Lesson Plans (OHT’s and all activities included)

Short film – One Man Band (at start of Cars DVD)

Bibles (or PC’s of Ecclesiastes)

‘School of Rock’ DVD
Song – “Roadhouse Blues’ by The Doors

Lesson Plans (OHT’s and all activities included)

Bibles 

Lesson Plans (OHT’s and all activities included)

Bibles (or PC’s of Ecclesiastes)


	ASSESSMENT

Report on human nature

Mini debate 1

Mini debate 2

Written summary



	EVALUATION OF UNIT

· Was the purpose of the unit fulfilled?

· Was the unit relevant, engaging, challenging and developmentally appropriate??

· Were the resources adequate?

· Were knowledge and processes covered?

· Did the assessment opportunities produce work samples that demonstrate achievement or part thereof of outcome(s)?

· What further questions do students have as a result of their learning in this unit?

· What did you learn from students’ evaluation of the unit?
	
	


CSCF Curriculum Statements, September 2005          PAGE 5

