	Learning Area
	CHRISTIAN  STUDIES
Strand: Christian Living

	
	Unit Title
	Truckin along with the  Fruit of the Spirit
	Overview
	Students learn and reflect on the gifts of God. They talk about and practise demonstrating care for others.


	
	Term
	Three
	
	Teacher
	Mrs Stewart
	
	Band
	Beg
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	
	Unit Duration
	10 Weeks
	
	Class
	Pre Primary
	
	Strand
	CB
	CC
	CL
	CW

	to 
	Key Idea(s)
	Christians are called to love and serve all people.
	
	Outcome(s)
	Children hear stories about God’s helpers and discuss ways they are helped and can help others.
	
	Guiding

Questions
	What do you know about fruit, where does it come from, why do we need it? (The fruit is the gift we give to other people)
What is a friend?

What are friends for?

Does friendship work?

Why do people help one another?


	Students Know…
	Students Can…
	Learning Experiences
	Assessment

	Stories of Jesus’ friends and helpers

1.  Jesus shows people how to live with others through the things he said and did (actions + words of love, care, forgiveness, kindness)

2.  Examples of friendship and service

3.  Stories of people who help and care for others

4.  God’s helpers today
5. God’s gifts grow and develop like fruit on a tree

	Retell stories of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control
Use a variety of ways to retell the stories of Jesus helping and being a friend to others 

model cooperation and consideration to others (eg, willingly take turns using puppets, finger plays)

brainstorm ways friends help each other

participate in a group discussion about what it means to be a friend

participate in games focusing on the giving of positive comments

contribute as a group member to develop a list of acceptable behaviours for the group

listen to Bible stories about Jesus’ disciples and discuss ways they helped Jesus

role play the ways they see adults helping others

use problem-solving skills to help others

participate in a service activity (eg, visit an old-age facility, picking up rubbish)  - (I couldn’t see this referred to in the learning experiences)

	Week One – PD Day
Start with concept of ‘friends’: what is one? What makes a friend? Are people always friends? Do you need friends?  How do you know how to be one? 

Christians believe that God’s love for people enables them to love others. Being a friend and helper of others is being the hands, feet and voice of God in the world 
Week Two – Love  
Love one another   John 13:34,35                  
Love shows in actions    Romans 12:9–18



 1 John 3:16–18

How do friends show love.......? Discuss- Looks like, feels like, sounds like.
Brainstorm/record responses

Jesus demonstrates love for people

Read: Zacchaeus + “That Yucky Love Thing”

Introduce notion of Truckin along with the Fruit of the Spirit – People in God’s family say God’s gift of love is like strawberries – sweet 
Activities
Construct large fruit truck, children to decorate each week with a fruit of the spirit
Decorate strawberries to be added to truck
Strawberries to share for afternoon tea

Week Three - Joy  
Read: ‘When I feel Happy” + The Prodigal Son 
How do friends show joy.......?  Discuss- Looks like, feels like, sounds like . 
The children will learn that people in God’s family can be happy in all situations even when things don't go their way because they can trust God to work out his plan for them.      

God’s gift of joy is like a pineapple - juicy 
Activities 
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1. Fruit Loop Necklace - Children color the medallion and make a Fruit Loop necklace (make medallion pineapple shape.
2. Decorate pineapples with small yellow patty pans, scrunched tissue paper
Week Four – Peace
God will take care of people. People in God’s family  can be at peace knowing that he loves them and provides for them
Having a wonderful place to rest can bring a peaceful feeling to everyone’s mind and body. Where is your place? Is it your room? God wants everyone’s heart and spirit to have a place to rest. Everyone can have the 'peace' that comes from God. It is a resting place for the Spirit. Hearts can be quiet and still and know that God will take care. 
How do friends show peace.......? Discuss- Looks like, feels like, sounds like
Read: “Creation”, “Noah’s Ark”, “Nativity”
Activities
1. Make Watermelon Muffins
2. Watermelon paper plates , 
Week Five – Kindness
Your home is your shelter. Your parents feed you each day.  There are children in our world who are not safe. God wants everyone to be safe. 

People in God’s family:

· speak kind words

· do good deeds

· pray for others

· thank God when they are treated kindly
Jesus was kind to many people. He fed them and made them well. Goodness and kindness are also fruits of His Spirit. 
Read:  Clancy the Courageous Cow” and “Kiddie Kindness” 

“I Can See” (Batimaeus The Lion First Bible-pg 413)

How do friends show kindness.......? Discuss- Looks like, feels like, sounds like
Activities
1. Make bunch of grapes – water balloon printing
2. Grape jelly
Week Six – Patience

People in God’s family believe that God knows what is best for them and answers their prayers in his own time and in his own way. They wait and trust God to carry out his plans for their lives.
Story of Abraham – The Promise (The Lion First Bible-pg 38)
Read: “Claudia the Caterpillar” and “Arthur”
How do friends show patience.......? Discuss- Looks like, feels like, sounds like
Activities

1. Lemon prints

2. Make lemonade to share
Week Seven – Goodness

The children learn how Dorcas showed goodness and kindness to others.
How do friends show goodness.......? Discuss- Looks like, feels like, sounds like
Read: “The Good Samaritan” and “Goodness the Paramedic”
Activities

   1. Banana face
   2. Banana Smoothie or Pancakes
Week Eight – Faithfulness

Read the story of Daniel. Talk about faithfulness in the little things, and faithfulness in the bigger things.
Jesus was faithful to do what His Father asked Him to do. Through Jesus, people in God’s family can:

· pray to God 
· call Jesus their friend. 
· Help family and friends

· Tell others about his great love

Faithfulness is one of the Fruits of the Spirit. 
Read: “Rose Meets Mr Wintergarten” and “Our Stripy Baby”
Activities

  1. Cherry – jelly crystal collage
  2. Cherry Danish
Week Nine – Gentleness

Children learn how Paul became a gentle person after he met Jesus on the Road to Damascus.
Read: God gave me Touch and “Clifford’s Kitten”
Activities

  1.   Peach collage – orange tissue paper (squashed and glued)
  2. Tinned peaches and vanilla yogurt

Week Ten – Self – Control
God gives people a choice about what they will do and how they will do it. It is not always easy to choose to do what is right. Sometimes people make a choice that is wrong. Wrong choices can hurt you and others, and God.
Everybody makes wrong choices.

The Bible says, "Everyone has sinned. No one measures up to God's glory." Romans. 3:23 
Christians look to Jesus as their Savior. They call on Jesus to help them live by the fruits of His Holy Spirit. One of these fruits helps people control their actions to do what is right in the eyes of God. This gift is called "self control." 
How do friends show self control...? Discuss Looks like, sounds like, feels like.
Read: “Creation” and “Adam + Eve”

Activities

1. Fruit of the Spirit Basket

2. Make Fruit Salad

Children showcase their discoveries about ‘friends.’


	Children’s responses are recorded in each lesson. These are made into labels and attached to the fruit truck with each fruit.
Children share with another group or class or their parents all of the things they have discovered about friends, and in particular how friends of Jesus rely on the fruits of the Spirit to guide their lives and friendships



	Resources
Set up ‘Fruit Truck” as a display in the classroom.
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