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FOCUS: Christmas in the classroom
Some thoughts taken From A Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels and Harper’s Bible Commentary: 
We can ask “How are we to approach the infancy narratives? Are they primarily theological or historical narratives? Authors suggest 
· Gospels have material of historical substance that has been theologically interpreted to bring out its greater significance.
· Gospel writers had a variety of sources, collections of traditions about the birth of Jesus from which they fashioned their account to highlight their theological emphases.

· Matthew seems to present Joseph’s side of the story

· Luke focuses on Mary’s perspective

Read the account of events surrounding Jesus’ birth in Matthew 1 & 2 and retell the story from Joseph’s perspective. or retell Mary’s story after a reading of Luke 1 & 2

Do a search of art work featuring Joseph. Compare artist’s interpretation and representation with Matthew’s account. Alternatively do same for Mary.
Create a ’senses’ profile of either Mary of Joseph, e.g what would they have seen? smelt? heard? Etc… 
· The infancy narratives focus not so much on Jesus as on those who come into contact with Jesus.
Students make a list of the people who are recorded to have come into contact with Jesus. They record those people’s responses. Summarise what can be learnt about Jesus from other people’s encounters with him at his birth.
· Genealogies are there to make a comment about Jesus rather than about the ancestors named in the genealogies. They serve a Christological purpose rather than an historical one.
Students compare the two genealogies identifying how they differ, the themes they contain, the qualities of the people mentioned and then trace how those themes are introduced in the infancy narratives. Students discuss how a genealogy adds to a person’s identity.
Students find out what commentators have to say about the audience and purpose of Matthew’s and Luke’s gospels.
· Annunciation stories form a regular literary genre in the Bible. They are not included to record historical fact but to interpret the role a child is to play in salvation in history and to emphasise that the role is initiated by God.
Students explore the role of dreams in the Matthew 1 & 2 and the part played by angels in Luke 1 & 2. What can be learnt about Jesus and God from such an investigation?
Students explore the nativity story as presented in following website http://www.topmarks.co.uk/christianity/nativity/nativity3.htm, identifying which parts come from Luke, which parts come from Matthew and which parts are additional details. The same activity can be completed with picture books and Christmas cards.
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FOCUS: Christmas in the classroom
· The writer of Luke’s gospel makes use of song and poetry in the telling of the Christmas story. What is known as the Magnificat (Luke 1: 46 – 55) has parallels with Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2: 1 – 10. Zechariah’s song is known as the Benedictus and Simeon’s song as the Nunc Dimittis. 

Students compare the two women’s songs and situation. They look up how other women responded to the birth of their children (e.g. Sarah, Rachel, Elizabeth). In what way is Mary’s situation the same? different? What is the writer’s theological focus here? 

Make links to the way these songs have been incorporated in the worship and liturgy of today
Using a Bible concordance students find the Old Testament references to both Zechariah’s and Simeon’s songs. 
· The writer of Luke is eager to show that Jesus’ roots go back to the Old Testament, in fact back to the beginning of time. He emphasises that the Jewish law was observed at Jesus’ birth. Luke also wants his readers to appreciate that the message and person of Jesus is at the very heart of Israel’s spiritual life and so we have accounts of the visits to the Temple (circumcision and presentation).
· The Luke’s infancy narrative is structured around two birth announcements (1:5 – 56), Mary’s visit to Elizabeth, two births and circumcision each section closed with a hymn, and Jesus entering the Temple in 2:41 – 52 
· The writer of Matthew also makes references to the Old Testament. The 5 –episode structure of the infancy narrative (each incorporating a prophecy) is reminiscent of God’s intervention/rescue of Israel (Jesus is called Immanuel) with comparisons drawn between Jesus and Moses. 
Birth of Jesus/ coming of the wise men/ flight into Egypt/ slaughter of the children of Bethlehem/ return from Egypt 

Students create a visual representation of either the Matthew or Luke infancy narrative – diorama, nativity scene, poster, Christmas card
 Students read either the Matthew or Luke narrative. Using art work available on Google 
Images (type in words such as Christmas nativity, Christmas shepherds etc…) students create a gallery of images that highlight the unique message of each gospel.

Using a Bible concordance students research the Old Testament references in each of the narratives and create a flow chart to show the links between key events in the narratives and the Old Testament.
· The Matthew narrative features the magi, wise men from the East and Luke includes shepherds and angels. 
Students research the development of the stories surrounding the Magi. (http://www.benbest.com/history/xmas.html ). They record the additional details to the actual Matthew narrative. They find images of the Magi in art (this site has enough for one image per student, http://www.textweek.com/art/magi.htm )and identify the details included by the artist and make comparisons with traditional stories and the Matthew account. What role does the artist give the Magi in the story of Jesus? They compare the story of the Magi in the Christmas carol We three kings of Orient are and the Matthew account. 
Students research the significance of the gifts given by the Magi. What gift would students bring to Jesus today? Why? 
Students find out about the life of shepherds at the time the gospels were written and reflect on the message that can be gained from the inclusion of shepherds in the Luke account. Students compare various art works, including Christmas cards, featuring shepherd and select the artistic representation they believe best represents the message of Luke.
Students find all the references to angels in the infancy narratives and record what the angels say and do. They use images of angels to be found on the web and create Christmas cards incorporating information about the role angles played at the birth of Jesus. 

Use http://www.biblegateway.com/ to download different versions of the Luke and Matthew accounts.
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It is possible to examine the Christmas story, following either the Matthew or the Luke narrative through art works. A visit to a local library, book shop or a Google search will provide numerous pieces of art work. 

“The meagre but colourful details specified by Matthew and Luke in the chronicles of the nativity have given artists unending inspiration” (from The life of Christ in Art by Nancy Grubb (1996, Artabras) available on Amazon.com. https://www.amazon.com/Life-Christ-Tiny-Folios/dp/0789201445
This would be a very worthwhile resource for any school library as it provides large examples and covers the entire life of Jesus. Another similar resource available from Amazon.com or Randomhouse.com or Powells .com is An illustrated life of Jesus (from The National Gallery Of Art Collection). 
Hark The Herald Angels Sing Carols For Christmas (Publisher: National Gallery Publication, London, ISBN 0-7112-2069-7) features 18 carols with music and accompanying art work from the National Gallery, London. It is beautifully presented and very affordable ($14.95) from Mary Ryan bookshop. The book also gives brief explanations of the artists and art works included.

· The art of Giotto http://www.wga.hu/tours/giotto/padova/index23.html 
Students do a search on the web for information about Giotto and the dominant beliefs about the Christmas story at the time Giotto lived. Students draw conclusions about how culture impacts on the Christmas story ands how the Christmas story impacts culture. This can lead to a study of contemporary art of the Christmas story and/or an examination of Christmas cards. 
· www.beloit.edu is the site of a college offering a range of courses one of which looks at Jesus. By clicking on the art museum you have access to many nativity paintings from both the early middle ages and renaissance period. https://www.beloit.edu/wright/
· http://www.joyfulheart.com/christmas/ is a site with a link to Christmas art work as well as many other stories about key people and events of the Christmas story. Very suitable for the primary classroom. The link to Artwork of angels leads you to many pieces of art work that focus on the annunciation.
FOCUS: Christmas in the classroom
Research the history of the CHRISTMAS CALENDAR – when, where, and why was the first Christmas calendar created? http://www.sellmer-verlag.de/history.htm.
ADVENT WREATH https://livinghopeomaha.com/special-services/holiday-worship-schedule-at-living-hope/the-meaning-of-the-advent-wreath/. 
This site also provides links to various other customs related to Christmas.

Students find out what the word ‘advent’ means. They look up hymns, songs listed in the advent section of the books, the Bible readings listed for the advent season and summarise the main message of advent. They prepare rituals and symbols to help children prepare and focus on the message of Christmas. These may form the basis of class worship. 

Create an advent wreath that is Australian and reflects the themes of justice and reconciliation.  Key words: justice, peace, integrity, community, sharing, equity. Alternatively create a wreath that focuses on the larger theme of salvation with each candle representing the movement from sorrow ( forgiveness (repentance( joy. Candles can encircle a bowl of water representing baptism and life. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS – The custom of sending Christmas cards started in Britain in 1840 when the first 'Penny Post' public postal deliveries began. (Helped by the new railway system, the public postal service was the 19th century's communication revolution, just as email is for us today.) As printing methods improved, Christmas cards were produced in large numbers from about 1860. They became even more popular in Britain when a card could be posted in an unsealed envelope for one half-penny - half the price of an ordinary letter. 
Many charities produce and/or sell Christmas cards to raise funds for the services they provide to the community. 

Examine the cards sold by charities. On what aspects of the Christmas message are they focussing? Working in small groups students design and create a set of 4 – 6 cards to be sold. Money raised can be given to the ALWS Christmas Action Appeal.
http://www.charitygreetingcards.com.au/category/christmas-cards.html
CHRISTMAS TREE and more

http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/trees/traditions.html 

History of the Riga Christmas tree

http://www.firstchristmastree.com/ 

Read the story of the Jesse Tree and spend the weeks leading to Christmas creating a Jesse tree for your classroom. The following site http://www.jesse-tree.com/index.html provides background information along with themes and biblical material. 
Find out about the paradise tree http://teacherlink.ed.usu.edu/tlresources/units/Byrnes-celebrations/christmas.html 
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FOCUS: Christmas in the classroom
AND THERE IS MORE……

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
http://www.trinitypresdenton.org/contacts/pastor/sermons/xmasremember.htm 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
http://www.trinitypresdenton.org/contacts/pastor/sermons/xmasremember.htm 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Click on http://www.joyfulheart.com/christmas/hark-herald-angels-sing.htm and see the numerous references and links to the biblical content of Hark, the Herald Angels Sing by Charles Wesley's Christmas Carol.
http://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/Hymns_and_Carols/coventry_carol-1.htm 
http://www.earthlydelights.com.au/xmas.htm for more carols
CHRISTMAS PRAYERS
http://cptryon.org/prayer/adx/index.html 
THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY – see the Christmas story through the eyes of the Eastern Orthodox Church on http://www.byzantines.net/feasts/christmas/nativity.htm . Find out more by clicking on nativity of Christ link.
ST NICHOLAS

http://www.stnicholascenter.org/Brix?pageID=158 this is a comprehensive website that has many stories of St Nicholas, lesson plans and practical activities SUITABLE FOR YOUNG CHILDREN.

Students compare the images of Santa Claus that abound in the shops, on Christmas cards, in advertisements, in children’s story books and DVDs with the stories of St Nicholas. They consider how St Nicholas may feel about how he has become portrayed. What would he pleased with and what would disappoint him?
CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS
http://www.merry-christmas.com/stories/christmas.stockings.htm
SYMBOLS OF THE NATIVITY – visit www.cesanet.adl.catholic.edu.au/home/fft to find a unit of work on this topic produced for years 3 and 4 for Catholic education SA. Follow the Curriculum Support Materials link and then go to Standard 2 link.
THE CHRISTMAS CRIB AND ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI – did you know that the origin of the Christmas Crib (or Manger or Nativity scene - or French, crèche) was first ascribed to Saint Francis of Assisi, who in 1223 celebrated the Feast of the Nativity in a new way that led to a new devotional practice. The following sites give you the story of how St Francis began the tradition. http://www.franciscanfriarstor.com/stfrancis/stf_francis_christmas_crib.htm 
http://www.franciscanfriarstor.com/stfrancis/stf_christmascrib.htm 
http://www.wf-f.org/Creche.html#anchor3132520
MEDIEVAL CHRISTMAS http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/medieval_xmas.htm 

find out about mystery plays http://www.answers.com/topic/mystery-play.

Students create their own Christmas pageant. http://www.answers.com/topic/mystery-play 
HOW CHRISTMAS WORKS - http://people.howstuffworks.com/christmas4.htm
This site provides varied information on various aspects of Christmas.  

(((( Students write the questions they have about the customs and traditions related to Christmas. Working in pairs each group investigates one question. This site is a good starting point with links to many other sites.
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FOCUS: Christmas in the classroom
NOTE: CATEGORIES ARE GUIDELINES ONLY – MOST BOOKS CAN BE ADAPTED FOR USE WITH MOST CLASSES
EARLY YEARS AND PRIMARY YEARS 
WOMBAT DIVINE by Mem Fox (Publisher: Scholastic ISBN 1-86291-302-1)
A Unit of Work Developed Around Bloom’s Taxonomy and Mem Fox’s Delightful Text by Louise Mason (LSA Professional Development Officer)
K  List all the parts Wombat tried out for.  What was the problem with each one? 
K  Make a chart showing all the animals in the story. 
C  Write and perform a play based on the story or present the story in readers’ theatre form. 
Ap  Think of some other stories where characters tried out for parts in a play. How were they the same?  Different? 
An  If Wombat had got the Angel Gabriel part, how might have the story been different? 
An  Why is Mem Fox telling the story?  What is the message?  Trace Wombat’s feelings throughout the story.  Trace the other characters’ feelings throughout the story.  Make a flow chart to illustrate these.  Can you think of a time/s when you had a similar pattern of feelings? 
S  Use the story framework to write a sequel:  Wombat tries out for a part, eg Goldilocks and the 3 Bears.

E  Wombats as story characters:  select a number of wombat characteristics that lend themselves to effective story telling and state why you decided on them. 
K = knowledge

An = Analysis

C = comprehension

S = Synthesis

Ap = Application
E = Evaluation

THE SUGAR-PLUM CHRISTMAS BOOK by Jean Chapman and illustrated by Deborah Nyland (Publisher: Hodder & Stoughton, ISBN 0 340 22049X) is a wonderful resource. It has stories, songs, poetry, drama, things to do and make to keep everyone more than busy and with no need to look elsewhere for resources. For example you are given instructions on how to make a crèche, shepherds, stars, lambs, a whole range of trees and so much more as well as introducing students to the Bible stories and traditions from other lands.

MAISY’S CHRISTMAS by Lucy Cousins (Publisher: Walker Books, ISBN 1-84428-664-9) is representative of the content of many children’s books dealing with Christmas. It’s a book that gives young students Christmas vocabulary.  However, it can be easily be used a  book to open discussion about the way the community in which they live celebrates Christmas and then engage students in further investigation of the origins of Christmas. It is also a launch pad to explore the origins of Santa Claus, gift giving, the hanging of stockings, the Christmas tree etc. Refer to previous pages of this edition of Connecting You. Older students can do a critique of the way Christmas is portrayed and rewrite Maisy’s Christmas so that it incorporates the Christian message.
GUESS THE BABY by Simon French and illustrated by Donna Rawlins (Publisher: ABC Books, ISBN 0-7333-1084-2) with its focus on babies can be used to enter the world of the baby Jesus. Using the book as a stimulus children create a baby album for Jesus imagining what his home life may have been. This can also lead to finding out about Mary and Joseph, his parents.
THE CHRISTMAS MIRACLE OF JONATHAN TOOMEY by Susan Wojciechowski (Publisher: Walker Books ISBN 0-7445-5402-0). This is a story that focuses on the message of hope and joy of Christmas. It illustrates that the non-material gifts of Christmas (love, joy, patience, unconditional love, acceptance, forgiveness and repentance) are greater than the material gifts. Gifts can be given by young and old. This book can be used to introduce students to the nativity scene, ‘crèche’ and be married with a reading of the Luke infancy story.’ Students can also be introduced to St Francis and his creation of the manger a Greccio in 1223 (see previous page for websites).
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FOCUS: Christmas in the classroom
MIDDLE PRIMARY YEARS

Brand New Baby by Bob Graham (Publisher: Walker Books, ISBN 0-7445-6141-8) follows a mother’s journey in her later years of pregnancy. The themes of waiting, preparing and expectation make this a suitable book for advent. Students can focus on the feelings of Mary and Joseph as they await the arrival of Jesus. The theme of waiting for a Messiah as depicted in Micah, Zechariah and Isaiah could be an extended study. In addition student read and listen to songs sung in worship during advent. They identify the themes of waiting and preparation.
UPPER PRIMARY/LOWER SECONDARY CATEGORY
THE NATIVITY by Julie Vivas (Publisher: Scholastic Australia ISBN: 1-8629-1052-9)
“ A book for older students could be The Nativity illustrated by Julie Vivas. This book is a combination of both Matthew and Luke's infancy narratives and this could be part of the exploration into the book. Have students identify those parts belonging to Luke and those to Matthew. The gems in this story are the illustrations. In typical Julie Vivas fashion, the characters express their feelings in comical ways presenting another window into the Christmas story. Compare some of the more classic art works of the Annunciation (many are available on the web) with that presented in this book. Focus on the angel, his 'elegance' of arrival, his stance, his expression, his attire - very different from the classical interpretations. 

This story could launch a whole investigation into the ways angels have been presented in art throughout time. Have students focus on physical features, whether the angels are children or adults, male or female. Compare these with Julie Vivas' interpretations and ask students to choose their favourite representation and to justify their choice. You could also have them create their own interpretations of angels and display these in the weekly school newsletter throughout Advent.”
From www.echoingtheword.com Vol. 1 No. 5, 2002 Advent, The Gift of Peace by 
Jan Grajczonek 
PUNCHINELLO AND THE MOST MARVELLOUS GIFT by Max Lucado (Publisher: Candle Books ISBN 1 85985 585 7)
This story gives students an opportunity to examine conflicting and contradictory values, feelings and motivations that can surface during the Christmas season. Students can explore ways the message of Christmas can be compromised by the manner in which it is celebrated. They find parallel situations to examples given in the book. Older students survey their family and friends for positive and negative messages of Christmas. This can be followed by a review of how the Christmas season is being approached in magazines and the media.
THE CHRISTMAS MYSTERY by Josteein Gaardner (Publisher: Phoenix ISBN 0-75380-236-8). This is a wonderful book that has many possibilites. Here are just a few:
1. Read aloud to the class a chapter a day for 24 days before end of school (it will be like opening the door of an advent calendar)

2. Map the journey of the characters as they head back to Behlehem

3. Create a profile of the angels that escort the characters and do a Bible search on the role of angels in the Christmas story

4. Research one of the time periods mentioned in the book and research how Christmas was celebrated at the time.
5. Record the key ideas, symbols and messages about Christmas as they unfold in the telling of the book.
�





Some useful reference texts:


Ryken, L., Wilhoit, J., LongmanIII T. (Eds) 1998. Dictionary of Biblical Imagery. Leicester, England: Intervarsity Press.


Green, J. B., McKnight, S., Marshall, H. (1992). A Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels: A compendium of contemporary biblical scholarship. Leicester, England: Intervarsity Press.


Newson, C. A., & Ringe, S. H. (Eds). 1998. Women’s Bible Commentary with Apocrypha.  Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press.
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Don’t forget to avail yourself of the wonderful new worship resource produced by the Commission on Worship available online on ……… there is a section on Advent, Christmas and epiphany supported at he back with the lectionary readings from Years A, B, C. 


To order go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.lca.org.au/departments/commissions/commission-worship/seasonal-helps-lectionary-readings/" �http://www.lca.org.au/departments/commissions/commission-worship/seasonal-helps-lectionary-readings/�











