Short entries for CS LIST SERVE
1. ARE YOU PAYING ATTENTION? 

The skill and habit of reflection is a must for all teachers if they are to hone their practice, the knowledge of their subject matter and even more importantly be empathic relaters to students. Tom Christenson says that vocation is the place where the needs of the world (in this instance our students) and our gifts meet. The process of reflection helps me to come to understand the needs around me and identify the gifts I have to share.
“Life offers its wisdom generously. Everything teaches. Not everyone learns. Life asks of us the same thing we have been asked in every class: ‘Stay awake’. ‘Pay attention’. But paying attention is no simple matter. It requires us not to be distracted by expectations, past experiences, labels and masks. It asks that we not jump to early conclusions and that we remain open to surprise.” 

This is just one of the many gems you will find in Rachel Naomi Remen’s book My Grandfather’s Blessings. She shares her wisdom, shaped by the influence of her grandfather – a Jewish Rabbi – her battle with a chronic illness and her work with cancer patients as well as her desire to grow in wisdom and love better.

A teacher recently asked me what she should read to help her grow personally and spiritually. Remen’s is a voice that helps me do just that.

Please share on this list serve the books that have helped you think and grow personally and in your faith walk. 

HOW POSITIVE IS YOUR SCHOOL’S OUTLOOK ON CS AS A CURRICULUM AREA? 
REVIEW OF ARTICLE by Michael Buchanan, Curriculum management: Influencing school outlook towards religious education  (Journal of Religious Education, 54(2) pp. 71-78)
What is your school’s outlook on CS as a curriculum subject area?

Research conducted by Michael Buchanan in the Archdiocese of Melbourne points to a clear relationship between successful curriculum change and a school’s outlook on the subject with both exerting an influence on the other. Religious Education Coordinators (RECs) identified three issues underpinning curriculum change:
· staffing of RE classes

· communication and collaboration with school leadership
· promoting RE as a credible curriculum area

	FACTORS IMPACTING ON CHANGE
	ACTION TAKEN
	RESULTS

	Need for qualified teachers who have an understanding of the theory of religious education as well as knowledge base of subject
	· Involvement of REC in interview and appointment process of RE staff

· Advertising for RE teachers with degree or diploma in RE

· Giving teachers the opportunity to teach  multiple Re classes consecutively from year to year
	· Helped to create a more cohesive faculty approach to teaching and learning in RE

· Demonstrated significant contribution of qualified teachers to classroom teaching and curriculum development

· Gave unskilled and unqualified teachers of RE an opportunity to develop pedagogical and knowledge competencies relevant to RE
 

	Importance of working collaboratively with members of the school leadership/executive teams through formal (presentations, reports) and informal (discussions with individuals) means
	· Informing principals of curriculum change and implications for teachers
· Worked with leadership team to develop a strategic plan for curriculum change
	· Leadership now more knowledgeable about an area they knew little about and therefore able to offer better support

· Developed a good network of support around REC
· Leadership provided budget for PD and release time for planning

· Financial support for staff members who want to do an RE or theology course



	Importance of addressing educational context and needs of RE:

1. Equal time allocation

2. outcomes based assessment 

3. documentation of RE curriculum

 
	· advocating with leadership to give same status to subject at junior levels

· adopting school’s outcomes based model for RE

· writing courses and units of work
	· increased perceived credibility

· increased perceived credibility

· increased teacher confidence, made greater demands on students, students took subject more seriously


The research reveals that the management strategies of several RECs had an impact on the school outlook towards religious education and where the outlook was positive and supportive it enables the RECs to implement change more efficiently and effectively.
Use this space on the list serve to share the practices and decisions that have fostered the credibility of CS and empowered the Key teacher/HoD. 

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR STUDENTS?
Graham Rossiter (2006) argues that understanding the ‘social construction and marketing of cool’ is key to understanding the identity of young people in our classrooms. It gives us an insight into the spiritual and moral education of young people. In his article Religious education as cultural interpretation (Journal of religious education 54 (2) 2006) he refers extensively to Pountain and Robin’s (2000) book Cool Rules in which they identity characteristics of cool eg, 

· narcissism, ironic detachment and hedonism – being ‘cool’ is more important than being ‘good’ 

· self-invention
· posture that is anti-authority

· self-centred and socially detached

· opposite of being square

· pertinent to both male and female

· loves sharp clothes – being trendy, hip, ‘winners’ over ‘losers’ 

· flirts with living on the edge

· tension being an ‘individual’ and being accepted as part of the ‘group’

Rather than scratching our heads in puzzlement or shaking them in judgement Rossiter suggests we face reality and reflect on its implications for curriculum content and teaching pedagogy. 

How has your teaching practice changed to accommodate and connect with students for whom cool is an important part of their identity?

Use this space to share some of your classroom experiences.

DO YOU DEFEND OR BEFRIEND LIFE? 
Paul tells the Thessalonians that God is not far from each one of us (Acts 17: 27). The more I read the work of Rachel Naomi Remen (see list serve entitled Are you paying attention?) the more I marvel at the wisdom and insights that God has given her. In the section Befriending Life she tells of her mother’s habit of tying or hiding red ribbons in Rachel’s clothes and possessions in the belief that it would somehow protect Rachel from the Evil Eye. This worldview left Rachel thinking that family was there as ‘a united front against risk”. She found the same sort of vigilance amongst her colleagues in medicine. Yet she has discovered another way. She says “there is a great difference between defending life and befriending it. Defending life is often about holding on to whatever you have at all cost. Befriending life may be about strengthening and supporting life’s movement toward its own wholeness. It may require us to take great risks, to let go, over and over again, until we finally surrender to life’s own dream of itself”. 

Matthew records Jesus saying, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? “(16: 24 – 26 NIV)
Luke records, “Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured in your lap. With the measure you use it will be measured to you.” (6:38, NIV) and later , “In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple” (14:33, NIV). 

I have often thought those words in the gospels to be hard and demanding but the wisdom of God reveals a life beyond our imaginings when we surrender to him who is the creator and Lord of life.
Candles in the Church
As Christmas approaches, we take the time to reflect on the place of candles in the Church as a powerful symbol of Christ’s presence. 

Used not only throughout Advent and Christmas but indeed at many points of the liturgical year, candles were first used by Christians of the early Church to provide light during predawn services and in the catacombs (underground Christian cemeteries). Then, as now, candles symbolised the light of Christ’s presence. However, just like other items which became sacramentals for Christians, candles have a history which is secular or pagan in origin. In fact, carrying tapers was one sign of respect for the high dignitaries of the Roman Empire. 

The Church eventually made use of candles to enhance the grandeur and solemnity of religious ceremonies, being incorporated into liturgies since at least the seventh century. Initially, candles were placed on the floor of the sanctuary. It is an interesting fact that traditionally the candles used for liturgical purposes are primarily made of beeswax. At one time the idea of the supposed virginity of bees made the choice of using their wax a symbol of Christ born of a virgin mother. 

One candle of particular note is the Paschal candle that is lit at the Easter Vigil. The Paschal candle is a centuries-old symbol of the Risen Christ and is carried through the darkened church before it reaches the altar. It is also lit during baptisms and is traditionally placed near the baptismal font. Five grains of incense – representing Christ’s wounds – are encased in the Paschal candle.

The power of the candle as symbol can be seen in the Middle Ages when it was practice to snuff out a candle as part of an excommunication ritual. The snuffing out of the candle was intended to symbolise that the individual’s faith had been extinguished. In addition to this, the church bell was tolled as at a funeral, symbolising the spiritual death of the excommunicated party while the book of the Gospels was solemnly closed to signify that the heart and ears of the individual were closed to the message contained therein.

Today, candles continue to be used as a powerful symbol within the life of the Church. During ordination to the priesthood, a candidate presents a candle to the bishop while a baptismal candle is lit from the Paschal candle to signify that Christ has enlightened the new Christian. Candles are also used during the dedication of a church, at the blessing of the baptismal font and during liturgical processions.

This Christmas, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, might we be reminded of his continual presence, the source of our hope and faith, through our liturgies and symbols, perhaps in the light of a simple candle.

Source: Modern Catholic Encyclopaedia
Encyclopaedia of Catholic Devotions and Practices retrieved from http://www.terraspiritus.com.au 

Hello around Australia!

One resource that I seem to be digging out more and more at the moment is What the Bible is all about for young explorers (author: Henrietta Mears, published by Gospel Light, revised edition 1998 ISBN 0-8307-2363-3). The origin, significance and contents of the Bible are addressed in a book-by-book analysis of events. The format for each book’s analysis is:

· something about the writer 
· something about the title 
· the book’s location in the Bible 
· main people 
· an outline (brief) 
· main events in picture and text 
· a map of where the events took place 
and

· God’s plan to send a Saviour (all the references in that book, if applicable) 
It is this last sub-heading that has been particularly useful as teachers look for resources and references that will help students make links and connections between the infancy narratives and the old testament. With the use of a timeline as well, students can see God’s carefully managed plan unfold across time.

If you do not have access to this resource, you could use the footnotes that accompany the infancy narratives in your bible, or track down some Advent worship resources that list bible readings for use on each of the Advent-themed Sundays, or use the Jesse Tree resource.

For CSCF users, What the Bible is all about for young explorers will support CB2 and CC1 particularly well.

Blessings and joy in the Lord, 

Louise Mason
Looking for resources for Christmas with an Australian focus? 
The Australian Government Culture and Recreation portal has some very useful information and links.

http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/australian-story/christmas-season-celebrations
Looking for some music? The Christmas Oratorio  by Johann Sebastian Bach, produced by Michel Corboz, label In Excelsis, is a suite of 6 cantatas recounting the Nativity, from the Annunciation to the adoration of the Magi. 

A case for Christian Studies
Thirty spokes connect to the wheel's hub;
yet, it is the centre hole that makes it useful.
Clay is shaped into a vessel;
yet, it is the emptiness within that makes it useful.
Doors and windows are cut for a room;
yet it is the space where there is nothing that makes it useful.

Therefore, though advantage comes from what is;
usefulness comes from what is not. 

Verse 11 from Tao Te Ching
http://www.wussu.com/laotzu/laotzu11.html
 Alison Cotes, a Brisbane writer, makes a case for the inclusion of religious stories, from many traditions, in schools in her article, History and faith meet in the classroom (Courier Mail, 11/09/06). She points out that through these stories we come to understand our culture and history and that if children hear these stories from teachers ‘who love stories for their own sake’ children will ‘grow to love metaphor and narrative, and different ways of seeing’ and have ‘a better chance of becoming tolerant, well-rounded adults’.  She stresses that this form of education needs to be dogma-free (dogma reserved for the home, church, mosque, temple etc.), ‘let the stories speak for themselves’. Cotes’ article is timely and a good starting point. 

This article highlights the importance of having a philosophy of teaching Christian studies, of teachers examining their own view of education and learning, of understanding how human beings come to know. In Christian Studies we do more than expose children to religious stories. We can help students not only ask what is the truth out there? but also what does the encounter with this truth reveal about me? Its pedagogy - processes of inquiry, meaning making, discussion, analysis, critique, reflection, action – is about developing religious literacy, equipping students to make sense of and engage with texts, practices and beliefs of a religious tradition. It goes beyond personal opinion and belief to well defended personal positions on many issues – religious, ethical, spiritual, environmental etc. It gives students theological and philosophical frameworks for what it means to be human and provides them with opportunities and means to make life choices. David Ranson (2002) would agree that narrative, parable, myth, poetry, art, symbol, music, literature, film, disasters, news, play, celebration offer a wide range of possibilities to attend to the movement of the human spirit and provide a foundation from which to examine the questions of the heart.

I have included one of the 85 verses of the Taoist sacred text, Tao Te Ching. Taoism is an eastern religion with its own unique way of thinking religiously. Its stories, practices, rituals, writings carry a understanding of the Tao. (Want to know more write to me). As educators we need to help our students explore how beliefs shape human knowing, action and personal spirituality. 

Merely telling religious stories may not achieve the aims expressed by Cotes but reinforce bias and prejudice. Ultimately religious education must have rigour, integrity and transparency. 

All of the above requires me, the teacher to be a learner, to go on the journey of religious understanding. Attending workshops, seminars and conferences equip us to do our task.

Ranson, D. (2002). Across the great divide: Bridging spirituality and religion today.  Strathfield: St Pauls.

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

I am always on the look out for a new resource so I was thrilled to hear about the E-Journal of Theology from the staff and students at McCauley Campus of the ACU National.  Be sure to visit the Poetry and Art navigation point.
 
Francis Theological College is no more than 5 minutes walk from my office and they have a very useful site which can lead to other interesting links.  
The Christian Teachers Journal is a practical resource that is specifically directed to teachers and their students. Subscribe at http://www.nice.edu.au/nice-resources/the-christian-teachers-journal 
 
Another plug for the Journal put out by Dialogue Australasia.  October 2004 issue sports titles such as Where did Satan Come from?, Monasticism: Embodying our Thirst for God, The Struggle For Conscience and Justified Violence: Dietrich Bonhoeffer . Go to their website for subscription details www.dialogueaustralasia.org
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