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Lutheran Primary School Wagga Wagga

Term Overview

	Year Level: 2

	Stage: 1

	Key Learning Area: CHRISTIAN STUDIES


	Topic/Unit of work:

The Bible, a very special book
Strand: Christian Church


	Term: 4


	
	Year: 2009


	Week


	Focus/Learning Experiences

	1


	 What is the Bible? 

	2 

	Is the Bible important?


	3

	Different versions of the Bible.



	4

	The real Christmas story


	5 

	The real Christmas story



	6

	The real Christmas story



	7 & 8

	Consolidation Activities
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Lutheran Primary School Wagga Wagga

	Year Level: 2

	Stage: 1

	Key Learning Area: CHRISTIAN STUDIES


	Topic/Unit of work:

The Bible, a very special book

Strand: Christian Church
	Term: 4


	
	Year: 2009


	Outcomes & Indicators



	Key Idea 1: Christians believe the Bible is God’s word.
Outcomes 

CC2.1: Students investigate and explain significant features of the Bible and its importance for Christians.
Indicators

Students know…
Significant features of the Bible
· the Bible is a collection of stories by different authors

· the Bible contains different forms of writing

· the Bible is organised into books and chapters and verses

· the Bible contains many stories about God’s people

· there are two distinct sections of the Bible – Old Testament, New Testament

· the Old Testament is about God’s journey with his people, up to Jesus’ birth

· the New Testament tells about God’s people after Jesus was born 

Biblical importance for Christians

· the Bible is special because in it God reveals himself and his love for people in Jesus Christ

· the Bible teaches about God

· the Bible can guide Christians about how to live

Students can…

· Discuss their understandings about the Bible
· Compare different presentations of the Bible and identify how they are different or the same

· Retell Bible stories in their own words

· Describe the importance of the Bible to Christians

· Review and discuss the Christmas story
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Assessment:

· Prior knowledge: brainstorming of initial ideas about what the Bible is and its purpose. ‘Secret envelopes’. Brainstorming inserted in individual envelopes and sealed, then at the end of the unit repeat and compare the two brainstormings.
· Students list reasons for the Bible’s importance to Christians
· Students record Old Testament prophecies and New Testament story details of Jesus’ birth




Lutheran Primary School Wagga Wagga

	Year Level: 2

	Stage: 1

	Key Learning Area: CHRISTIAN STUDIES


	Topic/Unit of work:

The Bible, a very special book
Strand: Christian Church
	Term: 4



	
	Year: 2009


	Learning Experiences


	Resources

	Week One

Start with a sorting activity: organise for a heap of books including a variety of Bibles for the children to sort. Keep it open-ended and listen to their conversation. See what they come up with. Get the groups to share what they did. Question to stretch their thinking. Why do books with the same name (Bible) look different? Are they the same? How can we find out? Investigate? Move on to what else they know. Listen for opportunities to challenge. How could we find out? Check that? Mind map the discussion on a large chart.

What is the Bible?
In pairs, students discuss questions written on chartpaper to focus their thoughts on what the Bible is, who wrote it and its purpose. 
· What is the Bible?

· Who wrote it?

· Why was it written?

· What does it tell us about Jesus?

· What sorts of things does it tell us about God?

· What do you know about the Old Testament/ New Testament?

· What does it tell us about God’s people?

Discuss the answers and record thinking on the chart paper.
Look at several different Bibles and discuss their format: 
· the Bible is a collection of stories by different authors

· the Bible contains different forms of writing

· the Bible is organised into books and chapters and verses

· the Bible contains many stories about God’s people

· there are two distinct sections of the Bible – Old Testament, New Testament

· the Old Testament is about God’s journey with his people, up to Jesus’ birth

· the New Testament tells about God’s people after Jesus was born 

Week Two

Is the Bible important? 
To find out, children interview adults/students in and around the school, ie collect data. Is the Bible important to you? Why/why not? Collate the data. Draw conclusions. 
Use the book Learning about the Bible as an added resource. Does it give weight to what we found out? Or is it saying something different. Are there other reasons why the Bible is important for some people? 

Introduce question before reading the text so students can volunteer answers as book is read.

The aim is to find these points:
· the Bible is special because in it God reveals himself and his love for people in Jesus Christ

· the Bible teaches about God

· the Bible can guide Christians about how to live

Students record their thoughts about importance in Christian Studies book for assessment.
Week Three
Different versions of the Bible.
Read different versions of the Zacchaeus story (Luke 9:1-10) from:

· The Message, 

· Good News 

· and the NIV or King James
Compare and discuss the different versions and which one they like best and why. Discuss what was the same in the stories and what was different. List responses for visual tracking.
Why might there be different versions written of the Bible?

Students act out/dramatise the Zacchaeus story OR draw a picture.
Week Four
The real Christmas story!  
Use old Christmas cards to stimulate discussion: in groups the students brainstorm all the people, places and interesting things that were involved in what they know of the Christmas story. Record as a group.

· Discuss and collate as a class group.

· Investigate with the students what really happened at Jesus’ birth. Encourage the students to think of themselves as detectives who are finding out the truth of the story as the teacher reads or retells the narrative from Matthew 1:18-2:12 and Luke 2:1-32.

· Have several copies for students to read along with. Recount the accounts and discuss how they are the same and different from the original brainstorming activity.

· If time, students dramatise one of the characters from the narrative and other students guess who it is!
Week Five
The real Christmas story! (continued!)

Building on what was discovered in the last lesson i.e. detectives finding out what really happened at Christmas, students now study the accounts of Jesus’ birth in detail.
In pairs or groups of three the students use headings to explore the 2 passages from the Bible. With copies of Matthew 1:18-2:12 and Luke 2:1-32 in front of them the students are allocated a topic to research.
(Differentiation:)
· List all the people that were involved in the accounts of Jesus birth (less able groups)

· List the people involved and what they did and why (more able groups)

· What special events took place at Jesus’ birth e.g. angels singing in heaven! Kings looking for Jesus! Herod wanting to kill all the young boys! Why?

· And /Or give Appendix One as a question/answer sheet to a more able group to consider !
Consolidate with class discussion and every student contributes something new that they learned about the accounts of Jesus’ birth.

Week Six
The real Christmas story! (continued!)

To review the lessons so far: read a quick short narrative of a Christmas story and discuss the similarities and differences between it and the ‘real Christmas’ account.

Revise the importance of the bible for Christians (first 2 lessons)

What does the birth of Jesus teach people about God?

What does Jesus’ birth tell people about Jesus? 

What names are given to Jesus? What do they mean? Are they special?

How did different people respond to Jesus’ birth? (angels, shepherds, the Magi, Mary and Simeon) 
Does the Old Testament say anything about Jesus’ birth? (Relate briefly to the students how Jesus’ birth fits into God’s plan for the world. Mention the Old Testament prophecies). 
Listen to songs on the topic from The King the Snake and the Promise and/or Colin Buchanan’s Christmas CDs. Discuss and list what the songs reinforce/confirm in terms of what they have already discovered.
Weeks Seven & Eight
Consolidation Activities
Students are given the opportunity to respond to the story of Jesus’ birth in one of the following ways as a self assessment :

Write an acrostic poem for MESSIAH / JESUS/ PROMISED ONE.
Draw black outline drawing of their most loved aspect of Jesus’ birth.

Design a True/False Quiz to on the birth of Jesus.

Role-play a scene from the birth narrative.

Make a Wordsearch/Find-a-word puzzle with words from the narrative.

Make a list of things a Christian might pray to God about at Christmas time.
Design a set of cards that has greetings and messages a Christian might send at Christmas 

	Prior knowledge
Brainstorming
Secret envelopes
Collation of ideas

Lots of books

Several different bibles and several copies 

Children’s Bible
Good News Bible

The Message
Other versions eg. King James
Learning About the Bible by Lois Rock & Maureen Galvani

Copies of Bibles or photocopies of  Luke 19:1-10

Copies of Bibles or photocopies of Matthew and Luke  passages at appropriate reading level 
OR

The Children’s Devotional Bible pages are 256, 258, 228, 260.

See Appendix 1 for questions the teacher could ask to encourage investigation.

List of Picture Books: 

The Tale of the Three Trees, Mary Joslin

The First Night, B.G. Hennessy

The Birth of Jesus, Retold by Selina Hastings

A First Look at Jesus, Lois Rock

The Life of Jesus, Nancy Martin

The Gentle Carpenter, Lois Rock

This is the Star, Joyce Dunbar & Gary Blythe

Miracle Maker, Mary Joslin

I Want to Know about Jesus, Rick Osborne & K. Christie Bowler

These are just some of the books that could be used. These were the ones available in our school Library.



	Evaluation:




Teacher’s questions could include: 

Who told Mary she was going to have a baby?

What was that baby going to be like?

What was his name to be?

Who was the baby’s real father?

How could this all happen? 

What was the name of the town that Jesus was born in?

Was Jesus really born in a stable?

What does the Bible say about the shepherds? Does it say that they brought their lambs to visit Jesus as well?

What did the Angels say to the Shepherds?

How would you feel if you had been one of those shepherds?

Why were the angels so happy?

What is a manger?

Who were the wise men? Did they ride camels? Why do Christmas cards draw pictures of them on camels?

 What sorts of gifts did they give Jesus?

Does the Bible say they were kings? How many were there? (The Bible doesn’t say there were three men only three types of gifts!)

What special events and people are involved at the time that Jesus was born?

What was special about what Simeon and Anna said about the baby Jesus? 
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