UNIT FOCUS ON INQUIRY
Excerpts from unit written by Rachel Schilling, Trinity Lutheran College, Ashmore.
Inquiry based learning is an approach which allows students to take ownership of their learning and have input into the direction of the unit.  Students are encouraged to ask questions about the topic and have time to find answers to some of those questions.  Students are the problem posers and the problem solvers.  They are active participants, building on their own knowledge, and making choices about what and how they learn.  The teacher is a facilitator of learning, collaborating with students to plan relevant and challenging experiences.  Students work collaboratively, investigating, processing, organising, synthesising, refining and extending their knowledge.  Ideally, inquiry learning leads to meaningful action.  Inquiry based learning is important because the learning belongs to the students and is meaningful to them.  It begins with students’ needs and current knowledge and allows them to make sense of Christian Studies for themselves.  Using the CSCF materials has changed my teaching approach as I now begin with thinking about my students and then think about what they need to know, rather than starting with a LIFE unit and hoping that it will connect with my students and their needs.
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	KEY IDEA(S)

Christians pray, worship and celebrate the sacraments.

	OUTCOMES(S)

CC 2.3

Students research and describe key Christian practices and celebrations.

	UNIT OVERVIEW

Central idea:
Christians respond to God’s loving actions through worship, prayer, baptism and celebrations

Inquiry into:
· In worship God comes to us and we respond to His love

· Christians worship in a variety of ways

· God is present in a special way in worship, prayer and baptism

· The symbols and rituals that accompany worship and significant celebrations point to God’s life-giving actions
	CONTRIBUTION TO LQL




	STUDENT/LEARNER PROFILES

Most students in the class do not go to church.
Many students have limited experiences of church and worship to bring to discussions.

	ESSENTIAL/GUIDING QUESTION/STATEMENT

How do Christians respond to God’s life-giving action?



	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT UNIT

· School pastor
· Library books on prayer

· Bible references to worship and its elements (many of these came from the Theological notes) 

· Folder of Liturgies used in School Worship
	LINKS TO LIFE

LIFE 

Band A and B
· Worship

· Prayer




	STUDENT QUESTIONS

One of our year 3 classes showed great interest in Baptism and asked lots of ‘tricky’ questions about baptism – this class were able to follow this further and included the School Pastor in the discussions

	LINKS TO OTHER CURRICULUM AREAS


	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT TEACHERS

· Theological notes
· Know and Can statements from CSCF

· LIFE

· PYP Making it happen

	ASSESSMENT

Work samples for the Chapel service – students wrote what they would say for their section of the Chapel service (eg. For the invocation, writing both the invocation and the explanation of what an invocation is)
Portfolio sample:  Personal response to prayer using PACT from reflective journal

Assessable student outcomes
· Examine and explore the features and objects in worship
· Identify the variety of ways Christians worship and pray
· Describe what Christians believe about baptism
· Explore rituals, events, symbols and practices related to Christian celebrations (eg: Christmas)




	KNOWLEDGE STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW TO ACHIEVE THE OUTCOME (“students know…”)

	Christian prayer
· prayer is talking to God (praising asking, confessing, thanking – PACT)

· God listens to and answers prayers in various ways

· Jesus taught people about prayer and how to pray – the Lord’s prayer

· people can pray anywhere, anytime 

One of the functions of the Christian church is worship

· in worship people respond to God’s love and hear God’s message

· Christians worship in a variety of ways

Key Christian celebrations – rituals, meanings, symbols, practices, events
Baptism

· God gives people new life through baptism

· baptism brings people into God’s family

· denominations practice baptism differently 

Christmas and Easter – significant festivals in Gods’ saving plan




	LINKS 

TO LQL
	LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
	OPPORTUNITIES STUDENTS HAVE TO DEMONSTRATE (“students can…”)
	DIFFERENTIATION

	
	Frontloading/Tuning in:
· Discussion points (eg what does it mean to worship… who worships.. why do people worship?)

· Brainstorm words that are related to worship – collate as a class and then create a mind map of words and pictures explaining what you know about worship

· Have a question box where students can post questions they have about worship

· Read stories in the Bible about how and why people worshipped – highlight the action of God and the response people had to what God had done

· Compare how worship recorded in the Bible is similar or different to school worship

· In pairs students create a T-chart listing what “Worship is” and what “Worship is not”

Developing the Inquiry:
· Brainstorm the parts of chapel worship – what different things do we do there? Discuss why we think they are included?  Why are they important?  Look at Bible references to parts of worship (Baptism – Matt 28:19, confession & absolution – John 20:23, reading and preaching of the word and thanksgiving – Luke 24:46-47, Luke 10:16, Sacraments of the altar – Matt 26:26-28, Blessing – Luke 24:50-51)
· Decide what aspects of worship should be in the class Chapel presentation – students decide which aspect they would take responsibility for planning – in pairs students looked at chapel folders and discuss how invocations, confessions (etc) are different/same.  They then plan how they would prepare that part for chapel worship, as well as an explanation of that aspect.

· Highlight the pattern of God’s action and response in worship (eg hear God’s word, respond in praise)
· Look at the objects of worship and importance of them (eg: bible, altar, candles, font) What are they? What are they used for? Why are they a part of worship?  - some of these could be included in the worship plan.
	· Plan and present a devotion in pairs – peer assessed based on class discussion of criteria
· List, draw and explain the objects used in worship
· recognise that prayer is being with God in a special way and can be experienced alone or with others

· identify things Christians can pray about and formulate simple prayers

· identify objects commonly used in Christian worship (eg, Bible, altar, candles) and investigate their significance

· identify parts of worship to plan and present a class/school worship


	Because students had a choice about which parts of the chapel service they were planning, they were able to select an aspect with which they were comfortable.
Some students received additional support in planning their aspect of worship according to their needs.




The rest of the unit would take shape in response to student interests shown in the previous section.  Teachers still need to set the parameters of the inquiry to ensure that:
· students have access to appropriate resources

· students are both challenged and supported appropriately

· in their inquiry students would be sharing their new knowledge and developing the ‘pool’ of knowledge in relation to the CSCF outcome.

In teaching this part of the unit, teachers can choose one topic and develop class inquiries within that topic, or allow students to select inquiry activities or questions from a range of these topics.  Teachers could develop a matrix of activities using Blooms Taxonomy or Gardiner’s Multiple Intelligences with ideas for inquiries from which students could choose.

In order for students to be successful in independent inquiry tasks, they will need to discuss and be clear about their responsibilities and teacher expectations.  They will need guidance about  - how they are going to decide what to investigate, what they will do, what they will need, who they will work with, what questions they need to ask and how they will present their findings.   

What follows is intentionally brief, as I try to let students’ question and ideas guide my planning of activities.

	Baptism 
	Prayer
	Celebrations
	Various worship practices

	Possible teacher questions:

· How do Christians pray?

· What are the different types of prayer?

· Do all Christians pray in the same way?

· How do we know God answers prayer/wants us to pray?
	Possible teacher questions:

· What do Christians believe about baptism?

· What is baptism?

· Why do we have baptism?

· How does God work in baptism?
	Possible teacher questions:

· Why is Christmas an important celebration for Christians?

· How do Christians celebrate Christmas? (rituals, events and practices)

· What are the symbols of Christmas?

· How do Christians respond to God’s most gracious life –giving gift?
	Possible teacher questions:

· How and why do Christians worship differently?

· What do you need to include to call it worship?

· Is there a right way to worship?

	· Read bible stories of baptism (Matthew 28: 19)

· Who has been baptized? What happens? Students share their experiences.
· Ask Pastor Michael to talk about baptism.  Students record questions to ask him. 
· View videos of various baptisms (infant, adult, etc) – compare similarities and differences.
· Investigate the words that are spoken in Baptism – what is their significance? (refer to God’s action)
· Interview someone who is a godparent – what does it mean?  What is their role?  How is their godchild special to them?

· When did baptism begin? Explore Bible stories of baptism in the early church

· How does baptism change a person’s life (response)? – read books on baptism and ask Christians who have been baptised.

· What does it mean to be a part of God’s family – create a poster or picture series outlining benefits (eg. being forgiven, being close to God, being a part of the Christian family)

	· Use PACT (praising, asking, confessing, thanking) as a guide to allow students to write individual prayers – read during devotions, end of day, lunch etc.

· Make a class prayer box of ideas for prayer

· List questions and answers about prayer

· Look at how Jesus prayed and taught us to pray. (Matthew 6:5-15, Matthew 15:8-9)
· Interview or survey someone about why, how and when they pray and how it helps them in their life

· What happens when we pray – investigate and report on how God answers prayer (action and response)
· Create a ‘prayer space’ and explain why you have included what you did
	· What do Christians celebrate (are they responses to God’s action?)– create a list of celebrations – students could work in groups to research the meaning and origin of one of these and present their findings orally, as a poster, booklet or slide show, an annotated collection of artefacts and photos

· Students keep a scrap book of Christmas questions and answers to find the symbols, rituals, events and practices associated with how Christians celebrate Christmas within worship
· Use a Christmas book box to explore concepts and stories
· Plan a class celebration based on one of these Christian celebrations, including any rituals or symbols

· What is the meaning of Christmas?  Survey people or read Christmas story books, and compare the meaning with the Christian meaning of Christmas.
	This option would work best with classes where students have had a variety of worship experiences (perhaps different denominations or have worshipped in different contexts) – I didn’t feel they were appropriate for my group of students.
· Compare and contrast practices such as baptism, use of candles, singing and music, liturgy, informal styles

· Visit churches, interview church leaders or view video of various worship services to gather information

· Ask a pastor or worship leader about how they go about planning a worship service and the choices they make

· After investigating a variety of worship practices and styles, identify what makes something worship – what is necessary for it to be worship?


Presenting findings and reflecting on learning is an important step in the inquiry process.  It gives students the opportunity to consolidate and communicate their new understandings, contribute to the learning of others, give and receive feedback about their learning and the successfulness of the unit.  It also helps students to reflect on what and how they are learning and make connections between their inquiry work and the central idea of the unit.

Reporting back could take the form of:

· An informal class ‘exhibition’ where students display and explain their work

· Oral presentations, supported by pieces of work

· Concentric circles – students respond to their partner to teacher questions such as ‘What was the most important thing you learned?’, ‘What questions do you have now about…’, ‘What was the most interesting thing you learned?’, ‘Tell one fact you think is true about…’ 



This outcome was chosen because it had a broad scope for inquiry, as it had a number of elements.  The concepts in the outcome are quite tangible and enable students of this age to investigate.  Also, as it was term 4, the focus on Christian celebrations led us purposefully into Christmas.





I also developed teacher questions for each section of the unit which provided direction for activities in the unit.





Our ideas for the scope of this unit were bigger than the resources we actually had.  We would have liked to have had videos of different worship services, or to have interviewed more people.  We were also limited in what the students had experienced of worship (beyond school chapel) so they were not bringing those ‘resources’ with them to the learning experience.  





As I discovered how limited the students’ experience was of worship (and their parents) I realised how important it would be to make our class chapel an educative experience as well as a worship experience.





We found that we weren’t able to investigate the diversity of ways that Christians worship, because our students had a limited knowledge and experience of worship, and so this unit really provided the foundation for exploring a variety of worship practices at a later stage.








These ‘outcomes’ are a break down of the CSCF outcome to separate the aspects of the outcome and describe to parents and students what they are required to know and do as a result being involved in this unit.  These outcomes appear in the student unit report in the student portfolio that goes home each term.








This unit is in two parts – the first focuses on what worship is and its parts (eg confession, prayer).  The second section includes a number of inquiry options that can be taken up based on student questions and interests. Knowledge statements picked up in the first section are highlighted yellow, while the blue knowledge statements are addressed by the various options.  When teaching this unit, I may or may not address every knowledge statement.














These activities are starting points to find out what students’ prior knowledge is, and to spark their interest in the unit.





My class questions for this part of the unit were:


Why do Christians worship?


How are Christians to worship?


What is the function of the church?


What is the purpose of worship?








For the Year 3 classes not presenting chapel in this term, their focus was on planning an aspect of class devotion.





The process for planning worship was to list the aspects of worship to be included and ask who wanted to plan which part. I had in my mind which parts needed more students involved; the confession and absolution were probably the hardest aspect to write, so I kept in mind that those students might need more support.


This task required students to work fairly independently, so it was important for students to be clear about what they were researching and where they needed to go to get their information before they began (eg. Do I need the song book?  What questions do I need to ask Pastor Michael?)


I then needed to edit the students’ work with them so that the explanations were clear and that it fulfilled the purpose of the task.


When the whole class had finished their drafts, I typed up the whole service and we reviewed it as a class to check that we had everything as we wanted it, and we also shared it with Pastor Michael.











LIFE gave me a starting point to see what activities lent themselves specifically to what we were doing.


There was a model unit which looked specifically at how Bible characters responded to God’s actions – I used these to get started in the unit.





An inquiry approach to planning and teaching is central to the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program (PYP), taught at Trinity in the primary school.    In Christian Studies, units are planned and taught using a similar format to the PYP to encourage an inquiry approach.


In a PYP unit the central idea is a concise and true statement of a broad understanding.  It is significant and challenging, building on students’ prior knowledge and complex enough to provoke genuine student inquiry.  The ‘inquiry into’ clarifies the central idea and defines the scope of the inquiry.  It engages student interest, focuses investigation and reflects the school’s curriculum.





Students frequently ask questions over the course of the unit, which are often picked up on in discussion.  Areas of particular interest can be taken up in the second part of this unit.











