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PYP planner





Class/grade: Reception		Age group: 4, 5, and 6 year olds


School: Navigator College 	School code: 70028


Title: God gathers Christians to worship Him.


Teacher(s): Emma Miegel, Stacey Modra�Credit is also due to Angela Schubert and Elise Watherston who have taught this unit previously and who have contributed to the scope and sequence of this unit.


Date: Term 3, 2017 


Proposed duration: 1.5 hours over 10 weeks





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following central idea:


God gathers Christians to worship Him.


Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? 


Summative: During constructive and creative play experiences, students are asked to respond to the teacher questions through verbal dialogue and the products of their creativity


Student self-assessment: Students are frequently encouraged throughout the unit to analyse, and make connections between, their first thoughts, experiences, and new understandings through discussion, play, and reflection.


What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Students recreate, replicate, and talk about the churches with which they are familiar. 


Curriculum Guidelines:


Christian Studies Curriculum Framework


Key Idea CC KI 2: The Christian community is shaped by and shapes its cultural and historical contexts





Beginning Band





Learning Statement CC 1.2: Children identify different Christian churches in their community





Context Statement:





This unit will be taught during Term 3, 2017. It is taught alongside the unit of inquiry ‘signs and symbols can be used to communicate a message’. This will allow for cross-disciplinary discussion surrounding the symbolism associated with church buildings and aspects of church interiors. This unit will be taught to students in their first year of school. Students will have a wide range of prior experiences with church buildings, with some attending a local church regularly, and some with absolutely no understanding of the function of a church. It is expected that the students will follow their interests in regards to how they demonstrate their thinking, using forms such as building, drawing, and writing to express their growing understandings.





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Form, Function, Causation





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





The physical features of a church


The purpose of church building characteristics


The church as a place for community





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?�


What does a church look like? / What does it look like?


What are the physical features used for?


Why do people go there?





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will be asked to draw and write about what they already knew about churches. They will be provided with a template which allows them to think about both the external and internal features of churches. Upon completion, students will have the opportunity to discuss their “first thoughts” with their peers.�As a whole group, students will then draw on their first thoughts to complete a ‘Think/Puzzle/Explore’ thinking routine, which will allow for the learning community to gauge current thoughts, questions, and possible ways of gaining a better understanding.





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?


Through observation and discussion during play and creative times we will be able to form an understanding of how the students perceive churches, and how that perception changes, deepens, and expands over the unit. We will look for students using church-specific language (eg.worship, baptism) as well as incorporating church building characteristics into their creative work (eg. stages, stained glass windows, steeples).








4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Use Google Images to explore what the inside and outside of churches can look like. Students and teachers discuss the features of the buildings, noting similarities and differences. 


Students practice observational drawing by using clipboards and projected church images. Students look for the features of the church buildings and record these on their clipboard. Practising this skill prepares them for their excursion to local churches.


Students and teachers prepare for the local church excursion by discussing what great learners look like, sound like, and do. Students are encouraged to think about what they may see at the churches.


Excursion: each student is given the opportunity to visit two (out of a possible three) local churches via a rotation system. Each church has a minister/parishioner available to discuss the internal and external features of the churches. They also discuss the concept that a church can be both a physical building and also a community of people called Christians. Students experience worship songs, explore the baptismal fonts and pools, and engage with wine/fruit juice cups and chalices. Students use clipboards to record their observations. Teachers use clipboards to record students’ thoughts, quotations, and questions.


Upon returning to school, students reflect on what they have seen through drawing, building, and socio-dramatic play. Teachers look for evidence of the mornings’ experiences and discuss the excursion with students as they play.


As part of the students’ Unit of Inquiry they are asked to sort a range of symbols. Religious symbols, such as the cross and a dove with an olive branch are included. Students discuss the various signs and where they have seen them


Students review their CS learning by completing a “used to think/now I think/questions I still have” activity. Students write and draw their thoughts, while teachers scribe. This will generate direction for future inquiry opportunities, looking for interest in specific features.


Talk about why people might go to church. Talk about people that the students know who attend a church, including the students themselves. Invite these people to talk to the class about why they attend a church.


Talk about the functions of features in the interior of the church, based on those which generated the most interest after the excursion.


Hear stories from the Bible about churches, such as Solomon building the temple, and Noah and Abram building an altar.


Discuss the school’s chapel service – is this a church? Consider why/why not. What is similar and what is different?


Discuss the dual meaning of church (building/group of people). Students discuss what people do at a church building, and whether these could be carried out in any place. Students draw groups to people to demonstrate other meaning of church.














5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Contacts at local churches – Pastor Benji at Unity Hill Uniting Church, Pastor Rob and Pastor Phil at Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Lisa Heidenreich at Lincoln City Church�� HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INsNTdaBIG8&t=20s" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INsNTdaBIG8&t=20s� – “What is the church? An explanation for kids”�photos of local churches collected from the internet for students to refer to during play experiences�YouTube – access to videos of worship services and baptisms, tying in to the deeper explorations of particular aspects of the church building�


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Classroom – students able to utilize materials within the classroom to resource their learning. Blocks, Lego, paper, pencils, textas, recycled materials, etc. can be used when creating church buildings based on their research findings. Students will also be permitted to move the classroom furniture around, within reason and with guidance from the teachers.


Community – students have the opportunity to visit at least two of the churches in the local community through the planned excursion. Other local churches will be observed on the drive to and from the excursion locations.




















6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.


Upon gathering, collating and assessing student data, we have found that all students were able to give at least a basic explanation of what a church looked like and why people would attend a church. Some students used more technical language such as ‘worship’ and ‘communion’, which indicated that they had heard and understood these terms throughout the unit. Students were able to verbally explain their thoughts, as well as represent their understandings through the arts and construction.





How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea?


Student voice was captured through informal interviews and written notes, and these quotations were used to form the basis of the summative assessment. These written notes were recorded on blank pieces of paper. To further refine this process, a template could be developed for use during the collection of assessment data. This template could include a list of the students’ names, as well as a space for recording the date. It would also be beneficial to have the teacher questions printed on the template to prompt discussion.











7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”�


Form – The physical attributes of churches were the main focus for the first few weeks of the inquiry. Students drew what they knew about churches prior to the excursion, and then built on their thinking upon returning to school. The external features were more commonly reflected upon in student work, particularly crosses, angled roofs, steeples, and bells. 


Function – The excursion was a rich experience which allowed students to see the characteristics of churches “in action”. Students were invited to walk through a baptismal pool, hold offering bags, and view communion artefacts. Students came away from this experience with a basic understanding of the purpose of some church building characteristics. Driven by student interest and inquiry, a more in depth explanation of the use of a baptismal pool was given during a subsequent lesson.


Causation – Throughout the excursion the church members who spoke to the students gave a brief explanation as to why they attended church. Students also viewed a video which explained how a church is not only a physical building but also a group of people.























 9.  Teacher notes


Some considerations for 2018:


Explore the possibility of engaging the sense of smell in the inquiry process. The visual and aural aspects were well catered for in the church visits, and there is room for extension into the sense of smell. Making students aware of what they can smell may allow them to connect more personally with the experience.


Many group activities, such as the ‘Think/Puzzle/Explore’ and ‘Why do people go to church?’ produced great thinking; however, running these in a whole group setting (ie. Both Reception classes all together) resulted in disengagement from a number of students. Consider conducting these learning experiences in smaller groups to increase individual engagement, while the rest of the cohort participates in another activity.








8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.


Students showed a particular fascination with the baptismal pool which they sighted at the Uniting Church during the excursion. A subsequent investigation was then carried out, where students were invited to tell their peers about baptisms they had attended or been a part of. Students viewed a video showing how full-immersion baptisms were carried out.


The symbolism of the cross was a recurring element throughout the inquiry. It was often the most commonly used church feature within the students’ art and construction. Discussion around the cross and what it symbolized was conducted informally throughout the unit.





What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.


Throughout play times, a number of students were sighted freely choosing to create their own ‘church spaces’ either with Lego-type blocks or by manipulating the classroom furniture. 


In general classroom discussion, Miss Miegel noted that she had attended church on the weekend. One student proudly announced that Miss Miegel “goes to my Nanna and Pa’s church”. She had made a connection to a past conversation during the excursion where Miss Miegel had spoken about her church.


This unit was conducted simultaneously with a transdisciplinary unit focused around signs and symbols. While participating in a ‘sign hunt’ around the school, a number of students noticed that they could see a cross in the Navigator College logo. They were prompted to think about why Navigator College wanted to send this message. Students responded that ‘people at school talk about God’ and ‘our school loves Jesus’.




















