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	UNIT TITLE/TOPIC  
Christian Beliefs -Nature of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit


	BAND

YEAR GROUP 
B - Level 1 Year 3
	DURATION OF UNIT             4-6 weeks

	CL
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	KEY IDEA(S) Key Idea 1.                                                                                                   Christians believe God is one God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit
	OUTCOME(S)

CHRISTIAN BELIEFS 3.1: Students explore and report on Christian beliefs about the nature of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

	UNIT OVERVIEW

The purpose of the unit is to assist students to understand the nature and roles of the Triune God.                                                                                     
 The children will explore the differences in God's roles through non-threatening activities in groups and reflect on their learning.                                                                  

It is hoped that children will build on their prior understandings and be willing to share thoughts with the class.                                                                                                   

The children will explore this topic through artwork and music to uphold the mystery and unity of God while He is also the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
	CONTRIBUTION TO LIFELONG QUALITIES FOR LEARNERS (LQL)

Children will construct and apply knowledge and generalisations to create meaning and communicate ideas about Christianity and religion.
Frame and ask questions that guide exploration of issues and help form deeper understandings of Christianity and its significance.

Foster a respectful, inclusive atmosphere in which people can communicate confidently and with trust.

	
	LINKS TO LIFE:  God created the Universe, God saved people through Jesus, God helps people by the work of the Holy Spirit.

	STUDENTS/LEARNERS PROFILE

prior learning/interests/needs of students 

All students and families from Good Shepherd Lutheran Primary are made aware of the importance of Christian Education within the school at enrolment and by Grade 3 are used to these sessions and expectations.  I gave an anonymous survey at the start of the unit to get a feel of students’ involvement with Church and prayer, though I would not do this at the start of each unit. (Appendix 9)This highlighted that a lot of the children’s knowledge that they would obtain about God and Christianity would come primarily from the school environment.  Therefore what and how we teach this subject is very important.  I also gave children a questionnaire (Appendix 3) and they worked on brainstorming ideas in groups (Appendix 1) while I observed discussions.
Brainstorming and discussing ideas with the person next to them included all children, even those with little understanding.
	ESSENTIAL/GUIDING QUESTION/STATEMENT 

Who is God?

Children will be required to question what it means that God is Father and Son and Holy Spirit (3 in 1).
This will require students to think deeply and creatively about the content and ideas in the outcome.


	LINKS TO OTHER CURRICULUM AREAS 
English, Art, Music

	STUDENT QUESTIONS

At the beginning of the unit I asked children to write down any question relating to the topic of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  

As the unit progresses I will make a point of allowing for question time after sessions as well as noting down questions as they arise throughout the unit.

At the end of the unit I will ask children if their questions were answered or if they had any new questions.
At the start of the unit students had the following questions:

-How can God be next to everyone when he’s the only one?  Why is there a symbol of a dove? How did Jesus come alive when he died? Why did God make people? How did the Holy Spirit make people speak different languages? What does God look like? What are all the angels’ names?  How God was there before the Galaxy was created? How did he create Adam and Eve? Why is God called God? Does God make all the storms? Where is heaven? How old is God? Why does he love us even when we are sinful? Who created God? How is God everywhere?
During the unit these questions arose:

What is the Holy Spirit? Why is the Holy spirit a bird? How old is God?  If God is so powerful why doesn’t he heal everyone? Where is heaven? Does everyone go into heaven when they die? Does God have a wife? 

At the end of the unit these were the questions students had:
How old is God? What does God look like? How tall is God? What is the Holy Spirit? How was God made? How was God made? What does God look like for real? How was Jesus made?  How did God make us actually talk?

	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT UNIT

       - Bible - Isaiah 43:10, 44:6, 46:9                                        

                   - Matthew 28: 19-20, 3:16-17                                     

Book: I want to know about God: Who God Is, What He Does and Why He Cares about Me,  by R Osborne and KC Bowler

Chapters: Who is God? "3 in 1", "Three Persons, three jobs" p11 , The One and Only p. 10                               
Book: "In a Word - see what you believe" by Anneke Kaai and Eugene H Peterson 
- Music: Meditate Music - "Mozart for Children".  "All Together Now"- song 40, 41, 43, "All Together OK" -song 250.  "God is Great" and "Let the peace of God reign” - Hillsong                                                                           - Worksheet - prior knowledge/questions.


	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT TEACHER

Discussion with Year level teachers and Christian Studies co-ordinator.  This unit of work is required to be taught in Year 3 based on children’s prior learning.
· Life Band B Folder.

· Christian Studies Curriculum Framework – Theological Notes (LEA) – Green book
· Christian Studies Curriculum Framework- Curriculum Statements (LEA)- Blue Book
· 

	ASSESSMENT

Pastel images of Triune God and a worksheet will be used to determine prior understandings and questions children may have on this topic. (Appendix 2 and 3)
A symbol is to be created to highlight the level of understanding of the concept of the Triune God.   (Appendix 5) Assess symbol of Triune God – and the adjustment (if any) made at the end of the unit.  Children will be required to present and discuss these models to demonstrate levels of understanding.  (Additional note - As children enjoyed making these symbols so much I took photos with each of them and their model which they could include in their reporting journals along with a written explanation of their symbol.  They really enjoyed this activity. Appendix 5a)
Established

Consolidating

Developing

Symbol clearly depicts the Triune God.  Student’s explanation of symbol shows a clear understanding of the concept.

Symbol content shows some evidence of the Triune God.  Student’s explanation of symbol shows some understanding of concept.

Symbol content shows limited evidence of Triune God.  Student’s explanation of symbol shows a limited understanding of concept.

Interpretation of the song “How shall I call you?”  Can children identify the key components of each of the roles of God? (Appendix 3a and 3b)
A worksheet/Venn diagram will be completed to indicate the level of understanding of the threefold roles of God.  Children will be assessed on whether a clear and “established” understanding of Trinity and the threefold roles of God is evident, or if they are “consolidating” or “developing” in their personal understanding on this topic. (Appendix 7)
Observations will be made on the level of participation and reflection children put into their work. How students ask questions and interact with other students during activities in a supportive way will also be observed. Anecdotal records will be kept.
At the end of the unit children will also need to evaluate own personal learning by answering broad questions such as “What did I learn in this unit?”  “What did I do well?”  “How could I improve my learning next time?”  “What I liked about the unit?” “Questions I still have...” (Appendix 8)


	IDENTIFY SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE STUDENTS NEED TO ACHIEVE THE OUTCOME ("students know…")

The students have had some exposure to discussions of the Triune God while a student at Good Shepherd.  This however is a difficult concept to comprehend and students will be at different levels of understanding with this.  
Nature and Roles of God:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              - God is 3 in One                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                - God, the Father, creator of all things then and now, preserver of creation.                                                                                                                                                                        - God, the Holy Spirit, helper and guide for people of all times                                                                                                                                                                                                  - The nature and roles of God are interconnected and must be held in balance.        



	LINKS TO LIFELONG QUALITIES FOR LEARNERS (LQL)

* Construct and apply knowledge and generalisations to create meaning and communicate ideas about Christianity, religion, spirituality and faith.                                        * Foster a respectful inclusive atmosphere in which people can communicate confidently and with trust.


	SEQUENCE OF LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
INTRODUCTION: The nature of God is threefold- God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Pose question: Who is God?  Work in Groups to brainstorm ideas.  (Appendix 1)                                                                                                              With meditative music students are given the opportunity to draw their impressions of God using paper and oil pastels. (Limited leading as this can determine prior understandings.) (Appendix 2)                                                                                                              Illustrations are shared and discussed.  List attributes and roles of God that rise from sharing on a class chart.  Students are encouraged to ask questions about the origin of God, His three-fold nature etc and add these questions to a class chart. Look up Bible references from Isaiah to support discussion and enable students to develop familiarity with the Bible.                                                                                                                Introduce "I want to know about God." Discuss.                                                                                                                   Students to complete worksheet - questions they now have, what they like about Christian studies and what they know about the Triune God.     (Appendix 3)                                                                                                                                                                                                                              DEVELOPMENT: The role of God is threefold - God as creator and preserver of creation, God as Saviour and teacher, God as the Holy Spirit, helper and guide for people of all times.                                                                                                Play song “How shall I call You?" to class.  Divide class into small groups.  Students are given one of the three verses which refer to the work of God as Father, Son or Holy Spirit.  Students are to identify the specific roles described in each verse and report back to the class.  (Appendix 4)                                                                                                              Responses listed on a class chart.  Return to the resource "I want to know about God" and read section "Three persons, three jobs."  Record additional information gained from resource sheet on class chart.  List songs from "All Together Now", "All Together OK" and Hillsong resources that contain reference to the role of the Triune God.  Students to record information on class master sheet.                                                          

DEVELOPMENT:  The concept of God can be expressed as the Triune God.  Record Bible text on board from Matthew 28:19-20.  How can God be one God yet three persons?  Discussion to focus on the concept that God is beyond the realm of human understanding.  Read "3 in 1" to class.  Discuss analogy and brainstorm other "3 in 1" symbols that could be used to express the threefold concept of God.  eg. light through a prism, points of a triangle, interlocking circles, an apple (made of core, peel, flesh.)    Students to create their own '3 in 1" a variety of materials. (Appendix 5, 5a, 5b)                                                                                                               and for early finishers they can use “Tux Paint” program in pairs to design an image -.(Using reflections from ‘In a Word’-Illustrations)  (Appendix 6)                                                                                                              They are to show and explain to the class.                                                                                                                                                              The nature and roles of God are interconnected and must be held in balance.  Record Bible text on board from Matthew 3; 16-17.  What does this text tell us about God?  Discuss the equality of the three persons and their respective roles within the concept of God.  Ask students to review their original symbols of God.  Ask question: Do you need to make any changes to your picture to show that Father, Son and Holy Spirit are shown as equal parts of your symbol?                                                                                       CONCLUSION: Students to sing song 43 from "All Together Now" and are encouraged to commit words to memory.  Venn diagram to be used as the model to complete final assessment of the understanding of the concepts covered in this unit.  (Appendix 7)                                                                                                              Students to write down a statement of what they learnt from this unit. (Appendix 8)                                                                                                              
	IDENTIFY WHAT STUDENTS WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE ("students can...")

- describe the different works of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.                           

- use a variety of texts, songs and compile descriptions of the nature of attributes of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.           

- use a variety of mediums to represent biblical images of the three persons of God.                                                                         – demonstrate by discussion or illustrate an understanding of the interconnected roles of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

- analyse own art work and record alterations made to initial drawing of God.  Demonstrates children’s own assessment of learning and reflection on prior understandings.

- assess own learning within the unit.
This information will be collected throughout the unit in an ongoing manner.
Due to the variety of tasks assessment opportunities are varied, enabling students to demonstrate what they know and can do.
All tasks will give an indication of student’s progress in achieving the outcome(s).  The  task of making a model of the Triune God and discussing this was a vital assessment task as children had to justify and explain what they did therefore demonstrating their level of understanding of the three parts of God being equal.
Comparison of questionnaire and discussion from the beginning of the unit to the end evaluation demonstrated the level of achievement from the outcome.  It seems that all nearly all the children knew something about the three parts of God but they described it almost as three Gods.  In the end they mentioned one God in three parts/roles.
Comparing the development of answers and discussions to earlier work demonstrates movement in though by children.  One child for instance explained God the Father as the Holy Spirit and Jesus, and then explained that the Holy Spirit is a dove.  At the end of the unit he wrote that he learnt “that God was 3 in 1 and it means that God is God the father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit all 3 in 1.  He is trinity and not separate parts.”  Movement in understanding and thinking can be seen here.
To record student outcomes I have made anecdotal records in my evaluation book, marked work such as their models/discussions and explained grades as either established, consolidating or developing.  This can be seen by children’s overall contribution, work and discussion.
What distinguishes the work sample of a student achieving the outcome from a student not yet achieving the outcome can be seen from their explanations that show and demonstrate understanding.  One child when making their Triune Symbol was asked to explain their thinking.  “I don’t know what I’m doing, I’m just making something.”  Later I heard him say “I don’t get it.  I don’t know what I’m doing.”  He later presented a symbol that would show understanding but I knew he got the idea from others as the task progressed and was not clear in his own mind what he wanted to show.  He had difficulty explaining it.  Other children for instance were quietly engrossed in their own creations and could easily tell me what they were doing and why.  Listening to comments was sometimes a clearer indication of understanding than written evaluations where children have to opportunity to simply repeat what they may think you want to hear.

	DIFFERENTIATION

 Students will have the opportunity to work individually, in small groups and where appropriate share information and findings with the whole class.
Think-pair-share work to increase thought.

Work will be reinforced and constantly reviewed.

Work will be displayed and valued.

Students will be praised for having a go.

Students will use a variety of mediums and multiple intelligences allowing choice and variety of learning modes.

	EVALUATION OF UNIT

The purpose of the unit was fulfilled as students gained increased understanding of the Triune God.  The children explored the differences in God’s roles through non-threatening activities in groups and reflect on their learning.  Through activities and discussions knowledge was built on prior understandings. 

The unit was definitely relevant and engaging.  I found that the children were interested and seemed to enjoy the variety of activities.   From the responses at the start of the unit many children enjoy artwork and singing so including these aspects was appropriate and from this interest beneficial learning evolved.  This work allowed students a time to talk and share ideas in a non-threatening environment.  The activities were developmentally appropriate and catered for a variety of abilities and understandings as it involved children building on own personal knowledge.

Some students found altering their models difficult and only a few did this.  Most models were very God images of Trinity, though a few highlighted that children had picked up on the “three” part of God, but not really applied these to his being.  For instance one child created a person with three eyes.  When asked how this represented the three parts of God they replied that the man had three eyes. One was for the father, one the son and one the Holy Spirit.  
The resources were more than adequate and it would be easy to extend this unit.
The resources were suitable and diverse.  The school library has a diverse and comprehensive collection of materials to support this unit and all teachings in the Christian Studies Curriculum area.  We did not just work from one book.  We utilized the Bible, books, music and art images. 
Knowledge and processes were covered and continually reviewed.  At the start of each lesson we revisited what their understanding of triune and trinity meant.  Children found it easier over time to contribute to these discussions as their knowledge and familiarity with this concept developed.
As can be seen in the Appendices the work that was produced enabled me to determine some of the children’s level of understanding.  After teaching this unit I would note the importance of monitoring children during these activities and listening to their discussions as often understanding or lack of understanding was demonstrated in the comments that were made to peers.  I noted some of these important quotes down in their evaluation pages.
After this unit children completed a personal evaluation sheet.  Questions that some of the children noted included – How old is God and what does he really look like? How big is God? How can he be all three parts at once? How did God make us actually talk?  What is it like in heaven? One child wrote -What really is the Holy Spirit?    In some instances I noticed that different children asked these or similar questions at the start of the unit and others now asked these questions at the end.  Some children would have built on their understanding more than others, while I believe some have just been introduced to the concept of the Triune God and are at the very beginning stages of trying to understand this difficult concept.
From the students evaluations I learnt that children were at all different levels of understanding.  As the unit progressed many easily discussed God as three parts in one but it is a hard concept to grasp.  For instance, although we talk about ‘God as the Holy Spirit’ being all around us, their questions of How tall is God? indicate many may still visualise him in human form.  It is also evident that not every question can be addressed and answered, and even it was to be, students will only grasp what they are ready to understand.  * Half way through this unit I actually held an impromptu discussion about the Mystery of God and discussed how we know about God through the Bible.  This is how much we know and it can give us answers to certain questions, but there are a great many questions we don’t know the answer to and most likely never will.  During an earlier unit this year, I invited Pastor Mark into our classroom as the children were at this point asking lots of interesting questions.  He answered some as best he could but he also highlighted that he did not know the answer to everything.
From the comparison of questionnaire and the discussion from the beginning of the unit to the end evaluation, it seems that all nearly all the children knew something about the three parts of God but some described God almost as three Gods.  In the end they mentioned one God in three parts/roles.
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