UNIT FOCUS ON developing units on Easter across all year levels of a school
Based on units written by teachers at Good Shepherd Lutheran Primary School
	CB
	CC
	UNIT TITLE

What makes Easter story good news?
	BAND A
YEAR 1
	
DURATION OF UNIT

	CL
	CW
	
	
	

	KEY IDEA(S)

CB 2 The person and work of Jesus the Christ is central to Christianity
CB 3 A Christian worldview is shaped by the biblical teaching of sin and grace

	OUTCOMES(S)

CB 2.2 
Students gather and present information about the life and teachings of Jesus

CB 2.3 

Student analyse rescue stories from the Bible

	UNIT OVERVIEW



	CONTRIBUTION TO LQL




	STUDENTS/LEARNERS PROFILES



	ESSENTIAL/GUIDING QUESTION/STATEMENT

What makes Easter story good news?
Sub-questions
What kind of good news does Easter story bring?

Is this good news for everyone?

Does/did everyone think the Easter story was/is good news?

Why is Easter story good news for me?



	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT UNIT

Lion's First Bible
Song : God's Love (source?)

	LINKS TO LIFE

LIFE CONCEPTS:
JESUS

RESCUE



	STUDENT QUESTIONS



	LINKS TO OTHER CURRICULUM AREAS


	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT TEACHERS



	ASSESSMENT

 Activity & assessment

Easter Story

1

2

3

4

Lift 4 main events from the Easter story in order and write one sentence about what Easter means to you.

Illustrate verses of song. - Song; God’s Love





	KNOWLEDGE STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW TO ACHIEVE THE OUTCOME (“students know…”)

	CB 2.2
Jesus as human and Son of God

· Jesus’ birth, childhood

· Jesus’ adult life

· Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection

· Jesus at God’s right hand

Jesus’ ministry

· Jesus’ teaching about love, forgiveness

· Jesus’ teaching about the way to live

· Jesus interacted with all kinds of people

· Jesus helped and healed people




	LINKS 

TO LQL
	LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
	OPPORTUNITIES STUDENTS HAVE TO DEMONSTRATE (“students can…”)
	DIFFERENTIATION

	
	1.Introduction
Recap concept of a world ruined by sin.  God promised a Saviour, fulfilled when Jesus came as a human being.

2.Hearing the Easter Story
Read from Lion’s First Bible pp 442-447

Focus stories:

· Palm Sunday – Jesus entering Jerusalem, Jesus and the traders in the temple.

· The Last Supper and the arrest of Jesus.

· Jesus dying on the cross

· The Resurrection

· Ascension into heaven.

3.Forgiveness
Reread and focus on examples of Jesus’ forgiveness when:

· Peter cut off guard’s ear, Jesus rebukes Peter and heals guard’s ear as an act of forgiveness.

· Peter denying Jesus

· Jesus’ words on the cross

4.Promise of Eternal Life

Reread pp 448-457 of Lion’s First Bible.

Discuss that the tomb is not the end.  Jesus is alive in heaven today.

	Children draw/write ways in which things are spoilt by sin.

Role play different aspects of the Easter story.

Feelings chart for different aspects of Easter story – include characters, events and feelings.

Craft activities – wooden clothes peg cross with Jesus dying on the cross.  Explain symbol of empty cross we more commonly used, which symbolises resurrection

Tomb model – resurrection.

Jesus’ ultimate act of forgiveness was his death on the cross. This enables us to forgive others and to have new life each day.

Discuss repentance/saying “Sorry” to God in prayer.  Children write own prayer.

Activity: Make butterfly as symbol of new life.

CB 2.2 students' can…
· discuss names given to Jesus

· role play major events in the life of Jesus

· identify a special event in Jesus’ life and retell or illustrate the story 

· describe the people that Jesus met and how he showed love for them

· explore and present findings of the way artists, songwriters, films and books portray Jesus

· identify the different messages found in Jesus’ teaching, illustrating their understanding 

· construct scenarios which explore what Jesus might do in selected situations

· create symbols to illustrate Jesus’ role and purpose

· explain and reflect on the importance of Jesus in Christmas and Easter celebrations

· identify stories of forgiveness in the Bible and tell of times when they have felt or acted the same way (eg, Joseph, the forgiving father)

· dramatise or illustrate scenarios to explore forgiveness

· discuss the message of some of the parables Jesus told


	


This essential question/topic can lead into an inquiry on the need for Jesus' life and death – repentance and forgiveness being two big sub themes





The focus of the unit – the need for a saviour comes most clearly from CB 3 . CB2 provides students with the story of Jesus. 





Unit overview needs to clearly 


1. outlines what the unit is about


2. state the purpose and direction of the unit, providing a sense of where the unit fits in the overall CS program, its relevance to students’ whole journey of learning.


3. state the possibilities the unit opens up for future learning experiences


4. identify  key understandings














How different are student questions about Jesus and Easter  to Prep students?





How is relevance of chosen theme for this unit evident in the questions and responses students have to life, their understanding of Jesus?





Here is an example of an essential question and the kind of inquiry it can generate. Ideas and activities prepared for this unit would work quite successfully with such a question.

















How have student questions regarding Easter and Jesus' role changed since Prep?





If students do not have any immediate questions what tuning in activities can be created to generate questions? 




















How can this activity be designed/worded so that it will enable students to demonstrate knowledge of outcome?








Main knowledge to be covered in unit has been highlighted in yellow.








Students will have been introduced to Passion Week story in Prep. How will 


Introductory activities ascertain what students have retained from previous year?








Preps are also making cross symbols – how can the activity in year 1 be used to extend students' understanding and engagement with idea behind the cross.





If the essential question was 'what makes Easter good news?", focus could then be on construction of tomb etc..which fits in nicely to idea of new life developed in next section.





How will learning opportunities develop students' understanding from what was gained in prep?





Other possibilities:


Links could be made to words spoken by angels at Jesus' birth where they declare him to be the one who will save people from their sins. To help set the context students can read about Jesus' forgiveness in the Gospel stories.





Highlighted sections make links between CSCF and this unit








