UNIT FOCUS ON developing units on Easter across all year levels of a school
Based on units written by teachers at Good Shepherd Lutheran Primary School

	
CB
	CC
	UNIT TITLE

Who is Jesus?
What is the Easter story?
	BAND Beginning
YEAR Prep
	DURATION OF UNIT
3 – 4 weeks

	
CL
	CW
	
	
	

	KEY IDEA(S)

CB 2 The person and work of Jesus the Christ is central to Christianity

	OUTCOMES(S)

CB 1.2
Children identify stories about Jesus and discuss what Jesus said and did

	UNIT OVERVIEW

Children will hear  the Passion Week story told in chronological in order to become familiar with the main aspects of the story.  Children will be given an opportunity to respond to the story.



	CONTRIBUTION TO LQL




	STUDENTS/LEARNERS PROFILES



	ESSENTIAL/GUIDING QUESTION/STATEMENT


What do words such as : resurrection, crucifixion, sin mean?


	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT UNIT

3 – 4 different Bibles
Pictures of the Passion Week
Devotion Ideas

- The Hen who saved her chickens from the Fire.

- Professional OHP cartoons of the story.

Songs

1. Come on and clap your hands

2. He is Lord

3. His name is wonderful

4. King of Kings

5. Shout to the Lord

6. Majesty


	LINKS TO LIFE

LIFE concepts :
Band A RESCUE

Band A JESUS



	STUDENT QUESTIONS




	LINKS TO OTHER CURRICULUM AREAS


	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT TEACHERS



	ASSESSMENT

Children draw a part of the story they thought was very special and then dictate a sentence/s to a teacher to accompany their illustrations.  Language used and depth of explanation give a good insight into their understanding of the story.





	KNOWLEDGE STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW TO ACHIEVE THE OUTCOME (“students know…”)

	Stories about Jesus’ life

· birth

· childhood

· family 

· death and resurrection

· relationships

Stories about what Jesus did
Stories about how Jesus loved and cared for all people (eg, healing stories)

Stories Jesus told




	LINKS 

TO LQL
	LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
	OPPORTUNITIES STUDENTS HAVE TO DEMONSTRATE (“students can…”)
	DIFFERENTIATION

	
	Introduction

- Examining kings and their lifestyles – include flags, indicating loyalty.

- Jesus was a very different kind of king.

DEVELOPMENT
Read the story from 3 – 4 different Bibles, followed by discussion of pictures.  Concentrate on :

Story 1 – Palm Sunday

- People wanted Jesus for their 

king.

Children make a flag in lieu of palm branches. 

Story 2 – The Betrayal/Denial

Story 3 –  The Crucifixion

Story 4 – The Resurrection

 (Jesus is seen alive)

Response

Week 1. Drama with props made

 by children

Week 2. The Biblical account of

the betrayal and denial.  Read

from a selection of Children’s Bibles.  
How did this story make you feel?  
Relate to playground events with 
friends’.

Week 3. Read the Biblical

account of the crucifixion and

make cross symbols using a

variety of medium.  Ask children

questions about the activity as they are 

working.

Week 4. Read the Biblical account of the resurrection and use symbols such as eggs / chickens / butterflies and do activities such as dioramas.  Recap using a video of the Easter story
	· share Bible stories of Jesus 

· make and use puppets to tell stories about Jesus

· identify pictures of Jesus in a picture Bible

· design and construct an artwork that symbolises Jesus’ resurrection (eg, clay empty tomb, mini garden)

· describe and sequence the stages of Jesus’ life on earth (eg, baby, child, adult)

· construct their own questions about Jesus

· identify Jesus’ family and friends

· recreate stories of Jesus’ interaction with people

· identify the ways Jesus loved and cared for people

· share what they are learning about Jesus

· retell the Christmas and Easter stories

	




What are the most important details of the Easter story that students need to grasp and retell to show achievement of outcome?





Title needs to reflect the big idea being developed in the unit.





What is purpose of unit for students at this age level?


A focus on Jesus as king will help explore the question Who is Jesus/ yet, unit notes indicate that main purpose of unit is to familiarise children with details of Easter story/Passion Week





Unit overview needs to clearly 


1. outlines what the unit is about


2. state the purpose and direction of the unit, providing a sense of where the unit fits in the overall CS program, its relevance to students’ whole journey of learning.


3. state the possibilities the unit opens up for future learning experiences


4. identify  key understandings


If Jesus as king is a major focus it needs to be stated in the overview.














Will story of the Passion Week be unfamiliar to all children? Is this the first time they will have been told this story? Have they heard other stories about Jesus?





What level of literacy do these students have?





Reading between the lines, I can see that this is what teachers are addressing.





What understanding of kings/leaders will this age group have?





What is the inquiry being conducted with students and what is the essential question which will drive the inquiry?





The unit notes focus of the identity of Jesus as king.  What understanding of Jesus will be gained by looking at him through the image of king?





What is the purpose in selecting this main theme for the unit? 


Or


Is main purpose of unit to familiarise students with key details of 


Easter story?

















What sorts of questions do students have about Jesus? Easter?


How do these connect with theme of Jesus as king?





What questions do students have about kings?





What kinds of understandings will teachers be looking for in the drawings? How will teachers know whether or not students have achieved the outcome?


Will the theme of king need to be evident?








Will students have had stories about kings and special people in other curriculum areas?











Main knowledge to be covered in unit has been highlighted in yellow.





Will these response activities provide the data to measure achievement of outcome? 





What is purpose of students creating crosses? What links will be made to major  theme?


Will symbols created be used in Easter chapel service?





How will theme of Jesus as king be carried through entire unit?





How are key concepts of forgiveness and eternal life linked to these activities and to the theme of Jesus being king? 


Unit ends on note of new life. Could this be an alternate theme  for unit? 





What strategies will  teachers use to accommodate the different understandings  students bring to this unit?





What other opportunities are their for students to demonstrate their knowledge if they cannot draw?








