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Question: thinking about appreciation
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Warm up

Compile a list of words that mean the same as appreciation, and a list of words that are opposite in meaning to appreciation. (Alternatively, the words could be in a mixed list and students sort them on a concept target graphic organiser).

Digging deeper
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Appreciation of … Individuals
THINK IT
Reflection prompts
What makes me who I am? How do I feel about things? What do I think? What do I value?

A quiet space would be ideal for this activity, eg outdoors, garden area, oval, on a hill, in a woodland clearing, on a beach …
The following resources are provided as choices for this purpose:

· Bubble map

· Identity prompts (worksheet or cards)
· Bible prompts
· Top Ten
Appreciation is valuing self.
 Appreciation of ... Individuals in community

SHARE IT
Nominate a special time of day and set everyone up with a partner...someone they would not ordinarily interact with. Put all of the names in a giant hat to establish the pairs who will link up. 

Provide a copy of the Values prompts (see resources)

Allow a nominated amount of shared time, then attach everyone’s names to a giant pinboard or large wall space.

RECORD IT
Start a ‘we appreciate...’ chart. It could be a roll of paper (implying our appreciation is continuous) attached at one end to a wall or pinboard. 

Either:

stop at set times during the day to record student contributions of appreciation for...a person, and the reason: their qualities, skills, disposition, attitudes or

once the idea catches on, make it a spontaneous act.

This chart could be incorporated into the week’s worship program.
Appreciation is valuing each person in community.

Appreciation of ... Our school in a community of Lutheran schools


MAP IT GRAPH IT
Gather some data and map it! Create a mind map of all the people in your school (students, parents, staff) who have attended/visited/taught in other Lutheran schools. Graph the results. Display your map and/or graph in a visible place. Compare your map and graph with those of other classes.

BE IT

Find a surface where you can draw a large outline of Australia. Mark in the states and territories. Use a road atlas or Google map to locate Lutheran schools across Australia. Place a person in each spot. You may need to combine classes for this one! Individuals find some facts about the school they represent and share these. A listing of schools can be found at www.lutheran.edu.au and click on ‘Schools Directory’.
SEE IT COMPARE IT

Use Google Earth to see what other Lutheran schools look like. Which Lutheran school has the largest land area? Which has the most buildings? Which has the most water around it? Which is the most timbered area?

CONNECT IT

Check out websites for other Lutheran schools. Find something similar to connect you (eg in mission statement, motto, vision, values, curriculum, environment, building…). Send an email, share your story, invite a response.
For Lutheran schools in Australia go to http://www.lutheran.edu.au/public/schoold.aspx  each school listing includes ’view details’ which will provide a URL to that school’s website. 

To view Lutheran schools on Google Maps go to http://maps.google.com.au/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=107732087763073822262.000481025d164477e9531&ll=-25.085599,142.207031&spn=44.607459,92.724609&z=4 
TELL IT
Tell your school’s story in powerpoint and email it to another school, OR, create a short movie for your website and send a link, OR, write a poem describing your school. Send a multimedia collection to another school.

ANALYSE IT

Get statistical! How many Lutheran schools are the same size as yours? How many are bigger? How many are smaller? How many have the same uniform colours as yours? Do any have the same name as yours, eg Good Shepherd? Peace? Living Waters? How many Lutheran schools have a Saint name? Choose a school name. Consider why it might have been chosen for that school. Connect with all the schools that have a name similar, same or completely different to yours.

Map and display the connections you make. Share them with your community.
Appreciation is valuing the school in a community of schools.
Appreciation of ... Lutheran schools in a global community


SEARCH IT
On a world map, colour in or pattern all of the countries where there are Lutheran schools, or limit this to just SE Asia, or a continent.

For global listing, go to www.lutheran.edu.au click on ‘Connecting Globally’ and then ‘Where in the world are Lutheran schools?’

For a listing of Lutheran schools in SE Asia go to www.asialea.org/schools.html (NB this is only schools connected to the US Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod)

IMMERSE IT

Indonesia is a different culture and a different country. Consider what you see in pictures in schools and Classrooms in Indonesia. For images and more resources go to:
· Indonesia Lutheran school images
· ALWS hand in hand Indonesia school awareness week pack 2010

For global listing, go to www.lutheran.edu.au click on ‘Connecting Globally’ and then ‘Where in the world are Lutheran schools?’
Appreciation is valuing the school in a network around the globe.
Appreciation of ... Our place in the web of life

TOUCH IT TASTE IT SMELL IT SEE IT HEAR IT
Celebrate the beauty, complexity, intricacy and diversity in your local environment and beyond. Every KLA has a role to play here.

Employ all five senses: feel the air, listen to sounds, smell the fragrances, taste ranges of herbs or spices, look for all the ‘greens, patterns, textures,’ etc.

Explore special places: stand, sit, walk in silence, close eyes..

Express feelings, memories, ideas; respond with poetry, dance, drawing, music, drama, paint, fibre,...

Collect data on people’s favourite music; research pieces of music that were inspired by nature.

RESPOND TO IT

The following starting points are provided:

· Intricacies, complexities and diversity (activities)

· Experiences of silence and stillness

· Expression through the arts (poetry, music, fibre, culinary, dance, installation – engaging the five senses)
· Appreciation quotes and sayings
Appreciation is valuing everything around us.
Intricacies, complexities and diversity (activities)

In every aspect of life, and throughout the school curriculum, there are opportunities to look with wonderment to God, the source and sustainer of creation. In all elements of our society – culture, media, sport, entertainment, story, relationships and the world around us – there are invitations to fill ourselves and to draw in the glory, beauty and awesomeness of the intricacies, complexities and diversity around us.

The world of mathematics can be a source of pondering order and beauty in the world, science and technology through its various dimensions can be a source of pondering the power of the human intellect and creative genius, the world of physical education can be a source of pondering the strength and agility of the human body, the world of languages can be a source of pondering the richness of cultures and the intricacies of communication, SOSE can be a source of pondering the vibrancy, fullness and depth of cultures, places and people. Every KLA is a source of wonderment.

Wonder and contemplation

This is an outdoors activity. Take a bunch of hoops, pens and paper and find a grassed or ungrassed area where each student can place a hoop. This will be their zone for examination and contemplation. 

· encourage silence as they study the ‘contents’ of their hoop for several minutes, observing carefully

· still in silence, encourage them to respond to what they have observed, recording this in any way of their choice

· facilitate a discussion about the ‘contents’: the samenesses and differences, range of colours, textures, forms of life evident, and any things that point to intricacies, complexities and diversity (like what happens when the surface area is increased to 1ha, the State or Territory, Australia, the earth?)

Other wonders...

Fibonacci – God’s fingerprint

http://traderfort.co.cc/fibonacci-gods-fingerprint/
Platonic solids

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2NQg6W4SUaM
http://www.geometrycode.com/sg/
Imagining the tenth dimension – the geometry of music

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NdDL0xVt44&feature=related
Fractals

In nature

http://webecoist.com/2008/09/07/17-amazing-examples-of-fractals-in-nature/
http://www.miqel.com/fractals_math_patterns/visual-math-natural-fractals.html
http://www.metacafe.com/watch/3464952/fractals_in_nature/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8ZjPgEF5aI&feature=related (branching and spiralling patterns in forest plants)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-9ollSOQgc&feature=related (crystal spheres)

Fractal geometry

http://www.fractal.org/Bewustzijns-Besturings-Model/Fractals-Useful-Beauty.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qB8m85p7GsU (the first in a series of 6 on the mathematical discovery of the Mandelbrot Set)

Multi-dimensions and Polytopes

http://math.ucr.edu/home/baez/platonic.html
http://mathworld.wolfram.com/topics/Four-DimensionalGeometry.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xrSvVEpOog&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s27n3QzuE4E&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=htb-O1yvv7E
Bubbles

http://www.exploratorium.edu/ronh/bubbles/bubbles.html
Space

http://amazing-space.stsci.edu/capture/
Diversity

Look around! What evidence can you find that we live in a multicultural society? Look in newspapers, magazines, TV programs, shops, buildings. Think about the things you do, play, watch, hear. 

What can living in a multicultural society...

· teach us...?

· introduce us to...?

· expose us to...?

· give us opportunity to...?

· allow us to think about...?

· help us to understand...?

Is living in a multicultural society a good thing?

(adapted from ‘Multiculturalism in Australia’, Echoing the Word Vol.4 No. 4, 2005)



Experiences of silence and stillness


Silence – nourishment for the human spirit

Practical strategies for introducing students to silence and stillness, theory and trouble shooting. (you may need to scroll back to page 36 which is where the chapter starts)

http://books.google.com.au/books?id=k51pb-p3Ad0C&pg=PA40&lpg=PA40&dq=silence+and+stillness+strategies&source=bl&ots=HZVOqIJVr9&sig=R8FLIabHBce418SlHwVai4mhrMk&hl=en&ei=UligS82kAs2HkQWPu5TBBQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=8&ved=0CBgQ6AEwBzgK#v=onepage&q=silence%20and%20stillness%20strategies&f=false
This link is to the third chapter of Rachel Kessler’s book, The Soul of Education.

A DIALOGUE AUSTRALASIA professional development opportunity: Teaching silence and stillness seminars

http://www.dialogueaustralasia.org/
The Five Strands approach to Religious and Values Education (RAVE)

Information about the Affective strand

http://www.dialogueaustralasia.org/?page_id=23#aff
One school’s way: utilising silent times across the day

http://www.livingvalues.net/reference/reflection.html
The importance of silence and stillness in children’s lives

http://www.cdesign.com.au/fdc2009/pages/PDF_handout_Importance_of_Silence__Stillness.pdf
Expression through the arts

Choose from and work with any of the concepts such as: praise, joy, awe, wonder, mystery, thankfulness:

· What colour best represents (the chosen concept)?

· What shape or movement might it have?

· What would be it’s intensity?
· Rhythm? Mood?
· What sound or collection of sounds could represent it?

· How can it be expressed?

Tuning in with Art 

Look at some art works (clarify understandings of worship and the link to appreciation theme), eg

Anneke Kaai Worship no God but me
www.annekekaai.nl/index2.htm
· When you study this painting what do you see? 

· What does it highlight about worship? Who is to be worshipped? How does/not the artist represent this?

· How do the artist’s use of colour, value and emphases work from a worship perspective?

Kate Austin The Worshipper
http://christart.co.uk/theworshipper.htm
· Comment on the artist’s use of line, colour, space and shape in her representation of the worshipper.

· What elements and emphases of worship are depicted here? Are there any important emphases that are not?

Caroline Jordan Worship
www.living-waters.co.uk/ministries/worship.php
· In what ways does this painting speak of worship? Comment on colour, space, value, movement and unity in the work.

· Are there any important emphases or elements of worship that are not coming through in your interpretation?

Anneke Kaai Psalm 150
www.annekekaai.nl/index2.htm 

Psalm 150 is the last recorded in the Book of Psalms. All creatures join to express their overwhelming praise for their Creator.
· What kinds of techniques and representations does the artist use and employ to demonstrate the act of worship? How does this image fit with your understanding of the main emphases of worship?

Tuning in with Music

Listen to some musical works that were composed with appreciation in mind, eg

BeatBoppers True Blue Wonder music
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sg2IX65EPYY
Celebrates Australia and features awesome sounds of the didgeridoo imitating Australian animals.

Some classics include:

Smetana’s The Moldau (Vltava) 
Find out more about Smetana and ‘his’ river and his country. The Moldau is a musical story that can be followed in its musical ‘telling’.

Part 1   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmX4gSChJsc
Part 2   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MYzIKNG4H8

Handel’s Water Music
This was written for the celebration of a special event. The ‘Hornpipe’ is one of the most famous pieces from Water Music, but listen to others, too, to compare and contrast.

Hornpipe http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vf6RfR7YHto&feature=PlayList&p=EBDF0E9906C5E9E5&playnext=1&playnext_from=PL&index=7
Air


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOBm6jqOb-0&feature=related
Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons

This one is a celebration of the moods and colours of the seasons. Choose one to listen to, or listen to and compare all four. The links are sand animations. 

Spring



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-dHxJNsxJc&feature=PlayList&p=36B5B72B2E2303EE&index=0
Summer

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=go7wlUOC5dg&feature=PlayList&p=36B5B72B2E2303EE&index=1
Autumn


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCEB4v3o-50&feature=PlayList&p=36B5B72B2E2303EE&index=3
Winter

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGS6uSPGqvo&feature=PlayList&p=36B5B72B2E2303EE&index=2
Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake or The Nutcracker

These are both ballets, written as a celebration of musical imagination.

Swan Lake 


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmgfOXr-rZw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yg6EW6DaQLU
The Nutcracker

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHYwVfN3wY4
Handel’s Messiah

Three choral works suitable for an appreciation focus are:

· Glory to God in the highest (satellite images of earth, universe could Handel ever have envisaged this!) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHMAQKSJFhI
· For unto us a child is born http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oP-KyP4bvWk
· Hallelujah! http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Up3TIPoVh-M&feature=related
The text for the entire story of Messiah is biblical.

How has the respective composer achieved what he set out to? What elements of music work together to accomplish this? 

Responding

Compose an appreciation sound ‘picture’. Invent ways to represent sound, and how it is to be played, so that somebody else could pick up your score and play it back to you. Perform it.

Create a sound and image appreciation piece, using electronic or found materials. Match the visuals to the chosen sounds.

Paint your interpretation of the chosen concept. Alternatively, it could be represented with fibre, found objects, or made as an installation.

Dramatise or dance: create a series of movements, or still lives, to represent the chosen concept.

Write some poetry, a song...

Use poetry forms as scaffolds. The following link may prove helpful.

http://www.docstoc.com/docs/4978702/examples-of-different-types-of-poetry
or, try the List Poem
http://www.poewar.com/30-poems-in-30-days-about-forms-and-lists/
Concrete Poem

http://members.optusnet.com.au/kazoom/poetry/concrete.html
Synonym Poem

http://www.proteacher.net/discussions/showthread.php?p=941003
Three Word Form Poem

http://strawberriz.wikispaces.com/Three+word+forms?f=print
Senses Poem

http://academics.uww.edu/cni/webquest/Fall02/Poetry%20Webquest/fivesensespoetry.html
http://dmscc.typepad.com/holloway/2009/05/five-senses-poem-formulaexamples.html (powerpoint)

Kenning

http://www.kidsonthenet.com/create/kennings.cfm
and more...

http://curriculalessons.suite101.com/article.cfm/poems_for_kids
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson375/PoemTemplates.pdf
http://www.poemofquotes.com/articles/poetry_forms.php
All or any of the student /staff artistic expressions could be incorporated into the week’s worship program.
Appreciation quotes and sayings

‘We are all children of Mother Earth; we are all flowers in one garden.’ 

These words of a Pacific Island woman in an Edmund Rice Centre documentary about the impact of climate change on the island nation of Kiribati 

Robert Frost: Teachers: two kinds: the kind that fill you with so much quail shot that you can't move and the kind that just give you a little prod from behind and you jump to the skies.

Mother Teresa: There is more hunger for love and appreciation in this world than for bread.

Elizabeth Harrison: Those who are lifting the world upward and onward are those who encourage more than criticize.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe: Treat people as if they were what they ought to be and you help them to become what they are capable of being.

Voltaire: Appreciation is a wonderful thing. It makes what is excellent in others belong to us as well.

Albert Schweitzer: At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another person. Each of us has cause to think with deep gratitude of those who have lighted the flame within us.

Anonymous: Encouraged people achieve the best; dominated people achieve second best; neglected people achieve the least.

William Arthur: Flatter me, and I may not believe you. Criticize me, and I may not like you. Ignore me, and I may not forgive you. Encourage me, and I may not forget you.

Cicero: Gratitude is not only the greatest of virtues, but the parent of all others.

Leroy ‘Satchel’ Paige: Never let your head hang down. Never give up and sit down and grieve. Find another way. And don't pray when it rains if you don't pray when the sun shines.

Anonymous: No duty is more urgent than that of returning thanks.

Georgia O'Keefe: Nobody sees a flower – really – it is so small it takes time – we haven't time – and to see takes time, like to have a friend takes time.

Nicholas Stenson: Beautiful are the things we see. More beautiful are the things we understand. But the most beautiful are without doubt those we do not understand.
Literature

Appreciation launching pads... from children’s literature











Bubble Map
Use the bubble map below to identify all the people who value you, shaping and influencing you in your life.


Use the bubble map below to identify all the people you value and shape.


What does this tell you about YOU?

Identity
Respond to the prompts …
	I am my body.
I am my mind.

I am my personality.

I am my memories.
	We create our own identity. 

	People have a changing identity. Objects have an unchanging identity. 
	Who we are is set by how people see us. 

	What makes you at 5-years-old, the same person as you are now? Are you the same person?
	What is essential to you? If we changed these things, would you still be you? 

	Does your identity control you?
	Some people say they need to find themselves or they don’t really know who they are – what does this mean? 

	What is the difference between ‘identity’, ‘character’ and ‘mature’?
	What is most important to you? Is that who you are? 

	What sort of a person are you? Is this the same as your identity?
	Is identity social or physical? 


Source: Clinton Golding 2006 Thinking with Rich Concepts, Hawker Brownlow Education: Melbourne, Australia

Identity
Reflection cards
	I am my body.

I am my mind.

I am my personality.

I am my memories.
	We create our own identity.

	People have a changing identity. Objects have an unchanging identity.
	Who we are is set by how people see us.

	What makes you at 5-years-old, the same person as you are now? Are you the same person?


	What is essential to you? If we changed these things, would you still be you?


Identity
Reflection cards

	Does your identity control you?

	Some people say they need to find themselves or they don’t really know who they are – what does this mean?

	What is the difference between ‘identity’, ‘character’ and ‘mature’?


	What is most important to you? Is that who you are?


	What sort of a person are you? Is this the same as your identity?


	Is identity social or physical?



Biblical prompts

God’s view of people

Search the Bible, what does God say about people? How does God act? Write two or three key words for each text or draw a feeling face for each text.

Psalm 139:1
Psalm 139:2
Psalm 139:3
Psalm 139:15
Psalm 139:16
Genesis 1:27
Acts 17:27,28
Zephaniah 3:17
Psalm 54:4, 7
Isaiah 40:11
Revelation 1:3
Romans 8:31-32
Jeremiah 29:11
Revelation 21:3-4
Luke 15:31
John 15:16
Ephesians 2:8
John 15:9
1 John 4:16

Or 
view the youtube clip...Love Letter
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBdG2hUgrRI&feature=related
Biblical prompts

God’s view of people

You have looked deep into my heart, LORD, and you know all about me. Psalm 139:1

You know when I am resting or when I am working, Psalm 139:2

You notice everything I do and everywhere I go. Psalm 139:3

Nothing about me is hidden from you! Psalm 139:15

Even before I was born, you had written in your book everything I would do. Psalm 139:16

So God created humans to be like himself; he made men and women. (For you were made in my image) Genesis 1:27

God isn't far from any of us, and he gives us the power to live, to move, and to be who we are.  Acts 17:27,28

(God) is always with you.  He celebrates and sings because of you, and he will refresh your life with his love.’ Zephaniah 3:17

The Lord God helps me and keeps me from falling. He has rescued me from all of my troubles. Psalm 54:4, 7

The LORD cares for his nation, just as shepherds care for their flocks. He carries the lambs in his arms, while gently leading the mother sheep. Isaiah 40:11

God will bless everyone who reads this prophecy to others, and he will bless everyone who hears and obeys it. The time is almost here. Revelation 1:3

What can we say about all this? If God is on our side, can anyone be against us? God did not keep back his own Son, but he gave him for us. If God did this, won't he freely give us everything else? Romans 8:31-32

I will bless you with a future filled with hope--a future of success, not of suffering. Jeremiah 29:11

God will make his home among his people. He will wipe all tears from their eyes, and there will be no more death, suffering, crying, or pain. These things of the past are gone forever. Revelation 21:3-4

His father replied, ‘My son, you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. Luke 15:31

You did not choose me. I chose you and sent you out to produce fruit, the kind of fruit that will last. Then my Father will give you whatever you ask for in my name. John 15:16

You were saved by faith in God, who treats us much better than we deserve. [a] This is God's gift to you, and not anything you have done on your own. Ephesians 2:8
I have loved you, just as my Father has loved me. So remain faithful to my love for you. John 15:9

God is love. If we keep on loving others, we will stay one in our hearts with God, and he will stay one with us. 1 John 4:16

Or 
view the youtube clip...Love Letter
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBdG2hUgrRI&feature=related
Values prompts
	What is one of your values?


	What is worse – believing in something but not always following it or not believing in anything?

	Would someone be wrong if they didn’t value happiness?


	Are there certain things everyone should value?

	Are there some things that all people value?


	Are some things valuable independently of people’s beliefs and desires?

	Are our values shown by what we say or what we do?


	What makes a good person?

	What makes a good life?


	What is important in life? What counts as a successful life?

	Could we have certain values we don’t even know about?


	If you say something is valuable, does this mean you thinhk everyone should value it?


Source: Clinton Golding 2006 Thinking with Rich Concepts, Hawker Brownlow Education: Melbourne, Australia

Top Ten
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When was the last time you stopped to express appreciation for something?





Is there anything you would never appreciate?








What is it like to feel appreciated?








Is it important to be appreciative?








Can appreciation ever be a bad thing?








Can we always be appreciative?








What is the opposite of appreciation?








How much can a person be appreciated?








Is it possible to always be appreciated and never unappreciated?








Are appreciation and thankfulness different?








Is the expression of appreciation the same as a compliment?








If someone is constantly appreciated, could they become complacent?





Does it always take two people for appreciation to occur?
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Am I a Color Too? �by Heidi Cole and Nancy Vogl
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An Ordinary Day


by Libby Gleeson and Armin Greder
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Edward’s Magic Paintbox �by Sue Robinson
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Whoever you are �by Mem Fox
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Magic Beach �by Alison Lester
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Roy & Matilda: The Mysterious Music �by Susan Venn
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Norton’s Hut �by John Marsden








When the World was New �by Alicia Garcia de Lynam
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The TOP TEN things I VALUE are...


















































The TOP TEN TALENTS I have are...


















































The TOP TEN things I am THANKFUL for are...





















































