Prayer Chapel, week 6, 2003
God wants his people to talk to him every day.  He wants us to share our daily lives with him, confess our sins to him and ask for his help with any of our problems or worries.  God really does answer prayer, and Christians experience this in many ways.
4T asked themselves, ‘How does God answer prayer?’  Here are some ways of prayer answering they could think of.
*Sometimes talking to other Christians about the problem you’ve prayed about really helps you to solve that problem.  When someone gives their advice or suggestion, it can be God answering your prayer.
*God can answer your prayer in a quiet time and place.  Some people find that sitting quietly in a place like a church can give you a feeling that is an answer to a prayer.
*Sometimes people hear God giving them an answer to their prayer like a voice in their head.  When they talk to God and think about their problems, God tells them what to say or do or think.
*Lots of people find answers to their prayers in the bible.  When they read the messages of God and the stories of his people, they can see how the God’s word relates to them
*Often God works his answers to prayer through other people.  When people pray about something, another person coming to help out can actually be an answer to a prayer. I know that once I prayed to God when I lost my ___________ and then my mum came along and offered to help me find it.  My mum was an answer to my prayer to God.
*A feeling of peace inside can be an answer to your prayer.  For example when you tell God you’re sorry for doing something, his answer of forgiveness can be like a feeling of peace.

*Sometimes people feel that God gives them signs when you pray about something.  These signs can be a way that God tells you to make a certain choice.  Sometimes when you pray about a problem you might see something in a movie or on TV or in a book that helps you to get your answer.  It’s amazing the way God can work!
Today we are going to share with you some more ideas about how God can answer our prayers through the bible and through the people around us.
Through the bible
An argument between friends, they go separate ways. One person prays to God about feeling angry…s/he always treats me like this and wants his/her own way.  I don’t know if I want her/him to be my friend any more.

Open Bible to John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”  Friend decides to go and  make up.
A child is worried about how s/he’s going to do in a spelling test – prays to God for help.

Reads bible – John 14:11  “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God and also in me.”  Child thanks God for looking after her/him, feels a bit relieved.
A borrows a pencil from B and accidentally breaks it.  Pretends it didn’t happen – cover-up.  In devotion, class read James 5:16 “Therefore confess your sins to each other  and pray for each other.”  God tells us that people live together the way he wants when we ask others for forgiveness, and receive their forgiveness… A approaches B and apologises for breaking the pencil and for pretending it didn’t happen.
through other people

Child is having difficulty with maths work.  Says short prayer asking God to help with understanding maths.  Teacher and classmate come and help and explain how it’s done, then she goes home and big brother helps with it at home.
A person’s uncle is sick in hospital.  Child and family pray that he’ll have a safe and good recovery.  Doctors and nurses come to talk to them, nurse takes blood pressure, doctor explains that he’ll do an operation to help make him well

So, how does God answer your prayer? 
How might I be an answer to someone’s prayer?  You might not even know when you are being an answer to someone’s prayer.  You might not even realize when God’s trying to speak to you through the bible, other people or your experience.   Try tuning in to God this week, and see what he’s got to say to you!
