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STAFF SPIRITUALITY

“REFLECTIONS”

The Parable of the Mustard Seed
Reflection on Luke Ch 13 v 18-19
(also found in Matthew 13:31-32 and Mark 4:30-32)
 The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

18 Then Jesus asked, "What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? 19It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air perched in its branches."

NOTES

At face value a traditional interpretation could be something like – 
1. the tiniest of insignificant seeds grows into a massive plant that attracts birds

2. So is the WORD – sow the seed, it can grow and produce fruit many times over.
3. Never underestimate how faith or the kingdom of God can grow.
But what an amazing little parable when you start to dig behind the scenes!

There are a few hidden twists in the parable …
1. Mustard plant is NOT a significant plant – growing to between 1 and 2 metres (little shrub) – two varieties
2. Cedars of Lebanon were symbols of the great kingdom (comparable to giant WA Eucalypts or the Californian Redwoods)

3. There were strict rules about what could be planted in a garden. Mustard plant was forbidden in a household garden. It was fast spreading and would invade the veggies. Regarded as a rogue plant.)

4. A man planting the mustard seed in his garden – was doing something illegal.

Some key points that follow from this:

1. The image of a mustard seed growing into a tree then is something of an extreme exaggeration. Jesus has used this to reinforce the power of the word to grow in unbelievable and amazing ways. The choice of plant as mustard seed may have been deliberate to highlight the power of the Word to change and to grow in people.
2. If Jesus wanted to portray a vision of grandeur and magnificence for the kingdom though, why wouldn’t he have used the cedars of Lebanon (a traditional symbol of mighty things in O.T) instead of a mustard plant? His intention here is to set straight the image of the kingdom.
3. Perhaps the parable suggests that God’s works are not done at the most grandiose level – not in cathedrals, churches or buildings. The kingdom is in everyday life through ordinary people in their own backyards, daring to plant the seed in risky places, in the hearts and minds of people not all that receptive. Sometimes the classrooms of our schools may be risky places for seed planting! The kingdom is built by everyday people like us. (A BIG tick for laypeople – spreading the word in the most unlikely places, with it growing in the most unlikely of ways, beyond all expectation.)

4. The birds? This is a familiar Old Testament symbol for a mighty kingdom giving shelter to the nations. It was highly symbolic of the kingdom being for all – not just the Jewish people. Jesus was trying to get the message through that the kingdom was for all. It was like saying that outsiders would be attracted to and welcome in the kingdom. (The Jewish people would not have liked this, but it is thought to be a key reason for him telling this parable.)
PRAYER POINTS: 
· Lord Jesus we thank you for your word and what it reveals to us

· Help us Lord to set aside time, quality time to reflect on your word, so that we may be drawn closer to you.

· Lead us to dare to plant the seed – perhaps even in the most unlikeliest of places 

· Help us to see that amazing things can happen from the most insignificant of plantings

· May your Holy Spirit be in us and with us and grow the mustard seeds in our own heart into majestic trees 
Disclaimer:

I use this term somewhat facetiously even though these days everyone seems to have disclaimers! However as a layperson, I do want to emphasize the point that the thoughts contained in this reflection have been gathered and documented as a result of my own research and wrestling with the Word. As I have gone about my work in putting together resources to assist staff in Lutheran Schools with their own faith journey, I have certainly asked God to guide and direct me in all that I do and have prayed that my work be acceptable in his sight. I can only trust that to be the case. One could perhaps debate the validity of thoughts in my reflections or mount a case for alternative interpretations and I encourage you to do that.  I believe that it is critical for each of us to hear the words of Jesus and to experience those at a very personal level. Our response to the words of Jesus comes as we meet God’s spirit within us. I pray that you will be enriched and grow in your faith by reflecting on His Word.
Nev Grieger

LSA Spiritual Development Facilitator 
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