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STAFF SPIRITUALITY

“REFLECTIONS”

INTRODUCING THE PARABLES
Why did Jesus speak in Parables?

· To make his point more understandable? 

· To use the language of the time?

· To communicate more effectively?

· To make his teaching more interesting?

How do you explain this then? 
Read Mark 4:10-12 (below)   

(See also Lk 8:10; Matt 13:14; John 12:40)

 “When Jesus was alone, some of those who had heard him came to him with the twelve disciples and asked him to explain the parables. “You have been given the secret of the kingdom of God”, Jesus answered. “But the others, who are on the outside, hear everything by means of parables, so that, ‘They may look and look, yet not see; they may listen and listen, yet not understand. For if they did, they would turn to God, and he would forgive them.’”
(For cross-reference Read Isaiah Ch 6:9-10
and Acts 28:26-28)

· Does this make sense?

· Can this be for real?

· Isn’t this contradictory? 
· Why wouldn’t God want to forgive them? 
· Isn’t that what it’s all about?
· Is there any rational explanation?

Rolph Mayer,
 explains it something like this: The Israelites had for centuries been in a cycle of falling away from God, God would punish them, they would turn back to him in repentance, then God would forgive them. Jesus did not want this cycle to continue. It was therefore premature for the people to know the secrets of the kingdom until after the passion. A real and lasting solution could then be achieved through the cross. 

That conundrum explained, Rolph Mayer concludes at the end of the unit:

“Thus the message of the parables is one with the central message of the new Testament – the Cross through which we have the forgiveness of sins as a free gift and therefore membership with the Kingdom of God which has come among us, which has become a reality through the death and resurrection of Christ himself”

Studying the parables makes for a fascinating way of hearing the words of Jesus. The “Reflections” material focuses strongly on the parables and aims to lead the reader in a search for deeper perspectives. As we hear these words of Jesus and experience them first-hand, God speaks to us through his Spirit. Maybe our perceptions and interpretations of our listening to the voice are sometimes a bit off-beat in relation to what the purest might say. Does that matter? The critical thing is to have our own authentic spiritual experiences. What makes them so? When we come into God’s presence by hearing and reflecting on His word, we open ourselves up to an interface with the Spirit. Over time as we continue to let God speak to us we can feel confident that He will lead us where he wants us to go. This is all part of the excitement of being on a spiritual journey. 
May God lead us all into a closer and more personal walk with him through taking time out to reflect on the words of Jesus.

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

Read also the words of Jesus to people that he healed. 
See 


· Lk 5:12-15   

· Mark 1:32-34

· Matt 9:29-31

A similar mystery surrounds these words. Why wouldn’t Jesus want them to know about him?







� New Testament I: “The Christ of Christian Ministry”, Unit 6, p 98 


� New Testament I: “The Christ of Christian Ministry”, Unit 6, p 102
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