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STAFF SPIRITUALITY

“REFLECTIONS”

HEARING THE WORDS OF JESUS
As mentioned in “REFLECTIONS Explained”, most spiritual writers emphasize the importance of hearing the voice (or words) of Jesus. This can happen in various forms and through different media, but always with a strong focus on the messages of the gospel accounts.  

One of the tragedies in the lives of many Christians, is the failure for us to be authentic in our relationship with God. Let me explain that. How often in the setting of a staff room devotion, a Council or committee meeting, a church auxiliary body, in our own devotional life or attempts to have quiet time with God, do we resort to something “off the shelf”? (e.g and internet site or devotion book.) In reality, for many in our school and church communities however, the use of other people’s material especially in a semi-public setting, is often due to fear or insecurity; fear of not saying the right thing, or being worried about not giving a correct theological or biblical perspective. In so doing, we put on a fake spirituality. 
Max Lucado refers to this as a SECONDHAND spirituality …
“Some of us have tried to have a daily quiet time and have not been successful. Others of us have a hard time concentrating. And all of us are busy. So rather than spend time with God, listening for his voice, we’ll let others spend time with him and let them benefit from the experience … If that is your approach, if your spiritual experiences are secondhand and not firsthand, I’d like to challenge you with this thought: Do you do that with other parts of your life? … You don’t do that with vacations … You don’t do that with romance … You don’t let someone eat on your behalf, do you? (There are) certain things no one can do for you. And one of those is spending time with God.”
 (From JUST LIKE JESUS)
We need to take the time to hear Jesus for ourselves; to hear his voice firsthand thus creating our own genuine spiritual experiences. When we meet Jesus in this way, we open ourselves up for real and dynamic spiritual growth. If what flows from these experiences is then shared with others in our school community, together we grow. Even though these close encounters with Jesus can at times be punctuated with confusions or doubts, by expressing our thoughts and feelings as they are, instead of how someone else has expressed them, or how we think other people or the church wants to hear them, we then build an authentic spirituality both personally and across our whole community.
From James 4:8 “Come near to God and God will come near to you.”
Nev Grieger

LSA Spiritual Development Facilitator 

November 2007
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