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STAFF SPIRITUALITY

“DIRECTIONS”

‘NEW’ SPIRITUALITY
Preamble:

Are Lutheran Schools spiritually at the cross-roads? How much longer can we as staff in Lutheran Schools be expected to go on promoting a product that the world at least, says has a limited shelf-life? The wheels are falling off of the traditional church as we know it in every country throughout the Western world, where statistics confirm a massive on-going decline in regular worship attendance. Do we continue to follow the pathway that traditional spirituality, church and religion have taken us, or can we become modern-day reformers and agents of change to bring on a “new” spirituality? Is there an opportunity before us right now to redefine, reshape, and reclaim the spiritual marshland?
(The word “new” has been placed in quote marks to indicate that there really is nothing new in this spiritual direction.) The great irony is perhaps that the contemporary spirituality that is emerging in the 21st century is much closer to the spirituality that Jesus is trying to teach us about throughout the gospels, than it is to the traditional model of spirituality that most of us have grown up with.

Contemporary Spirituality

David Tacey in his recent book “The spirituality revolution” writes … “Every day people are straying away from the church and going back to God.” 
 The expectation of the traditional church is that 
people will conform to religious doctrine and guidelines, with the tragedy being that the emphasis on and encouragement to discover and build a relationship with God at a personal level has been lost. 
Spirituality for many people is now found in the outdoors, in the creation around us, in the sacredness of life, through the family and friends around us, rather than in a place of institutional worship. In the main the traditional church has pooh-hooed this form of spirituality. We should not ignore the feelings for example, of the young person who says that they really feel the presence of God while in the outdoors on a bush-walking retreat. Needless to say, not all forms of this emerging spirituality are necessarily good, but the problem is that the traditional church and religion generally exercise a blanket rejection without pausing to engage in any dialogue with it. “Religion has stopped having a conversation with culture …” says Tacey
. “If religion wants to play a role in the future it has to start listening to the world and discerning the presence of God in it…The churches should regard dialogue with popular spirituality as part of their ministry and mission.”
 Where the word ‘churches’ appears in the sentence above, should we also read ‘Lutheran Schools’? 
The challenge is for us to embrace the contemporary spirituality of the young people and families of today, to work with the positive threads that are there, build on them, strengthen them, and grow them into a personal relationship with a living God. Using the old model of expecting to connect to church is flawed. We must meet young people where they are if we want to reach them at all. We need to recognize that “… when religion is rejected it does not mean that the spirit and soul go away or disappear.”

Image of God

One of the issues affecting society’s acceptance of the institutional church is that we tend to operate under a very out-moded image of God. How often today do we perceive images of God as being remote, the old man in the sky, the guy upstairs, the supreme authority sitting on his throne looking down on the world often in harsh judgment? The God of “new” spirituality is far more personal, intimate and localized, with the world itself revealing God’s presence.
 It is possible that much of this out-moded image comes from a mis-understanding or under-understanding of the incarnation, without recognizing the ongoing nature of the incarnation after the ascension.
 We need to reinforce an image of God in us, with us, in and through the world around us.

What does this mean for us as staff in Lutheran Schools?

In the first instance we need to seek to understand contemporary spirituality and then encourage it and embrace it in our school communities, initially at staff level, especially as our schools move into the increasing employment of Generation X and Y staff.  At the same time we need to do our part encourage dialogue with traditional religion and church. This “new” spirituality is not a suggestion that we should abandon the traditional notion of church, for there are compelling reasons why there is a need for believers to continue to gather in groups. The challenge is for us to participate in, refine, reshape, reform and reclaim, true worship.
Also, in our school communities, we need to model good worship practice while taking care to be sensitive to what it actually means to worship. This automatically raises the big question of compulsory participation in worship experiences! (A topic for another day.) 
Central to all of our “Luther like” initiatives to revitalize our spiritual directions, must be Word and Spirit. It is important to remember that we are unable to come to know God or trust in him except through the work of the Holy Spirit. We must continue to pray for the work of the Spirit in our school communities and that God will help us and direct us to shape his future kingdom in a way that is pleasing to Him. 
(A highly recommended additional stimulus for discussion on this topic is the DVD Six challenges / Six mysteries – in particular CHALLENGE 2 – to be Spirit Sensitive.
)
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