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Hinduism and Christianity
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	KEY IDEA(S)

Religious beliefs and ideas shape people’s thinking and actions. 

	OUTCOME(S)
CW2.1 Students identify and find out about religious groups in their local community 

	UNIT OVERVIEW

World religions – Christianity, Islam, Buddism, Judaism, Hinduism
What do Hindus believe?
How is this different to Christianity?

What are some of the Hindu festivals?
Hindu festivals similar to Christmas

	CONTRIBUTION TO LIFELONG QUALITIES FOR LEARNERS

Communicators and Facilitators 

Supporters and Advocates

Investigators and Learners 



	
	LINKS TO LIFE


	STUDENTS/LEARNERS PROFILE

Students are learning about life in India and are curious about the festivals some Indian people celebrate.
Students have a good knowledge of Christianity through previous units (My Church Family and Celebrating with Jesus).

	ESSENTIAL/GUIDING QUESTION/STATEMENT that makes explicit the central, core idea developed in unit

KQ1: What is Hinduism?
KQ2: How is Hinduism different to Christianity?

KQ3: Why do Hindus celebrate?
KQ4: Do Hindus celebrate Christmas?
	LINKS TO OTHER CURRICULUM AREAS 
Integrated Studies – India – Students are learning about other aspects of the country of India and making comparisons to their own country

	STUDENT QUESTIONS

Why are there so many Hindu Gods?
Is their god the same as God?

Why do they think cows and other animals are holy?

	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT UNIT

Lewis n Lieschke Tour Website
Big Books

Library Books on Christianity and Hinduism
World Book Kids Online
Woodlands Jr website
	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT TEACHER

Theological Notes
A range of books about Christianity and Hinduism

	ASSESSMENT

Students complete a chart identifying the different between Christianity and Hinduism.
Students complete a slide show about India (Assessment for Integrated Studies) and include a slide on the religious beliefs of the people of India which demonstrates their understanding of HInduism. 


	IDENTIFY SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE STUDENTS NEED TO ACHIEVE THE OUTCOME ("students know…")

Students have a good understanding of Christianity through the completion of other units this year (My Church Family and Celebrating with Jesus). However, students should review and discuss Christian beliefs throughout this unit.
Explore practices and beliefs of other religious traditions. 


	LINKS TO LIFELONG QUALITIES FOR LEARNERS 

Demonstrates respect for different viewpoints and abilities.

With support, frame questions that guide exploration of issues and help form deeper understandings.

Uses a range of communication skills and forms to process and share information to convey content and purpose.


	SEQUENCE OF LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Review of previous units:
Other Christian groups in the community

What Christians believe – Triune God, Easter, baptism, prayer, worship
Key Question 1: What is Hinduism?
Brainstorm other religions/denominations.
Research the 5 main religions of the world – World Religions Slide Show. 

Read Big Book and other books

Discuss what Hinduism is – Make a Y chart: Celebration, beliefs, gods

.
Key Question 2: How is Hinduism different to Christianity?
Make a Y chart for Christianity

celebration, beliefs, gods

Compare and discuss Y charts

*Assessment: Students complete a chart to show differences between Hinduism and Christianity
Key Question 3: Why do Hindus celebrate?
Students write about a special festival their family celebrates. 
Students research some different Hindu festivals – who the festival is in honour of, what they do, when it is held, etc.

Diwali – Festival of Lights – Students make rangoli patterns  
Raksha Bandhan – Bracelet Ceremony – Students plait a bracelet
Free Choice 
*Assessment: Students produce a Powerpoint slide: If I lived in India, some religious festivals I might see are…
Key Question 4: Do Hindus celebrate Christmas?
Students share what Christmas means to them and share how it is celebrated in their family.

Story board the story of Christmas and have students share and discuss the features they see as important
Look at the Hindu festivals of Rama Navami and Janmashtami. Discuss that they both celebrate the birth of a god. Discuss how this is similar to Christmas.

	IDENTIFY WHAT STUDENTS WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE ("students can...")

( Locate and map various religious groups in the community

( Identify the distinguishing factors between religious groups
( Describe special celebrations in their family/religious community

• Explore religious and cultural festivals
( Listen to and retell stories of the different ways Christian people celebrate festivals

	DIFFERENTIATION
Students draw pictures that represent Christianity.

Students colour in pictures to represent Hindu festivals.

Students draw pictures of how their family celebrates Christmas. 

Students draw a picture to represent the first Christmas.

	EVALUATION OF UNIT
• Was the students’ understanding of Christianity deep?
• Did students meet the outcomes?

• Were tasks accessible to all students?
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