	UNIT TITLE: What’s so amazing about grace?
	BAND: D           YEAR GROUP:  11
	DURATION OF UNIT: 9 weeks 

	CB 6.3
	CC
	CL 5.3
	CW
	KEY IDEA
Christians have a responsibility in and for the world
	OUTCOME  Students apply principles of Christian stewardship to social, political, environmental and economic issues
Students propose a response to crises and conflicts in the world applying a Christian understanding of sin and grace

	UNIT OVERVIEW
Christians live their lives in response to the amazing grace of God. To the non-Christian who hasn’t experienced this grace, the whole thing can be quite confusing. Thus the title ‘What’s so amazing about grace?’.. Students begin their ‘grace journey’ with a concept map and an introduction to grace via a modern day version of The Prodigal Son. The Amazing Grace movie is then used to illustrate the dark, sinful side of human nature within the world of slavery in Britain. Students gain knowledge of the central characters to the cause of slavery abolition, and walk through the events that took place in the lead up to abolition in 1833. They also experience (to an extent) the inhumane conditions experienced by slaves aboard ships and reflect on why a group of human beings would inflict such suffering on another group of human beings. Through partner activities, analysing case studies, and reflecting in diary entries, students recognise that slavery exists on a large scale today in many forms and  identify the impact it has on individuals and communities. Students brainstorm ideas to support ex-slaves who need to re-start their lives and use their creative skills to create a poster or leaflet to raise awareness of modern day slavery. They then return to the movie and consider the amazing grace experienced by the slave trader John Newton before considering the role of grace in their own lives by responding to the Nooma DVD ‘Luggage’. Finally, students finish their journey by searching for grace in other religions and aspects of society in completing the summative task ‘Where can the world go to find grace?’.
	CONTRIBUTION TO LLQ

This unit finds its foundation in…
a) Growing in and living according to a cohesive world view

b) Living in community, reflecting characteristics of God through love, compassion, forgiveness, appreciation and service

c) Contributing to communities by being

· Self-directed insightful investigators &  learners

· Open, responsive communicators & facilitators

· Principled, resilient leaders & collaborators

	STUDENTS/LEARNERS PROFILE

prior learning/interests/needs of students 

· There is a good chance that students completing this unit may not have a good understanding of the plight experienced by people in other countries. They are ready to be challenged at a deeper level by looking outside of their own lives.

· They are generally highly relational, have strong links with media (film/music) and respond best to a variety of learning experiences and assessment tasks.    

· The student booklet provides such variety, but has enough structure to cater for those students who need it. 
	ESSENTIAL/GUIDING QUESTION/STATEMENT 

The Bible teaches that Christ’s grace turns natural human ‘justice’ on its head. Its call for selfless, self sacrificing giving chafes against the false demarcations and practices in society. 
Slavery is a by product of sin and represents the darkest side of human nature, yet only grace through Christ can penetrate the consequences of sin.
	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT UNIT

Amazing Grace DVD (library) 
What’s so amazing about grace? Student h/book

Amazing Grace Resource DVD (library )

CD with ship effects (teacher to provide)

NOOMA DVD ‘Luggage’ (Library)

‘A Spectators guide to world religions – an introduction to the big five’, by John Dickson

‘Why so many Gods?’ By K Etue (library)

	
	
	LINKS TO LIFE

God saves through Jesus

God calls people to serve the world

God calls people to be Jesus’ disciple

God creates human relationships 

	SAMPLE STUDENT QUESTIONS
· Is the message from the Bible on grace and forgiveness really that important these days?

· How can someone be so cruel to another human being? How can fellow citizens just let it happen?

· Can I really make a difference in the world?

· Does God forgive all sin, regardless of how bad?

· Must you be a Christian to experience grace?
	LINKS TO OTHER CURRICULUM AREAS
Performing Arts (Media – analysis of film,

Visual Arts (Poster/leaflet task)

English (Diary entries, comprehension questions)

SOSE (Historical and current day perspectives on slavery)

Summative Task ‘Where can the world go to find grace?’  involves a variety of curriculum areas (see task sheet)
	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT TEACHER

Visit amazinggracemovie.com to download:
· Amazing Grace Faith Discussion Guide

· Ending Slavery: An Unfinished Business

Amazing Grace, by Eric Metaxas: 

Forgiveness – Making Peace with the Past, by Douglas Connelly: Eight studies to support this unit.
What’s so Amazing About Grace – P Yancey

(all three books in library)

	STRATEGIES USED TO MEET SPECICIC NEEDS OF INDIVIDUALS/GROUPS OF STUDENTS
· Diary entries can be changed to an oral assessment (teacher/student interview after lessons)

· Presentation of formative leaflet/poster task can be changed to involve media skills, dramas, oral presentations, power point presentations, newspaper articles, etc.
· See ‘Extension Activities’ to cater for students who need further challenging



	IDENTIFY SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE STUDENTS NEED TO ACHIEVE THE OUTCOME (Students know…)
· The story of slavery abolition in Britain

· The role of slavery throughout history and today

· The declaration of human rights and their importance to the fight against slavery

· What can be done to fight slavery

· What grace through Christ is and how it can overcome sin to save lives (including their own)
· The fundamental beliefs of four other religions (outside Christianity), particularly in regard to grace



	

	


	WEEK

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8-9

	SEQUENCE OF LEARNING 

OPPORTUN ITIES
Introduction to ‘grace’
Complete ‘Grace’ Concept Map p1
· Share responses as a class

·  concept of grace may vary and could be quite limited 

· Perhaps complete another concept map at end of unit to evaluate student learning & unit effectiveness?

Read story of ‘prodigal son’ (p1-3) adapted to modern times (Yancey). Complete reflective questions (Think about it p 4-5))

Watch Amazing Grace movie
Break up movie by stopping to discuss Activity 2 and 3 (p 6-8)
· This information makes the movie richer and gives the students a greater context for the events in the film

At end of film, complete Activity 4 (p 9-10). Give students a realistic experience of life on a slave ship

· Put them in a confined area (as per worksheet), lights off, sounds of slave ship on audio…then read ‘The Horrors of the Middle Passage’

· ‘Your turn’ reflective sections can be used as CRAVE diary  entries

Slavery across time & place (p 11-19)

Partner activity cutting up & sorting ‘Resource Sheet 1 (p31)

· Discuss: What surprises you about these examples? (slavery over long period, still going on today)

· Brainstorm words associated with slavery

· Share and compare definitions of slavery from Anti Slavery International

· Identify types of slavery today and ask for student ideas on any others

· Discuss Article 4 (p12)  and contrast this with reality of slave trade (12 million in 2005!)

Group activity (p13) on case studies and Declaration of Human rights

· Take a group in turn and ask each one to describe their case study and answers to a,b & c. 
· Pick up any points raised in class discussion

Read the sheet Slavery Today (p 19) to put slavery into a wider perspective

Life Beyond Slavery 

· What do you think freedom really means? (p 20)

· What freedoms do we assume in Australia?

Complete 1) individually and 2) in small groups

· Students must continue group work until they have finalised negotiations. Considering alternate viewpoints and accepting others is essential to this unit and central to TLC ethos
· Groups explore support needed beyond slavery (p21)

· After reading extract, discuss effectiveness of support provided for women slaves in India. 
· Again, challenge students to compare these conditions to what we experience in Australia. 

Individual Formative Task (p22)

· Task encourages students to take a stand and make a difference. 

· Perhaps set up poster display in library or student services, or hand out leaflets after assembly talk on slavery

· This is about raising awareness – perhaps consider other delivery options outside poster/leaflet (class brainstorm)

The Confession

Watch scene 5 on enclosed CD-Rom and discuss using guide (p 23)

· Grasping the concept of grace presented in this scene is pivotal to understanding that God’s grace has no boundaries
· A short diary response on key questions from p23 would be an effective way to evaluate student learning
Extension activity

· Share Amazing Grace song and lyrics (p24). You will need to source your own copy of the song. Perhaps find a few different versions and complete Activity 1 from Amazing Grace Study Guide

Grace Applied to Your Life

Watch Nooma DVD ‘Luggage’ and complete CRAVE diary questions (p 25)

· Challenge students to apply grace to their own relationships

· Encourage students to share their responses

Grace Applied to the World (p26)

· Define Grace (encourage students to draw their learning so far in unit; refer to movie, prodigal story, ‘Luggage’ DVD, freedom from slavery)
· Read Yancey extract and contrast grace with ungrace in today’s society (Think About it)

· Share your own experiences of ungrace and ask students to share also 

Extension Activity
· Analyse a media sample (TV show, newspaper article) where ungrace is dominant
Grace Applied to Religion (p27)
· Read Yancey extract and discuss ‘Think about it’ question

· May need to provide some basic information on other religions (see Resources column)
Summative Task : Where can the world go to find grace?
· Task is quite unique and may require some discussion and application before students begin research

· Re-visit definitions of grace and examples of grace and ungrace discussed earlier

· Perhaps provide specific examples from each area 

· Encourage student creativity (many presentation options and freedom to draw from a wide variety of sources)

· Be clear that this is a summative task and needs to be completed thoroughly to meet the assessment criteria (p 30)


	STUDENTS CAN…

· Identify and evaluate their personal understanding of grace

· Analyse and comprehend grace when applied to a modern day parable
· Reflect on the motivation and character of historical figures
· Examine the reasons for the length of time ot took for abolition to take hold in Great Britain

· Experience (to an extent) and reflect on the inhumane conditions experienced by slaves 

· Reflect on why a group of human beings would inflict such suffering on another group of human beings

· Understand that slavery has existed throughout history

· Link slavery in the past with slavery in the present

· Agree to a definition of slavery

· Recognise that slavery exists on a large scale today and the different forms that it takes

· Identify the impact of this on the individuals and the communities they come from

· Consider the support which ex-slaves need so that they can be re-integrated into their communities

· Co-operate with others in a small group to achieve an outcome 

· Compare conditions experienced by slaves with life in Australia

· Use their creative skills to take action against slavery
· Recognise the power and impact of the grace evident in a movie scene
· Reflect on why Amazing Grace is so beloved and so commonly used as a social justice anthem.
· Reflect on concepts of emotional wounds, revenge and forgiveness

· Apply grace to their own relationships 
· Define grace for themselves

· Evaluate the relationship between grace and ungrace in today’s society

· Recognise the importance of grace to Christianity 

· Compare this with the grace present in other religions 

· Recognise the importance of grace to Christianity 

· Research and compare this with the grace present in other religions and other aspects of life

· Present the above information to the rest of the class
	RESOURCES

Amazing Grace Student Booklet  and CRAVE diaries are used throughout  the unit
Amazing Grace DVD (library)
Shipping container or dark room in science labs

CD player & CD with effects

Poster card/leaflets
Amazing Grace Resource DVD
- Faith Guide section (enclosed – master in library)
Amazing Grace songs on CD (BYO)
Nooma DVD
Media sample (BYO)
‘A Spectators guide to world religions – an introduction to the big five’, by John Dickson

‘Why so many Gods?’ By K Etue (library)


	ASSESSMENT

Concept Map
Reflective questions
Reflective questions

Observe partner activity

Observe group work and feedback. 

Class discussion

Poster/leaflet task

Diary response

Diary response
Summative task: Where can the world go to find grace?



	EVALUATION OF UNIT

· Was the purpose of the unit fulfilled?

· Was the unit relevant, engaging, challenging and developmentally appropriate??

· Were the resources adequate?

· Were knowledge and processes covered?

· Did the assessment opportunities produce work samples that demonstrate achievement or part thereof of outcome(s)?

· What further questions do students have as a result of their learning in this unit?

· [image: image1.png]


What did you learn from students’ evaluation of the unit?
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