CHRISTIAN STUDIES 2007
	UNIT TITLE/TOPIC
Christian Beliefs
“God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit”
	CB
	CC
	BAND B
YEAR GROUP 4 and 5

	
	CL
	CW
	DURATION

Term 3, Weeks 1 - 10


	KEY IDEA(S)
Christians believe God is one God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit
	OUTCOME(S)

CB 3.1
Students explore and report on Christian beliefs about the nature of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit

	UNIT OVERVIEW

Students will individually look at God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit through various mediums to help them identify the works, attributes, images and roles of each. In looking at the Holy Spirit, students will recognise the belief that God acts in and through the concrete elements of water, bread and wine (in preparation for communion at school in term 4). These are the means whereby God provides his blessings. Christians confess that God is one yet three persons. The three persons point to the different aspects of the work of God – creator, saviour, helper – revealing his loving and forgiving nature to people. The Christian creeds emphasise the unity, community and interrelatedness of the three persons.

	CONTRIBUTION TO LIFELONG QUALITIES FOR LEARNERS (LQL)

LINKS TO LIFE

Reflecting characteristics of God through His word and resources from our community

By grace God has shown through Jesus that He loves each of us and that he has sent the Spirit to work in us
Working collaboratively
Self directed and insightful learners who access different types of resources as a way of gathering information, eg, use the web, bible concordances, newspaper and magazine articles 
Creative producers



	STUDENTS/LEARNERS PROFILE

Prior learning/interests/needs of students
	ESSENTIAL/GUIDING QUESTION/STATEMTENT 
Who Is God?

What works does He do?

What are some of His attributes?

What symbols and images represent Him?

What is God’s role in people’s lives?
	LINKS TO OTHER CURRICULUM AREAS

Literacy – reading and viewing, listening and speaking
The Arts – developing a creative artwork to present their learning
Thinking skills

Bloom’s Taxonomy

Program Achieve

	STUDENT QUESTIONS
	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT UNIT

Student Bibles

Internet - bible.com

Brochures, Video “Jesus”, Prayer/Devotion books

Luther’s Small Catechism, “Follow me”
LIFE folder 


	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT TEACHER

Bible and concordance

Pentecost story Acts 2:1-41

LIFE folder

Units - “Who Is Jesus” and “God helps people by the work of the Holy Spirit”

Appendix – Story list, Songs and Model Unit Summaries

Brochures, videos, various books

	IDENTIFY SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE STUDENTS NEED TO ACHIEVE THE OUTCOME (“students know…)

Nature and roles of God

· God is three-in-one

· God, the Father, creator of all things then and now, preserver of creation

· God, the Son, Saviour and teacher 

· God, the Holy Spirit, helper and guide for people of the Old and New Testaments and people today

· the work of God in salvation – redeems, justifies, sanctifies

God’s relationship with Jesus
· Jesus’ personal relationship with the Father (eg, praying, names, Father’s will)

· birth and baptism of Jesus – presence of Father and Spirit

· support during Jesus’ temptation

· Jesus the Word of God

The connection with the Holy Spirit

In worship God acts

· worship is when God reveals himself by his word and actions 

· the Holy Spirit is present in worship – in the sacraments and God’s word

· people receive God’s love and forgiveness

Sacramental practices of the Lutheran church – baptism, Lord’s supper and how these are the same and different in other Christian churches

	SEQUENCE OF LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Introduction – What do you know about God?
Give the students a questionnaire (adapted from LIFE, Universe, p.45). Discuss students’ thoughts about what they think God looks like, what He does and the role He plays in people’s lives.

Who Is God?

In the following lessons, students will be guided to discover who God is as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Students will make their own interpretations of each of the facets of the triune God after teacher instruction and individual investigations as they look at various texts, songs, hymns, prayers, creeds, media resources and sacraments. The information students find will need to come under the headings of - Works, Attributes, Images, Roles.

God the Father - As Father and creator, God is the source of all life and reaches out in blessing and love for his children.
As a class, look at the creation story. Discuss the role God played here. Also talk about the ‘fatherly’ attributes that God shows (loving, caring). Discuss that even though He is not a man here on earth, He displays fatherly attributes. Students draw an image of one of these images to represent God (eg. a dog looking after it’s puppies etc).

God the Son - Through the Son and saviour, God fully reveals his plan of salvation for all people and invites all people into a relationship with him. 
This work can be based on the LIFE unit “Who Is Jesus” (Band B, Level 3). Here the students work in groups to research who Jesus is under the headings “Works, Attributes, Images, Roles” by looking at prayers, songs, hymns, creeds, media and texts. 
The students identify people’s reactions to beliefs about Jesus and prepare a personal response which describes what they believe about Jesus (TRS pp. 48-49).

God the Holy Spirit - As Holy Spirit and helper revealed at Pentecost, God calls and inspires people to live in truth and love.
Discuss people who can help us with the students. Then read to them the story of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-41). Here students can identify the Holy Spirit as God’s helper. Students can then complete the response to Pentecost on the worksheet (Worship TRS p.45).
The Holy Spirit changes lives – the students discuss the changes the Holy Spirit brought to the lives of the followers of Jesus at Pentecost and after Pentecost and then consider how the Holy Spirit can bring changes to their lives, as well as others in the class.

The Holy Spirit enters through Baptism – the students investigate the sacrament of baptism, identifying actions, words and symbols used.

Holy Communion – the teacher explains what takes place during Holy Communion and what Christians believe Holy Communion is.

(For additional information and resources see “God helps people by the work of the Holy Spirit” Band B: Level 1,2,3).
The students then present a story board which represents the journey of the Holy Spirit in their life or of another character. They should include various symbols/images which represent the Holy Spirit at work in different situations (eg. fire, candle, dove etc).


	IDENTIFY WHAT STUDENTS WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE (“students can…”)

· describe the different works of God as Father, as Son and as Holy Spirit

· using a variety of texts, songs, hymns, prayers and creeds compile descriptions of the nature and attributes of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit

· using a variety of mediums, represent biblical images of the three persons of God 

· respond to information gathered from various Christian texts (eg, creeds) and media resources about the roles of God the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit 

· identify the presence and work of the three persons of the trinity in different key biblical events (eg, creation, work of the prophets, birth of Jesus, coming of the Holy Spirit)

· retell the key events of the Pentecost story and identify changes the Holy Spirit brought to the lives of people 



	IDENTIFY SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE STUDENTS NEED TO ACHIEVE THE OUTCOME (“students know…)

The Christian creeds are summaries of Christian beliefs about the trinity


	SEQUENCE OF LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

The relationship of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit

The teacher then reads the students various creeds (Luther’s Catechism). Here they need to identify and write down the relationships they hear between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit: The Triune God.

Final Product

The students final work piece will be to represent and/or explain the relationship between Father, Son and Holy Spirit by one of the following methods – write their own creed or song, paint a picture, create a collage, perform a dance, create a media presentation, make a model, design a game, write a prayer or devotion or negotiate another idea.


	IDENTIFY WHAT STUDENTS WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE (“students can…”)

· respond to information gathered from various Christian texts (eg, creeds) and media resources about the roles of God the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit 
· demonstrate or illustrate an understanding of the interconnected roles of Father, Son, Holy Spirit 
· discuss key Christian beliefs and write own creeds
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